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Expressions of Sorrow. 



The death of Rev. Morris Officer occurred in Topeka, 
Kansas, on Sunday morning, November i, 1874. The sad 
news spread over the country, carrying the deepest sorrow 
to many Christian hearts. A few extracts from the many 
letters of condolence received by the afflicted family will 
show how the people mourned his death. 

From Dr. J. Robison, Manhattan, Kansas : 

"A card to-night tells us of your sad loss. * * • How 
well I recall Mr. Officer's last words to me a few days ago : 
' You may think I shall recover, but I feel that this is the 
end of it.* Oh, it is so sad to think he should be taken 
away. I never saw a man in my life that I loved so much 
on such short acq,uaintance." 

From Rev. M.J. Firey, Emporia, Kansas : 

"With the deepest regret we learned of Bro. Officer's 
death yesterday evening. Indeed, your trials are deep 
enough. I do not know how you can bear up under them, 
out here among strangers, with few who knew the great 
worth of Brother Officer. I feel as though my dearest min- 
isterial friend had gone. There never was. a truer heart, a 
more just and gracious soul, and a purer Christian. Some 
have been more pretentious, but none ever lived the gospel 
better. I can> refer you only to God's word for consolation." 
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From Isaac Jacobus, Junction City, Kansas : 

* * * " The intelligence fell very heavily upon us, for, 
somehow, we had come to look upon your good husband as 
more than an ordinary friend to us. It always seemed to 
me that in him I had one who understood me better than 
many others — ^one who could speak an encouraging word t > 
a desponding heart* But I have reason to think this feeling; 
is not peculiar to me. It seems to be the expression of every 
one who knew him.** 

From Mrs. Dr. Sprecher, Wittenberg College, Ohio : 

" I write just to assure you of our deepest sympathy for 
you in your sad, your heart-crushing loss. * * * The 
certainty of Brother Officer'g present happiness, and relief 
from pain and sufferings is a great source of comfort. 
Thanks be to God for this blessed assurance. Mr. Sprecher 
joins me in warmest sympathy for you all in this hour of 
great sorrow.** 

From Rev. R. D. Parker, Manhattan, Kansas: 

* * • "It seems mysterious that one of such rare en- 
dowments for usefulness should be taken, and others of us 
left to do the Lord's work in our poor way. I count it a 
blessing to have known him, and to feel the inspiration of 
his unselfish example. Our hearts are sad, indeed, when we 
think of the destitute loneliness of the little home circle from 
which he is taken. Very few families can cherish such holy 
reminiscences of the one who has gone before." 

From Mrs. J. Goodlin, York, Pennsylvania : 

*' Be assured you have had a large share of my thoughts 
since the death of your dear husband. Having known and 
honored for so many long years his character and worth, it 
is with sincere sorrow that we hear of his death — ^sorrow 
that the world has lost one so good, so laborious and self- 
denying, and also sorrow that one so honored has dropped 
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from our circle of friends on earth. But while we deplore 
our loss, — and that of the whole church of Christ on earth, 
— we are fully persuaded that he has a * crown of joy ' in the 
'church triumphant/ and that he now rests from all his 
labor. I am sure it would cheer your heart, even amid your 
deep gn*icf» to hear, as I do, the many tributes to his integrity 
and uprightness of purpose, to his piety and purity of life." 

From Lizzie Smith, Auburn : 

" For dear Uncle Morris, what a happy release ! He had 
done his work so well, and labored so unceasingly for the 
good of all. What a glorious crown ! I remember so well 
when talking of you last summer, how Rebbie said, ' Well, 
isn't Uncle Morris' a grand life ! so full of devotion and self- 
sacrifice to the cause of the Master.* " 

From the Springfield Republic : 

" He spent most of his life in the Lutheran Church, begin- 
ning his ministry as one of their foreign missionaries. He 
was universally esteemed among his brethren, and counted 
one of the strong men of the denomination. He was one of 
the noblest of men, and will be mourned as widely as he 
was known. He was a man of fine presence, and of a most 
lovable disposition ; clear, ialm, and self-possessed ; quick 
of thought and ready of speech, speaking without notes, yet 
always in language choice and scholarly. He was simple 
as a child, eloquent, earnest, and devout. Any church 
might have been proud to claim him as a pastor, but he 
chose the extreme frontier as his field." 

Tiie Congregational Church at Wabunsee, Kansas, the 
first Sabbath morning after his death, at the close of the 
services, adopted resolutions of respect, among which was 
this: 

''Resolved, That we will ever hold in grateful memory his 
labors among us ; his profound, yet simple and ever fresh 
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and interesting presentation of divine truth ; his warm and 
tender interest in all the families of die congregation ; his 
sympathy with the sick and sorrowing ; and not last, his 
ever cheerful and genial yet Christian life." 

The Lutheran Church, Van Wert, Ohio, promptly 
erected in their church a marble slab, with suitable inscrip- 
tion, and sent a purse of money to his family as an expres- 
sion of sympathy and respect. 

The Wittenberg Synod, with unfeigned sadness, took 
into consideration his lamented death by the following ac- 
tion: 

Resolved^ That it is with profound sorrow that we have 
heard of the death of Rev. Morris Officer. 

Resolved^ That we will cherish the memory of him as one 
who was educated in our midst, was our associate and friend, 
received authority to preach the gospel from this synod, be- 
came our co-laborer, and spent his earnest life and great 
labors in the Lutheran Church. 

Resolved^ That we will record on our minutes this expres- 
sion of our esteem of him as a Christian man, and direct' 
our secretary to send a copy to his afflicted family, with 
whom we do sincerely and deeply sympathize. 

These resolutions called forth tributes of respect from 
those present, showing how extensive is the result of his 
constant yet unostentatious work. 

A professor in Wittenberg College said, " I must ever re- 
member Brother Officer with gratitude as the instrument of 
my conversion. While pastor of the church in Springfield, 
he laid his hand on me in confirmation and received me 
into the communion of the church." 

Another who has been called from the pastoral work to a 
professor's chair in the same college, said, *' I was among 
the students without any idea of becoming religious, much 
less of becoming a preacher of the gospel. I entertained 
infidel objections. But during a series of meetings I went 
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widi others to the church when he preached from the text, 
"The common people heard him gliadly/* . and so over- 
whebning was his discourse that my objections were all 
answered. I was convinced ; conviction was fixed upon me, 
a.nd I found no rest except in Christ. I shall ever revere 
his memory." 

Another said, " Mr. Officer influenced me for good more 
than any other man I ever met. I shall never forget his 
religious conversations, when we walked in the quiet grove, 
and the precious prayer-meetings, when he and I, all alone, 
bowed together." 

Another said, "When I heard ^of hk 4eath it filled me 
iTirith depression for days. In my youth, during a meeting in 
our church, I had been deeply distressed for two weeks. 
Mr. Officer took me aside privately, and opened to my mind 
the way of salvation. He gave me some ideas that brought 
comfort at the time, and have since been a power in me, to 
-which I must ascribe much of my success in the min- 
istry." 

Another said, ** I had not the pleasure of as intimate ac- 
quaintance with him as some others ; but when I went to 
college he was the first man to meet me, and I ever found 
him an impartial and valuable friend. I have always held 
him in the highest esteem. He was a man of strong charac- 
teristics of mind. He was invincibly firm. You could as 
well move a mountain from its base as him from his pur- 
pose. He was indomitably persevering. By this he gained 
a liberal education under most unfavorable circumstances, 
and accomplished his work in life amid, any and every 
hinderance." 

Another said, ** Morris Officer and I went to college to- 
gether. He was my first room-mate, and, for a time, my 
classmate. In after life he was often my guest, and always 
most welcome. He rang my door-bell at all* hours of the 
night. I was always glad to meet him in this earthly pil- 
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grimage, and hope to meet him in heaven. The memory of 
Morris Officer must^ver be dear to me." 

While these things were being said, some, unable to re- 
frain, began to weep, and the whole assembly was in tears. 
In order that the members of thfe synod might compose 
themselves, before proceeding to ordinary business, the 
president very appropriately said, " Let us sing the hymn, 
'Nearer, mv God, to thee,' " and as it was sung every senti- 
ment seemed to be singularly appropriate. 

Dear Reader. — xbur attention is now respectfully in- 
vited to the life and labors of this man, whose death was the 

occasion of such sorrow as always attends the departure of 
a good man. 
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LIFE OF REV. MORRIS OFFICER. 



CHAPTER L 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

My father, Thomas Officer, and my mother, 
Elizabeth Waldorf, were married and settled in 
Holmes County, Ohio, in the year 1820, They 
purchased a small tract of land, on Martins 
Creek, upon which they lived until some year* 
after I left home to attend college. 

My parents were poor, but I am thankful that 
I can say, in all truth, that they taught me, by 
example and precept, the lessons of strict honesty 
and integrity. My father made no profession of 
religion until near the time of my entering the 
ministry, when he connected himself with the 
Lutheran Church, and gave clear evidence of a 
renewed state. He continued this profession and 
connection until the close of his life. My mother 
professed piety when I was small, and at that 
time connected herself with the Methodist Epis- 
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«•• I'ul Oiai\L. She is rftill a faithful and worthy 
member of that Christian body. 

I was the second child, and was born on the 
21st of July, A. D. 1823. The country then was 
new, and the sparse settlers were compelled to en- 
dure many hardships and privations. My father 
was a carpenter and mill-wright, and worked 
much of his time away from home. . My mother 
having before marriage learned the tailoring 
business, now not only did her own household 
work, but, by her trade, aided largely in the sup- 
port of the family and in the payment of the in- 
debtedness on their land. The industry and econ- 
omy practiced by my parents very early awakened 
in me the most tender sympathy for them. I 
often felt sad when I saw them at their daily toil. 
Although society at that time was very rude, 
there was perhaps less dishonesty there then than 
at present. The neighbors prided themselves in 
enduring toil and hardships, and in being honest 
and accommodating; but in their social gather- 
ings there was no refinement. At their "corn- 
huskings," "log-rollings," ^^ raisings," and "public 
meetings," spirituous liquors were almost invaria- 
bly furnished and freely used by nearly all that 
attended. 

There was not much attention paid to religion 
and education* I went with my father to the 
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raising of the first school-house in which I ever 
^went to school. I was not large enough to do 
anything more than cany water for the men who 
vrere at the work. In this school-house, built of 
round logs, covered with clapboards, floored with 
puncheons, seated with slab benches without 
backs, and lighted partly by openings between 
the logs and partly by oiled paper, thin blankets, 
and some glass, I commenced my studies in Web- 
ster's Spelling-Book, under " Master Pearsol," who 
had entered into an article of agreement with the 
directors to teach spelling, reading, writing, and 
arithmetic to the "single rule of three." 

I sometimes heard preaching at private houses, 
school-houses, and in the woods in the summer 
season ; and I think I may safely say I never at- 
tended one of these meetings after I was old 
enough to understand what was said without feel- 
ing deeply convinced by the truth. Such were the 
impressions made on my youthful mind that I 
would be cast down and miserable for some time 
after listening to the sermons and exhortations. I 
often engaged in secret prayer, and formed resolu- 
tions to break off some practices that were de- 
nounced as sinful. But these resolutions were 
always broken, as I was always exceedingly fond 
of sport, and when in company with other boys 
generally took a prominent part in whatever 
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amusement was going on. At these times I 
would say and do things for which I was heartily 
sorry so soon as I was alone long enough to reflect 
upon my conduct. I thought much about death 
and eternity; and although a leader in sport and 
mischief at other places, yet I never felt inclined 
to act improperly at places of public worship. At 
euch placed I often avoided the company of those 
who were inclined to make light of religious exer- 
cises. I had great confidence in my mother's 
piety; and although I did not heed her religious 
advice, still I always felt the truth and often 
thought she was engaged in prayer in my behalf 
when serious impressions came upon me. 
; During my boyhood I had great regard for 
pious people and for ministers of the gospel. It 
did not seem possible to me that any one of them 
could be insincere or hypocritical, although I often 
heard others, in whose judgment I had much con- 
fidence, denounce some of them as such. 

In my thirteenth year a sister younger than 
myself died of scarlet fever, and the whole family 
were afflicted with the same disease for many 
weeks. The Methodist preachers on the circuit 
sometimes called at our house, — as my mother 
was a member, — and soon after these sore afflic- 
tions she had all her children baptized at our 
house, where services were held on the same day. 
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My recollection of the occasion is quite distinct. 
The attendance was large, and during the services 
many wept freely. I did not wish to be baptized, 
but as my mother had previously informed me of 
her design I made no show of objection. 

As my father was away from home much of the 
time, I was not taught any kind of work; nor 
was I trained to habits of industry. There was 
nothing in my surroundings to inspire me with a 
desire for improvement of any kind. On the con* 
trary, education and morals were in so low a state 
as to check any such feelings if they spontaneous- 
ly arose in my mind. 

In my fifteenth year my father accidentally 
struck an ax into his knee, making a wound by 
which he was confined to his bed for nearly a 
year, and for some two years was unable to attend 
to any business. During this time the care of the 
family devolved on my mother and myself, as I 
was the oldest son. Although unaccustomed to 
labor and care, I now entered upon the duties 
before me with all the determination I could com- 
mand ; and I succeeded in a degree that has since 
astonished me. I gave myself fully up to my 
work, summer and winter, and did not attend 
school during the few months of its continuance 
each year. Consequently, in my eighteenth year 
I knew nothing of arithmetic, or geography, or 
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Englisli grazpmar. I recollect, however, of going 
to a spoUing-school and "spelling down," as it 
was failed, the entire school. About this time I 
began to have some fondness for debate, and be- 
came much interested in the meetings held for 
discussion. 

In my nineteenth year the temperance question 
began to agitate the community, and meetings 
were held on the subject. Ministers and reformed 
inebriates generally delivered the lectures, and 
temperance societies were organized. At first I 
was opposed to the proceedings, and very seldom 
attended the meetings. At length Rev. George 
Gordan lectured in our neighborhood. For this 
man I had great regard, and determined to hear 
him and to join the Washingtonian Society if he 
would convince me that it was my duty. I listen 
ed attentively to the lecture. It was sensible, 
true, and reasonable, and fully satisfied me that 1 
should " sign the pledge ; " and when the opportu- 
nity w:as given I did so. Some fifteen others 
joined immediately afterward. None, however, 
of my immediate associates joined. This led to 
warm disputes between them and myself. They 
made repeated eftbrts to have me drink with them 
on various occasions ; but my purpose was formed, 
and I drank no more. This gradually led to a 
separation between my former companions and 
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luyself ; and as I did not yet associate on terms of 
intimacy with religious people, I was for a time but 
little in company. I could not mingle with the 
irreligious because I discarded their drinking at 
all public gatherings. I could not be much in 
company with pious people without having pressed 
upon me the claims of religion, which I always felt 
to be a matter of transcendent importance, and 
was easily compelled to make the acknowledg- 
ment of its immediate and personal claims. I 
was necessarily led, however, by the steps I had 
taken, to associate with Christian people mosty as 
these formed the greater portion of the temperance 
organizations. 

I now attended religious m^eetings more than 
ever, and often felt deeply concerned in regard to 
my eternal welfare. A faithful Methodist preach- 
er in one of his visits at our house talked to me 
very persuasively on the subject of immediate 
attention to religious duty, and led me to resolve, 
although I did not inform him of it, to pray 
regularly in secret every day. This resolution I 
kept for some months, during which time I often 
felt joy of heart and took real pleasure in the ex- 
ercise of secret prayer. But I felt it to be my 
duty to unite with the church. This I made up 
my mind to do. I at last concluded I would not 
do so at that time, and then also left oif prayer. I 
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became careless, and for a time was much less 
susceptible of religious impressionfi than ever be- 
fore. I, however, became much interested in the 
discourses of Eev. E. D. Emmerson, a Lutheran 
minister. He had considerable speaking ability, 
and on some subjects delivered very forcible ser- 
mons. 

During the winter of 1842-3 Mr. Emmerson 
held a series of meetings in an old log school- 
house at Benton, the village near our place. I 
attended every evening for a week without any 
more than usual interest, and was then invited by 
an acquaintance to attend one of the "inquiry" or 
" anxious " meetings during the day. When the 
--time arrived the next day for me to go I could 
hardly command courage to start. I feared the 
people would talk of my attending meetings on 
week-days. But I had engaged to be there, and, 
without letting the family know where I was 
going, I went through the woods that I might 
not meet any irreligious acquaintances. I found 
my way to the meeting, and became so deeply im- 
pressed as to resolve at once to seek the favor 
of God. I attended various meetings, both during 
the day and at night. At one of these meetings I 
was enabled to trust in the merits of Christ for 
salvation. I felt resigned to the will of God, and 
experienced some peace of mind — feeling free to 



fiBV. M0RBI6 OFFIOBB. 25 

tell my former companions of my change of pur- 
pose and feelings. But my ignorance of the plan 
of salvation and of duty was still very great, and 
I labored under many errors. Not long; afterward 
I became beset with sore temptations and trials. 
One source of trouble to me was my desire to realize 
certain transports of joy which others described 
as part of their religious experience. These won- 
derful manifestations and ecstacies I was unable to 
realize, and consequently was led to doubt my 
own sincerity. Some, in relating their expe- 
rience, told how they prayed and wept; how they 
read and sought for God; how they resolved and 
persevered until God had mercy on them. These 
measures I also resorted to, but without the result 
they described; and this, again, only deepened my 
gloom and despondency. For many weeks my 
mind was intensely fixed on this subject. I attend- 
ed to my duties on the farm, but endured great 
agony of spirit both day and night. I began to 
think the doctrines of reprobation true, and my- 
self one of the reprobates. I read the Scriptures 
much, but only partly with a view of receiving 
instruction and partly to comply with what I had 
been led to regard as a condition of receiving peace 
of mind. My mind was much confused by what I 
had read and heard on the subject of experimental 
piety. As I plowed in the field, I wept until the 
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tears dropped into the furrow before me. The 
opening flowers of spring brought no pleasure 
for me. I was weary of life, and deemed the 
beasts of the field more happy than myself, so 1 

that at times I was almost ready to wish I had ^ 

never been born. This dejection of mind contin- 
ued so long, notwithstanding my numerous ef- 
forts to obtain peace of mind, and the emotions 
which I conceived I ought to experience, that 
at last I doubted all experience in these things^ 
and then in the truth of the Scriptures, and even 
the existence of God ; yet I could not reject my 
former opinions and the belief of Christians. 1 
could neither believe nor disbelieve. AU was 
doubt; nothing was real. I had not confidence 
enough in the doctrines of scripture to rest down 
on them with a feeling of safety; nor was I fully 
enough persuaded of their falsity to feel secure in 
rejecting them. I now could open my mind to no 
one ; not to Christians, for such disclosures would 
wound them and cause them to regard me as an 
infidel; not to impenitent persons, for my con- 
fession of unbelief would confirm, them in their 
course of disobedience, and would expose me 
to ridicule and reproach for my weakness in 
being led to embrace the doctrines of religion 
and assume its obligations. All this was long 
kept in my own breast, which was now the 
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seat of anguish and painful struggles. At 
length, after having heard related and having 
read many instances of persons retiring to read 
and pray and wrestle with God tiU he would 
grant them such and such evidences or emo- 
tions, I resolved to try these measures; also, to 
attain a clear and tangible sign of my accept- 
ance with God. I did try at various times and in 
various ways precisely as others had done; but 
I found not what I desired. My agony of soul 
increased daily. Others had retired to a lonely 
forest or dark cave, determined not to return till 
God blessed them, and had been blessed. Why 
should not I be thus blessed? Was I indeed one 
of the non-elect? Others have shut themselves 
up in their rooms and read and prayed and wept 
till the blessing came; why would it not come 
to me? Had there been, indeed, no provision left 
for me? I was for days together overwhelmed 
with grief. My mother noticed my despondency 
and inquired for the cause, but I would not reveal 
my state of mind. Others noticed my emaciated 
appearance, and inquired if I was sick. Our phy- 
sician told me that my lungs were affected. I still 
continued my efforts to obtain a sense of pardon. 
One evening my sorrow was so deep that I could 
not endure it, and I resolved not to retire to rest 
until I had obtained a blessing. I followed tiie 
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experiment of one who had read the Bible and 
prayed alternately till he found peace. Retiring* 
to the field, — it was then late in the spring, — I 
prayed and wept a long time, and then returned 
to read. Again I went forth, bowed down with 
grief, and fell upon the ground and prayed and 
wept in bitterness of soul. No blessing came. I 
became desperate. My tears ceased to flow, and 
in my anguish and desperation I declared aloud 
that I had now done my duty, and if I were lost 
it would be no fault of mine. In a moment a 
terrible fear seized me on account of this blas- 
phemy, and in dismay I arose to return to the 
house. On my reflecting again how sinful I was 
and how helpless I now found myself to be, I 
seemed to feel myself sinking, undone, and lost, 
when my mind, in abandonment of self and all 
that I could do, turned to God, omnipotent and 
merciful, and to Christ the Savior of the lost. I 
saw more clearly than ever before the adaptedness 
of the Savior to the human race and to me. I be- 
gan to settle down upon the atonement and right- 
eousness of Christ as I had never done before. I 
saw that what I could not attain by my own ef- 
forts he could at once bestow — salvation. On that 
memorable night, in the silent field, I learned a 
lesson that has often since been of great benefit. 
I learned that we succeed by faith. And often 
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since, when despair in regard to any particular 
undertaking was about to settle upon me, I have 
in like manner turned to God, — my help and 
hope, — ^and left the cause, like I left my own sal- 
vation, entirely to him. 

After my connection with the church I began 
to think of preparing for the ministry, but said 
nothing about it for a long time. At length Mr. 
Emmerson and others spoke to me on the subject, 
and encouraged this conviction and desire. I 
was urged at once to exhort, and study all I could, 
and thus gradually to enter upon the work. I 
did not follow this advice. I knew and felt my 
utter ignorance, and could not be persuaded to 
make a single attempt. I from the first prayed 
in public, and also, by request, led prayer-meet- 
ings. I held family worship at home, by my 
mother's request and with my father's consent. 
But as much as I desired to preach, I then felt 
called, not to preach, but to prepare for preaching. 
But how could this preparation be made ? I had 
no means, arid my father, in consequence of great 
misfortunes, so far from being able to aid me, 
could not, at that time, do without my aid at home. 
Our family was large, and our liabilities were 
great. I therefore remained at home and labored, 
summer and winter, till about the first of January, 
1345« when I commenced attending a common 
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school, a few milefi distant, and continued till the 
following March — a little more than two months. 
I then returned home with the design of laboring 
on the farm during the summer; but my mind had 
become interested in study, and my desires to pre- 
pare for the ministry were increased, while my 
convictions of it being my duty became more 
clear and powerful. Still, I had no means. But 
during the early part of the preceding winter I 
had procured two or three wild cherry-trees of a 
neighbor. These trees I felled, and with the help 
my little brother Thomas crosscut them, and with 
my father's team hauled them to the saw-mill; 
and as I sometimes tended the mill, I sawed them 
into planks. The lumber I thus obtained was 
worth sixteen dollars, and served as a start in mv 
education for the ministry. 

While deeply impressed with my duty to pre- 
pare to preach I went one day to my father and 
told him my feelings and exercises of mind, and 
added that if he would consent I would leave 
home at once and go somewhere to school, and 
that I thought I could trade my lumber for board- 
ing. My father appeared aftected, but gave a 
cheerful assent, saying something about my hav- 
ing already remained beyond the time of my be- 
coming of age. I was then in my twenty-second 
year. I immediately repaired to Shanesville and 
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commenced the study of English grammar and 
arithmetic, which I had studied somewhat before. 
I attended this school three months, then returned 
home and continued studying, and at times work- 
ing, till fall, then took a school for four months 
and received sixty-four dollars for my services. 
With this money I went to Wittenberg College in 
the spring of 1846. I there attended the summer 
session. Through the kindness of Dr. Keller I 
procured employment as a tutor of certain classes 
at the beginning of the next session, and by that 
means, together with employment in the work of 
soliciting for the college, I realized enough to pay 
my way. 

I have but little education, but in this way I re- 
ceived what I have. Although I did at one time 
receive beneficiary aid from the East Ohio Synod, 
I refunded the money before I left college. 

All that I can say is, God has been very merci- 
ful and kind to me, not only in blessing my 
efforts, but also in affording me the best and 
truest of friends. 

Bellbfontaine, Ohio, July 27, 1857. 
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CHAPTER IL 

AT COLLEGE. 

He came to college with the single purpose of 
preparing for the ministry. He commenced the 
work with the earnestness characteristic of his 
whole life. With very little money, he immediate- 
ly connected with his studies such employment as 
would give him means of support. 

The institution had just been opened at Springs 
field, Ohio, and needed everything necessary for 
founding a college. Dr. Keller, whose quick in- 
sight to character made him so eminent as a 
leader, soon appreciated Bro. Officer and gave 
him work. Of this he says, " I commenced oper- 
ating as an agent for college, traveled during va- 
cations, wrote letters during sessions, and did not 
neglect my studies, but kept up with my classes 
until I commenced superintending the building of 
the college edifice." 

During the life of Dr. Keller the east wing was 
so far completed as to be occupied. After Dr. 
Sprecher took charge of aff:airs, it was resolved to 
build at once the main edifice and the western 
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wing. Mr. Officer, only a student, not a mechanic, 
— a farmer boy just from the country, — ^was fixed 
upon to superintend — to go into the business com- 
munity and purchase material, employ hands, and 
manage the erection of a public building that 
would involve an expense of some $25,000, — and 
all this without any certainty of money to meet 
contracts. "Well might he say, " It was with re- 
luctance 1 left my studies and commenced this 
arduous task. But the building committee could 
procure no one whom they would trust, and as I 
regard the institution of the first importance to 
the church, I determined to undertake it and do 
the best I could." 

The work was commenced June 26, 1849. Of 
the first day he says, " Worked hard at the stone- 
quarry, and was in town until late engaging teams 
to haul stone and brick." 

The students rambling over the college grounds 
will find on the side near the creek a gap cut 
through a point of the bluft*. This is the stone- 
quarry. Here it was thought stone and lime for 
the building could be easily obtained; but it proved 
very difficult, and was likely to become a sinking 
enterprise. To stimulate the laborers, who were 
Irishmen, Mr. Officer would take the pick and 
crow-bar with earnestness, and the men would 
join him in doing what they had concluded could 

8 



34 l^HE Lira OB 

not be done. If future generations shall ever at- 
tempt to move the foundations of the western 
wing of the college building they will think that 
some recent Silurian age put down the strata un- 
der the north-west corner. There, deep under the 
ground, is a wall of some six or eight feet in 
thickness, constructed of immense stone, a buried 
monument of the energy and perseverance of our 
dear brother who would come to his room with 
clothes all dripping with mud and water, hastily 
change his garments, and, with anxious mind, 
start on some expedition to arrange for funds, as 
he had heard the men encourage each other in the 
hard work by saying, "And faith and the college 
is rich," when he knew there was no money in the 
treasury. 

" Sunday evening, July 29, 1849. Owing to fre- 
quent and heavy rains, we were much thrown 
back with our work. It therefore required in- 
creased eftbrt on my part to keep it going on. 
Yesterday I spent part of the day at a Sunday- 
school celebration three miles west of town, and 
addressed the scholars in the forenoon and the 
teachers in the afternoon. We had a very inter- 
esting time. I returned by four o^clock, and re- 
sumed my labor here, which continued till ten 
o'clock last night. To-day- 1 walked three miles 
to the country to superintend Bro. T/s Sunday- 
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school. I feel much fatigued and languid, both m 
body and mind," 

This is not a single instance of hard work, but 
nearly his whole life was spent in this way. The 
wonder is that he lived as long as he did. His 
power of endurance was great. He could do and 
did more work than ordinary men. 

During the summer of 1850, Prof. F. W. Con- 
rad was in the churches in the east collecting 
money for the college. But funds did not come in 
as fast as was needed or anticipated by the Board. 
The work required faith and courage. "The 
building is going on; contracts must be made 
every day; debts must constantly multiply and en- 
large. I promise money, and yet there is not now 
five dollars in the treasury; nor am I certain 
whether half enough to pay what will soon be due 
can at all be raised. I can not procure material 
without promising money in a short time. I£ I 
do not get material the work will stop. Few per- 
sons sympathize with us, for they do not know 
our condition, consequently send us severe replies 
to our requests for money. It is impossible to 
make the case known and go on with the work. 
We have thought best to conceal all." 

As sensitive of honor and as conscientious as 
Mr. Officer was, this state of affairs was a real 
trial of faith and trust in God. He did not feel 
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that it was a hazardous experiment in which, after 
a failure, he could throw the responsibility oft* 
upon the resolutions of the College Board and 
there would be nobody especially to blame. 
"Whether this way of dealing is right, under the 
circumstances, I do not know. It costs me much 
trouble and anxiety. Our only hope is in God: 
He can do all things." This hope with him was 
a real one ; for he writes, " I do not know whence 
the money will come to rear up this great build- 
ing, but if it is indeed God's own work and we 
are laboring for it in the proper spirit, some way 
will be provided, and all will be well." 

His journal shows that he had the utmost con- 
fidence in the work as being one fjr God that 
would certainly succeed if carried forward with 
pure motives. 

He commenced the work, saying, "It is one 
upon which I can consistently ask the blessing of 
G^d. I desire to enter upon it, relying upon him 
for support under trials of patience and for guid- 
ance in perplexity and doubt." This ardent desire 
to do all for God he carried with him in every en- 
terprise of his life. This desire he realized while 
bT:iilding these college walls, for he was enabled to 
say, at a time of the greatest labor and perplexity, 
" I never in my life felt so much like committing 
all to God, and doing earnestly what is before me 
to be done." 
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His work as solicitor and collector of money foi 
the college is never much noted, though it was 
continued, at intervals, for several years, and re- 
sulted in securing thousands of dollars. It was 
confined chiefly to the citizens in and about 
Springfield, and the weaker churches of central 
and eastern Ohio. In these churches he met 
much of the old opposition to education, and 
found it necessary to persuade the people that we 
needed a college, and that preachers ought " to rub 
their backs against college walls." 

In the latter part of the year 1861 he gave his 
entire time to this work, and took great pains to 
prepare an elaborate plea for ministerial and 
higher education. He met the popular objections 
with such overwhelming replies that the opposi- 
tion was silenced; the objectors were convinced, 
but not conquered. They still would try to pre- 
vent him from obtaining audiences; would com- 
plain that he lectured when the appointment was 
for preaching. On one occasion, in order to dis- 
courage giving, they represented the enterprise a^s 
attended with wanton extravagance, and reported 
about the country that the bell for the college 
would cost eight or ten thousand dollars. This 
was, of cours^ some " would-be " bell^ for the one 
with which the janitor has always been accus- 
tomed tp disturb the gentle slumber of sleepy 



88 THE LIVB OF 

boys at an early hour in the morning could hardly 
have cost so much. It has always been a noisy 
one, and sometimes has been thought to be a 
troublesome little concern, interfering with the 
comfort of easy students, and getting into many a 
muss, but it is all the one that the institution was 
asking for. 

October 1, 1849, he took charge of the gram- 
mar school, and opened it in the basement of the 
church in town with eight scholars. He hesitated 
to commence, saying, " It will require great care 
and labor to revive this school, as it has been de- 
clining for more than a year, and at the close of 
the last session was almost broken up for want of 
scholars." It soon, however, became an impor- 
tant school, and the next October was opened in 
the college building as the preparatory depart- 
ment, with twenty-two pupils in the room besides 
those who came in to recite. Here he again took 
charge of the school and began to teach. At the 
close of th^ first day he says, ** the pupils appear to 
be very unruly," and at the end of the week writes, 
" It has been one of considerable toil and perplex- 
ity on account of having charge of the school 
while attending to the building." At the close of 
the second week he says, " It now numbers twen- 
ty-eight scholars who remain during the day with 
333uB in the room, besides twenty who come in once. 
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twice, or thrice a day to recite. The lads having 
been accustomed to disorder during the Bummer^ 
while in charge of a temporary teacher, are very 
unruly and troublesome. I have gone to visit 
some of the parents nearly every evening this 
week, for without their co-operation I must fail 
to make the school orderly and useful." It need 
hardly be said his determination and perseverance 
succeeded. He was a rigid disciplinarian, but al- 
ways a pleasant and instructive teacher. 

He left his paternal home with almost perfect 
health, and a constitution fitted for extraordinary 
endurance. How sad it is that this rich endow- 
ment of physical nature was so soon destroyed. 
It was indeed a broad and strong foundation upon 
which to rear a grand development of his heart 
and intellect. And could it have been husbanded, 
his life, eminent as it was, must have been still 
more so. He had the strong mind, and if he 
could have retained the sound body he would have 
been spared years of great physical languor and 
suffering, his life probably prolonged, and his 
great labor performed with still more energy and 
proficiency. 

It would seem -that there must have been some 
great fault that produced such a waste of health. 
Whether this fault was with Mr. Officer himself, 
or with those who ought to have been his teachers 
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and guardians during the inexperience of college 
life, must be a question; for the care of the body 
is equally as important as the care of the intellect, 
and the student ought to be taught the one as well 
the other. He always censured himself severely 
for this loss of health. 

April 21, 1849, he writes, "My health has for 
some time been declining, and this has cost me 
much anxious thought. I had supposed that al- 
most constant exercise during vacation would 
remove the complaint, which is one of the stom- 
ach. A physician told me to-day that my system 
is in a very bad state. The most grievous reflec- 
tion connected with my condition is that it, most 
likely, is the result of my own intemperance and 
negligence." 

His incessant application to study, and attention 
to the multiplicity of things he was always doing, 
had induced the disease, and the distress he had 
after eating food often made him complain of in- 
temperate eating. 

During the latter part of the year 1850 he has 
frequent entries like this: "Have been intemper- 
ate in eating;" " intemperance in food." He be- 
came at times exceedingly distressed, and would 
express himself in the strongest language of self- 
reproach after this manner: "November 28, 1850. 
I am a miserable being, and author of my own 
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wretchedness. By intemperance and irregularity 
of habits I have destroyed my health, by neglect 
and vanity and folly I have injured my intellect, 
and by sins of various kinds have weakened all the 
springs of my moral powers. To dwell in this 
fractured body, with this weak and debased mind 
and this polluted heart, is a wearisome existence — 
not life. In another world, through the mediation 
of Jesus, this corruptible shall put on incorrupti- 
ble, this mind shall be reanimated, and this soul 
cleansed from its stains. Why should I fear the 
change, or desire to continue in life? O Jesus, 
pity me all in ruins, enslaved by sin, and sinking 
under an intolerable load of guilt." In this sad 
state of mind he seeks divine aid, and the next 
day writes, "I will make the recovery of my 
health a subject of daily prayer in secret, and try, 
at the same time, to observe the laws of health, 
and to make use of other means as I can. May 
God assist me for Jesus' sake." A few days later 
he says, " I feel much better, and hope to regain 
my health so as to continue in the discharge of 
my duty. To God be the praise." 

It seemed to him that he must regain his health. 
He tried medicine, various kinds of exercise, and 
difterent systems of bathing and dieting. At one 
time he resolved to eat no dinner ; found that in- 
jurious, and, discouraged, would again resolve to 
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leave all with God and do what he could. He 
writes, " My health is no longer good. Whether 
from severe toil and constant anxiety, or from 
former intemperance, or from both, I can hardly 
tell. I often feel much fatigued, and yet so restless 
that 1 can hardly sleep. I believe I have destroy- 
ed my health by carelessness, by close confine- 
ment, and numerous sudden changes from hard 
study and little exercise to violent exercise and 
numerous cares. I would be willing to subject 
myself to any regimen to gain my health, so that I 
might accomplish my designs ; but if I have sown 
the seeds of suffering and death I must now try to 
endure the consequence. At any rate, I will try to 
live for heaven ; and may God help me." 

He did, indeed, work for God; but his health 
he never recovered. His immense labor for the 
church at home and in the foreign field was all 
done in a state of health that would have justified 
him in doing almost nothing. There are only a 
few men that could have done any important work 
in such miserable health. Laboring, as he did, 
when sick may have been one cause of his contin- 
ued illness and early death, and, consequently, an 
intemperance greater than the eating he complains 
of. But such was Mr. Officer — he could not be in- 
aijtive; he must work. 

Ee was bo ridily endowed with natural giftei 
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that there seemed to be no need for the discipline 
of a college curriculum. His aptness to see 
things as they are, and his power of concentration, 
made him equal to any work assigned him. In 
the school-room, in the pulpit, in the synod, in the 
committee-room, in the meetings of the various 
church-boards, in executing any plan for carrying 
forward church- work, he was always the strong 
man. As an author or writer he grappled his sub- 
ject with strength, wrote with terseness, carrying 
a logical arrangement in the argument and clear- 
ness in the conclusion. 

His familiarity with the application of leamirg 
to the business of life indicated a practical kno\«.- 
edge of the elements of natural science. His ac- 
curacy and clearness in the management of all the 
moneys he handled for the church, receiving them 
m every variety of ways, and often at the same 
time for many different objects, showed great 
efficiency as an accountant. His aptness to quote 
the classics was because he not only translated the 
words of a sentence but understood the subject- 
matter, and appreciated and remembered the 
elegant passages. His sermons and discussions of 
church questions gave evidence of respectable pro- 
ficiency in theology. 

All this power and success was not without edu- 
cation — ^very considerable education — ^more than 
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he was generally supposed to have. Until lie 
commenced superintending the erection of the 
college edifice he was regular in his class, and very 
thorough. 

Mr. Officer never graduated. This was always 
lamented, not only by himself but by all of his 
fiiends. He was, however, self-educated; and 
while he complained of the interruption of his 
regular course in college, it can hardly be said his 
studies were interrupted, for his industry found 
time for study, and his perseverance made him a 
close student all through life. In his active labors 
— traveling almost constantly — ^he did a great deal 
of reading; not simply reading anything and 
everything that came to hand, but selecting most 
carefully and with reference to some system. He 
remembered and carefuUy considered the subject- 
matter. He was ever an independent thinker, and 
not a man of the "last book." He knew his own 
opinions, and adopted only what he thought 
correct. He loved science, and eagerly improved 
every opportunity to study it. It was one of his 
personal sacrifices that he could not have in this 
respect the advantages of a more settled life. His 
Greek Testament he carried with him, and in the 
early part of his ministry, often even while travel- 
ing, made it a part of the duty of each day to 
read one chapter; and he did it. 
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In fine, it is a poor comfort any candidate for the 
ministry will find in supposing Mr. Officer was not 
thoroughly educated. When the Board of Direct- 
ors of Wittenberg College conferred on him the 
degree of "Master of Arts^' they conferred it on 
one in every way worthy to receive it. It was a 
merited honor. 

The following, froni the Van Wert, Ohio, Bul- 
letiUj is an expression of the estimation in which 
he was held by many in all parts of the country : 

" Mr, Officer founded the Lutheran organization 
here about nine years ago. The beginnings were 
discouraging, and any ordinary man would not 
have achieved such success as this has become. 
But he had a wonderful organizing power, a great 
force of character, together with an activity which 
could infuse the breath of life into anything which 
he undertook. He was an overpowering man, 
and has left a record of services in the Lutheran 
Church in this country that made him distinguish- 
ed while he lived, and which will endure for many 
years to come." 

His piety, more than anything else, gives the key 
to the man. In this is the secret of his strange 
and sometimes apparently eccentric life. It was 
the spring of his industry, the incentive to his self- 
denial, the foundation of his decisions, and the 
ground of his determined perseverance. He was 
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what his of duty and implicit trust in God made 
him. He believed in God, and sought entire conse- 
cration to his will. 

It will be important to know something of the 
deep spiritual longings of this truly godly man. 
It will give an insight to his .true character, and 
explain many things in his history that otherwise 
can never be understood. The spiritual struggles 
of his early Christian life were partly in conse- 
quence of Puritanic views obtained chiefly from 
the class of devotional books he read, but they 
were a formative element in making up the kind 
of spiritual life he lived ever afterward. So he 
himself thought when, some three years after his 
return from his first visit to Africa, he wrote, " I 
can now see that my religious life previous to my 
entering the ministry was too legal — too much of 
self and too little of Christ. Hence my frequent 
gloominess and deep distress of soul. But the 
law was, I hope, to me a school-master to bring 
me more fully to Christ.** 

The law gave experience which deepened his 
spiritual nature and enlarged his capacity for relig- 
ion. Better views afterward gave him more 
assurance of Divine favor, and a more cheerful 
and comfortable life. He gave up his legality, but 
never his eiForts to be near to God. Once he 
sought to obtain holiness through self-discipUne 
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and conformity to the law; but now in a more 
Christly way he finds the higher life, and by faith 
makes a complete surrender of self to God and 
his service. 

THE JOURNAL COMMENCED. 

July 7, 1848. With occasional short intervals, 
the journal was continued until his death. Its 
title is, " Scraps by the Way, written at different 
times, for Spiritual Improvement." The motto is : 

'* Help me with oare to shnn my errors past, 
And make each day a critic on the last." 

For several years the top of each page has some 
scripture passage or line of poetry that would in- 
dicate his state of mind at the time, such as these : 

"Godlinessr is profitable in all things." " Let this 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus." 

** The dearejst idol I haye known. 
Whatever that idol be. 
Help me to tear it from thy throne. 
And worship only thee" 



•* 



Here, Lord, I give myself away." 



"Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in 
Go<^ believe also in me." 

The introduction is as follows : In this book I 
intend to note down my thoughts and feelings 
from time to time for my own spiritual improve- 
ment on the way, and my satisfaction hereafter. 
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I do this with the hope that my determination to 
record my thoughts may make me more watchfu) 
im my conduct, more rigid in self-examination, and 
more faithful in the discharge of every known 
duty. Yet I do not rely upon it as anything pow- 
erful in itself, but intend to use it as a means of 
conquering myself, and sincerely desire the bless- 
ing of God to attend it. The work of self-im- 
provement is truly enormous and dijficult, I have 
been long laboring in it, and now see that I have 
accomplished but little. While I am correcting 
one error another forces itself upon me, breaks 
down my resolutions, destroys my devotional frame 
of mind, and banishes peace and joy from my 
heart. But self improvement is so desirable that 
I am determined ta be more vigilant and more res- 
olute in my eftbrts to reform my habits of thoughts 
and conduct. My resolutions have been often 
broken and my plans frustrated; but I now re- 
new my covenant with God, and commence again 
my attempts to accomplish that in which I have so 
often failed; and upon this work I now earnestly 
ask the blessing of Almighty God. M. 0. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL. 

July 9, 1848. "During the last week I have 
been forcibly impressed with the extreme vanity 
and sinfuhiess of this world's fashions and cus- 
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toms; and having given up myself too much to 
them I feel deeply grieved and much distresaed. 
I do, very sensibly, feel my want of sobriety and 
holiness, and am indeed desirous of reforming my 
life. My reading in * Mason's Self-Knowledge ' has 
added strength to my desire for godly life; and 
having heard a pointed and powerful sermon from 
the words, * Sanctify them through thy truth,' I 
am almost overwhelmed with grief that I am so 
lean in spirit, and that I have lived so long a pro- 
fessed Christian to so little purpose/' 

Oetober 9, 1848. "During the last two days I 
have had much inward peace, and have prayed 
earnestly to God that he would aid me to conse- 
crate myself entirely to his service. I am heartily 
weary of my sin% and am seeking to be delivered 
from them more and more. This evening I enjoy- 
ed a happy season in prayer and conversation with 
Brother L We could both weep over our past 
follies and shortcomings, but could also rejoice in 
prospect of deliverance from them, and of future 
everlasting joy." 

October 23, 1848. " I have great reason to thank 
God for his abundant mereies toward me. I am 
protected by him every day and hour, and have 
so favorable opportunities to grow in grace, to in- 
crease in holiness, zeal, and faith. I partook of 
the Lord'B-supper yesterday with more satisfaction 
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than at any time previous; and to-night, at our 
missionary meeting, we had a precious time. Oh, 
how Q-od enabled us to pray against our selfish.- 
ness, and may my prayer never cease until the 
victory is ours. God^ help me make an entire 
consecration of myself to thy service, is my sincere 
prayer" 

October 29, 1848. " This morning I feel that I 
am a helpless, sinfdl being. When I look back 
over my past life and closely examine my conduct, 
I see that my best deeds are marked with defect. 
And if I search out the cause of my unfaithful- 
ness to God, it is found to be the wickedness of 
my own heart. I feel that I am not worthy 
to do any part of God's service. My former 
unfaithfulness fills me with shame and grief, and 
the selfishness of my heart interrupts my com- 
munion with my merciftil heavenly Father. Oh, 
how I long to be delivered from the evil pro- 
pensities of my nature. I have consecrate^ my- 
self to the service of the Holy One, and the re- 
mainder of my life shall be spent in making good 
that pledge." 

November 14, 1848. "It is hard to serve God 
with such a heart as mine. I arose early this 
morning to commence the duties of the day with 
earnestness, and thus find joy and peace; but how 
grievously have I been disappointed. If I could 
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never feel more spiritual, this life would be a dreary 
^Idemess. 



* If I loye, why am I thui ; 

Why thu oold, this lifeleu fintmt ; 
Hardly enre can they be wone. 

Who haye never learned Hii name.' 



"In trying to examine my heart I am perplexed 
beyond degree; I know not wbat I am. At the 
commencement of the present session I deter- 
mined to be more faithful, and I do sincerely think 
I have been; but now I am tempted to regard my- 
self as better than others who have not been so 
regular in attending the means of grace, nor man- 
ifesting great concern for the salvation of others. 
When I find myself indulging in such thoughts I 
am troubled exceedingly. I do not feel fit to speak 
to any person on the subject of religion; and 
thoughts of abandoning the ministry crowd upon 
me. Oh, what shall I do ! Is there no end to the 
pride, vanity, and wickedness of my heart?" 

January 20, 1849. "I was this day reminded 
of the faithfulness of my mother in consecrating 
me to God by holy baptism, when no one else felt 
80 much interest for me, and when many careless 
and wicked persons around us were disposed to 
think unfavorably and speak lightly of that duty. 
I well recollect the day and the impression it made 
on me, although I had not been willing to be made 
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a gubjeet of that ordination. I thank the Father 

of Mercies for such a mother." 

February 11, 1849. " I have been reading ^ Henry 
on Meekness,' and trust I shall be profited by it. 

While reading, I saw plainly a great lack of thi« 
grace in my own heart. I frequently err by at- 
tempting in my own strength to overcome my 
pride and stubbornness and hastiness and selfish- 
ness. In thy strength, O my Savior, I set out 
anew in the arduous but needful work.'* 

May 20, 1849. « Brother Ruhl and I had a long 
conversation in regard to the means of the greatest 
possible improvement in learning, health, and piety. 
We agreed to meet once a week for conversation 
on these subjects." 

May 27 J 1849. ^ This morning I feel much 
peace and inward joy." 

June 8, 1849. "I have had much enjoyment 
during the last week; but from some cause, this 
morning I feel cold and indifferent. I feel that 
my heart wants many virtues in a higher degree 
than it now possesses* I have a firm confidence 
in God, and am determined to continue my ef- 
forts to improve physically, intellectually, and spir- 
itually, for this is Christian duty. This afternoon 

Brother and I retired to the woods and spent 

some time in conversation, and then engaged in 
prayei: together/' 



\ 
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June 23, 1849. " I rode into the country with 
Professor Deihl, and had much pleasure in con- 
versing with him on the state of the church, the 
prospects of the college, the necessity of entire 
consecration to the service of the Most High, and 
the joy and peace connected with the discharge 
of duty." 

July 8, 1849. " If I could just feel that I have 
no selfish interests, but live for the good of others, 
dealing out my life in useful labor wherever and 
to whomsoever it is needed, then, it seems to me, 
my happiness would be complete.'* 

August 4, 1849. "As my room-mate was not 
with me to comfort and sustain me, and afraid 
lest if I should be called away suddenly by cholera 
I would not be prepared to meet my Judge, I 
arose from my bed and prayed God to help me feel 
my sinfulness and turn to him with the whole 
heart. I then read, slowly and prayerfully, the 
form of self-dedication found in Doddridge's Rise 
and Progress, and now consecrate myself anew to 
the service of him to whom I entirely belong. O 
God, help me to yield my whole heart, my phys- 
ical and intellectual powers, to thy service so long 
as life within me may last." 

January 13, 1850. " Wlj^en I am inactive I in- 
cur guilt ; and when I apply myself my spiritual 
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pride arises and renders my motives of action 
impure." 

February 10, 1850. "This forenoon has been 
one of joy and peace ; and yet I can not tell why, 
only that it is because God is merciful." 

April 10, 1850. " I feel this morning like living 
for heaven. Last night I had a pleasant and 
profitable time in my room alone, reading in *The 
Church in Earnest.' " 

June 15, 1850. "It is with gratitude to God 
that I can here record my thoughts and determin- 
ations. By the help of my heavenly Father I 
will be more active, humble, prayerful, and watch- 
ful. Last night Professor Deihl and I had a joy- 
ful interview. It was of previous appointment, 
and for conversation on personal piety and prayer 
for ourselves. It is life to live thus. I believe 
that a higher state of piety is attainable." 

Extracts might be continued; but these are 
sufficient to show the character of his piety dur- 
ing his college life. It may be of doubtful pro- 
priety to publish this. He never wrote it for any 
one but himself; and yet it is a most truthful 
record of a very important part of his life. If 
we are to consider his life at all, then we should 
know by what discipline he arose to his attaiur 
ments in piety, and what God's grace did for the 
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servant whom he honored with eminent and use- 
ful labors. 

Such intense desire to be wholly consecrated to 
the service of religion made him seek opportunities 
to do good. These he found in the spiritual 
condition of persons about him. Of a room-mate 
lie says, " He who sits with me at this table, busy 
vrith his studies, will appear in judgment to testify 
of my conduct toward him. Although I have 
warned him often of his unsafe condition, and 
have frequently entreated him to renounce the 
world and engage in the service of God, yet I 
might have done more. I have conversed with 
him until he acknowledged the necessity of for- 
saking his sins immediately and seeking the sal- 
vation of his soul. May God help both him and 
me.^' 

"I have been conversing with some of the 
students to-day with but little efteot. Yesterday 
I met two students at my room and spent an hour 
Tvith them in conversation and prayer. They are 
both much concerned about their souls, and are 
anxious to con^^rse about religion. I have agreed 
to meet them, together with any others who will 
attend, on every Saturday afternoon. 

" Taught to-day with more than usual interest ; 
talked considerably with students on personal 
piety ; was engaged in healing a difficulty between 
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two of them wlio hftd recently professed a hope in 
Christ." 

*^ I had a conversation last night with Mr. B.^ a 
student, and have strong hope of his becoming a 
Christian." 

Work of this kind he was constantly engaged 
in, not only among the students, but among his 
acquaintances in the community. Let a single 
journal entry suffice to show this : 

" On Saturday morning, after the history lesson, 
I rode eight miles into the country to operate as 
an agent for the institution, and succeeded in sell- 
ing a * perpetual scholarship.' I also had taken 
some religious books and tracts with me to dis- 
tribute among my acquaintances. When I ar- 
rived at one of the families I found a number of 
carriages and horses near the house, and upon 
inquiry found that the mother had suddenly died 
the day before and was to be buried in a few 
hours. I attended the funeral, and after returning 
from the cemetery embraced the opportunity of 
conversing on personal piety and preparation for 
death. The family were deeply Sffected, and re- 
ceived what I had to say with gratitude. One of 
them, who had never professed Christ, promised 
immediate amendment, and was anxious to hear 
instruction and learn duty. I talked with the 
fitther^who had always neglected the subject of 
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jreligion, but who then seemed to feel deeplj in 
need of it. I told him that in his bereavement I 
could recommend nothing 00 consoling as the 
Christian religion/' 

His self-consecration to the interests of religion 
prepared him for the consideration of enterprises 
looking to the widest spread of the gospel of 
Ofarist. He feared no labor or difficult j connected 
with a work that was for God and man« In his 
•tate of mind the foreign mission-work would not 
be overlooked, but would at once present a ques- 
tion of duty. The field is the world, and he 
reasoned thus: ^^ Where the greatest destitution 
is, there is the greatest need." 

A few extracts from his journal will show that 
Mr. O^cer became a missionary, not by some sud- 
den impulse or dreamy idea of romance, but after 
much reflection and prayer in regard to his rela- 
tion to the work of preaching Christ to the world. 

July 22, 1848. ^^ I have been thinking much on 
the subject of missions, and feel more strongly 
than ever to devote myself to that work. During 
the last month Brother J. A* Buhl and I have 
conversed frequently and seriously about the 
claims of the heathen upon us. We are both 
willing to go whenever we are convinced that it is 
the will of God. My conversation with Brother 
Cutter on this subject has been both pleasant and 
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profitable. My earnest and frequent prayer is that 
God will direct me in my meditations on this sub- 
ject, and lead me in the path of duty." 

September 30, 1848. "I have become, more than 
ever before, impressed with the lamentable truth 
that professing Christians do too little to spread 
the gospel and glorify God." 

October 9, 1848. " The subject of foreign mis- 
sions gives me much concern. I am examining it 
carefully and prayerfully to know whether it is 
my duty to prepare for so great an undertaking 
as carrying a message from heaven to the heathen 
world. Oh, that I may be instructed and led by 
God himself." 

May -28, 1849. "Heard Rev. Mr. Galoway 
preach on the necessity of prayer and other 
eftbrts to increase the number of ministers in our 
own country. It was the best discourse I have 
ever heard on that subject; and it made me think 
much of abandoning my thoughts of going to 
labor in a foreign land." 

August 25, 1849. "For several days I have 
been considering the mission question, and have 
been comparing that work with the duties which 
I now perform here, and, perhaps, will perform 
if I remain. I have been comparing these two 
fields of labor, not to select one requiring less toil, 
but to ascertain to which of them I should devote 
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my energies. In consequence of being now so 
connected with the institution as to be, perhaps, 
more useful that I could be in any other place, 
and because I can not, with the approbation of 
the committee and others concerned, be released 
from my present duties, I have concluded to re- 
main and superintend the building, and study as 
much as I can. I think this is my duty ; yet my 
prayer is that if God wills otherwise he may so 
control my circumstances and so influence me that 
duty will become plain." 

May 14, 1850. "A few days ago I agreed with 
Dr. Sprecher to remain in connection with the in- 
stitution; I am, therefore, obliged to lay aside the 
design of becoming a foreign missionary." 

January 4, 1851. "Assisted in depositing the 
remains of Bro. J. A. Ruhl in the burying-ground 
of the college. It was a solemn time, and stirred 
anew within me the subject of foreign missions. 
God only direct me." 

January 12, 1851. "Have been very busy since 
the 4th. Have had much peace of mind, but have 
thought deeply about the foreign field." 

This subject is found among the very first en- 
tries in his journal, as one about which he had been 
thinking for a long time ; and these extracts indi- 
cate that his personal duty to the heathen exercised 
his mind during the whole time of his preparation 
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for the ministry, and that when present circnm- 
stances seemed to indicate that his work was in 
the field at home, he would propose to lay the 
whole matter aside ; but soon the conviction that 
he must go abroad would return again, only 
strengthened by being put away for awhile. His 
thoughts and feelings on this subject became part 
of his inner life ; and when the time came for him 
to receive the ministerial office in solemn ordina-* 
tion and enter upon its public functions, he was a 
missionary; not by mere choice of a field of labor, 
but by long-continued convictions of his personal 
duties and responsibilities; so that he was con- 
strained to say, " Woe is me if I preach not the 
gospel of Christ" to the heathen. 

During the summer of 1851 this great life- 
question was upon him. The time had come for 
decision, and for awhile the suspense was painful ; 
but finally the quiet conviction came that his call 
was to the heathen, and he began to prepare the 
way for that work. 

He seemed to feel that the resources of the 
church and the missionary spirit of our people 
would be more fully developed by a new mission 
in the foreign field. His first efl:brt was to inter- 
est the Lutheran people in an enterprise of this 
kind. In July 18, 1851, the following communi- 
cation appeared in the Lutheran Observer: 
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** An Answbb Wanted. — ^It has long been a Bub- 
ject of thought in the minds of some members of 
the l^atheran Church whether we should not have 
a mission in Africa. The hearts of some feel in 
reference to it, and they desire to have the opinion 
of their more wise and experienced fathers and 
brethren. Many words need not be used. We 
earnestly ask, Is the Lutheran Church able and 
willing to furnish the men and the means to establish 
a mission in Africa f or^if suitable and willing men 
can be founds will the church send and support them t 

^^Inquibbb. 

^^ July 8, 1851." 

This inquiry was noticed in the same number 
of the Observer y by tbe editor, as follows : 

"Africa. — ^^A correspondent inquires whether 
the Lutheran Church is willing and prepared to 
establish a mission in Africa t He tells us that if 
the pecuniary means can be procured there are 
men in the church ready to go forth as mission- 
aries. We have not time now to enlarge on this 
subject, but would be glad to hear from others on 
it." 

KTothing more was said, in any church papers 
in reference to this matter until September 5th, 
when the following appeared in the Lutheran 
Ob^firveiri 
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"Mission to Afbioa. — Two valuable and de- 
voted young men at our Wittenberg institutions, 
in Springfield, Ohio, are desirous to go to Africa 
as missionaries and labor for the disenthrallment 1 
and regeneration of that benighted, much-abused, 
and long-neglected region of the world. Being 
Lutherans, and educated in the Lutheran Church, 
they are anxious to go forth under the auspices of 
the church of their fathers and of their choice ; 
and unless this can be accomplished they will 
probably feel it to be their duty to look out for 
patronage elsewhere. 

" The subject has already been referred to in the 
Lutheran OhserveVy and we again call attention to 
it. We are not sure that the executive committee 
of our Foreign Missionary Society have authority 
to establish a mission in Africa; and if they have, 
their late augmentation of missionaries in India 
may, perhaps, preclude the possibility at present 
of extending their operations to that continent. 
Be this as it may, we would suggest to Brothers 
Officer and Summers the propriety of writing to 
said committee on the subject through Rev. Mr. 
Senderling, who is corresponding secretary. In 
the meantime we wish to recommend the subject 
to the notice of the church in general, so that it 
may be agitated and discussed at the approaching 
autumn synods. Such important enterprises should 
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not be precipitated ; let them be . j^ell considered 
and prayed over before decisive steps are taken. 

" We have received a letter on this subject, and, 
though private, we hope to be pardoned for mak- 
ing it public. We see no necessity for secrecy, 
and it is our opinion that in all such matters we 
had better begin and proceed openly, candidly, 
and publicly. "We therefore make room for the 
following communication : '' 

"Wittenberg College, Springfield, C, Aug, 14. 

"Bro. Kurtz: — Please attribute these lines to 
the following reasons : I would solicit your especial 
attention to the question of Bro. Officer, relating 
to a mission in Africa. You would confer a great 
favor by directing the attention of the church to 
this subject, since Bro. Officer and a student of the 
college, Bro. Summers, are willing to go whereve^ 
the church is ready to send them. As to the 
worth and ability of Bro. Officer it is not necessary 
to say much. He enjoys the confidence of all who 
know him. He has been engaged in superintend- 
ing the erection of Wittenberg College, and is 
now principal of the preparatory department. 

" Dr. Sprecher and Prof. Conrad are loth to part 
with him, but he is anxious to engage in a work 
which has so long been impressed upon his mind. 
Bro. Summers is also the very man to accompany 
him. ^If our church will not .attend to this he 
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will probably apply to some one of the foreign 
missionary societies of other donominations. This 
should be attended to. We have now the oppor- 
tunity of securing the services of two pious, de- 
voted, and energetic men ; let us not miss it. 

"By writing one or more articles you may ex- 
cite an interest in the poor Africans, enlist tlie 
sympathies of the church, sustain the hopes of 
these two brothers, and be the chief instrument 
in assisting them to call out the opinions of their 
brethren. 

" Hoping that you will be influenced to do some- 
thing in this matter, I remain yours in Christ 

" Gko. N. H. Peters.' 

About the time that this appeared Mr. Summers 
was taken sick with fever. During that illness he 
became convinced that his constitution would not 
endure the climate of Africa, and therefore aban- 
doned the idea of ever going to that country. 

September 19, 1861. Mr. Officer attended the 
annual meeting of the Wittenberg synod, at this 
time in session at Bucyrus, Ohio. At this synod 
he was publicly set apart to the gospel ministry, 
iind here again offered himself as a missionary to 
Africa. The subject was brought before the con- 
vention, at his request, by Rev. Mr. Peters, but it re- 
ceived no enooarag^ment. The opinion prevailed 



REV. MORKtS OFFICER. 6& 

that the Lutheran Church in this countiy was not 
no^w prepared to undertake such a mission. Of 
this conclusion he writes, "It may be so; but I 
can not see exactly as they do. I scarcely know 
what to do, but think I will, for the present, let 
it rest. I feel that the responsibility, in part at 
least, is removed from me." 

Although differing with his brethren in a mat- 
ter which he deemed so important, he was not 
imbittered, but says, " I have been here five days, 
and have had much pleasure in witnessing the 
transactions of this body. They are nearly all men 
of the most noble hearts and correct deport- 
ment." 

Mr. Officer retained to the last a high regard for 
the ministry of the Lutheran Church, and when 
compelled to differ with them in opinion, as he 
often was, he lost none of his high appreciation 
of them, but always deemed them to be most 
earnest and self-denying men. 

After the adjournment of the synod at Bucyrus 
he was urged to continue his agency for the college, 
upon which he had entered immediately after 
the commencement exercises. He consented, and 
prosecuted this work in the churches of central 
Ohio until in December following. 

He had proposed after the action of the Wit- 
tenberg Synod to let the mission question " rest 
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for the time/' as the responsibility was, in part at 
least, removed from him. But it did not rest 
long. He soon experienced that after all the 
WORK which lay upon his heart, and upon which 
alone he could fix any settled purpose, was a mis- 
sion to the heathen* 
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CHAPTER ni. 

ABRANGINO TO GO TO AFRICA. 

The Amistad, a slave* vessel, lauded at the island 
of Cuba in 1889, having on board a cargo of about 
forty slaves. While this vessel was passing from 
one port of Cuba to another the slaves rose upon 
the crew, murdered the captain, and made two 
Spaniards captives. 

The slaves were, most of them, from the Mendi 
country on the west coast of Africa, and endeav- 
ored to return home ; but the winds and currents 
carried them to the New England coast. The 
captive Spaniards claimed the blacks as their 
property. The matter was in controversy about 
two years; but the blacks were finally declared 
free men. During this time many of them had 
learned to read, and some of them to write. They 
desired to return to their own country, and to have 
a missionary accompany them. 

In the fall of 1841 Wm. Raymond and James 
Steele, as missionaries, accompanied them to Af- 
rica. Steele soon returned; but Raymond suc- 
ceeded in founding a mission at Eftw Mendi. on 
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the Little Boom Eiver. He died in 1847. In 
1848 George Thompson and Anson J. Carter ar- 
rived at the mission. Carter died in a few weeks 
after. In January, 1850, John S. Brooks and 
wife re-enforced Thompson. Mr. Brooks soon 
died. In August, 1850, Thompson returned to 
this country, leaving Brooks in charge of the 
mission. In December, 1850, J. C. Teft and wife, 
F. L. Arnold and wife, Joanna Alden, Hannah 
Moore, Wm. C. Brown, and Samuel Gray were 
sent out to the Mendi Mission. Thompson re- 
turned with the company that went out with Mr. 
Officer in 1852. 

When he found that the Lutheran Church was 
not prepared to co-operate- with him he opened 
correspondcMce with the American Missionary 
Association, as he had learned that he could 
probably arrange with the Executive Committee 
of that association to be employed by them as a 
missionary in Africa on conditions that would not 
hinder him from endeavoring to create such an in- 
terest in the Lutheran Church of the United 
States as would eventually lead to the establish- 
ment of a mission-station on the west coast of 
Africa. 

He was at once invited* by the committee to 
meet them in the city of New York. This meet- 
ing took place in various interviews from the 20th 
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till the 30tli of December, 1851, and resulted in 
an agreement that Mr. Officer was to go out under 
the auspices of the association, but should remain 
in connection with the Lutheran Church, and if 
he could induce his church to support him, that 
is, pay into their treasury so much as would de- 
fray his expenses, the station under his charge 
should be called a Lutheran station; and when 
it became necessary for it to assume any ecclesi- 
astical relation it should be with the Lutheran 

m 

Church ; and in case the expenses of the station 
were defrayed by that church the station was to be 
given up to the Executive Committee of the Lu» 
theran Foreign Missionary Society. 

Having obtained this understanding with the 
association, Mr. Officer felt that he was about to 
represent his church in the missionary operations 
on the west coast of Africa, and that the way might 
yet open to accomplish his cherished purpose of 
establishing a mission in the name of the Lu- 
theran Church. He therefore felt free in asking 
the Lutheran people to co-operate for the present 
with that association, and found considerable en- 
couragement, especially in some of the churches 
of New York state. As he was not to leave this 
country until near the close of the following sum- 
mer, so as to reach the foreign field at the begin- 
ning of the dxy sQiusK>ni h^ ^ea% part of the in^ 
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tervening time operating among the people of his 
own denomination, in behalf of the Mendi Mis- 
sion. 

Mr. Officer had become so necessary in the 
church connected with Wittenberg College, and 
was so much needed in the circle of his own kin- 
dred, that the difficulties of leaving home to live 
in a heathen land were very great. His numerous 
friends were so loth to give him up that they en- 
compassed him with difficulties that almost over- 
whelmed him. His warm attachment to friends 
made it hard indeed; but when it became necessary 
to leave, not only with his old associates, but 
his own parents and his own wife, it was no longer 
bearable ; his heart failed, and there was nothing 
but the inexorable demands of duty to Christ and 
the heathen world that held him to his purpose. 
His sense of duty could not be overcome; hence 
self and everything else was placed upon the altar 
and offered as a sacrifice to Christ's cause. Chris- 
tianity has many martyrs, and he was one who 
dared to tread the path of duty when he felt and 
knew that it was, for the time at least, martyrdom. 

He was joined in holy wedlock with Miss Susan 
Smith, on the 20th day of April, 1852. In his 
first acquaintance with this lady he found her 
willing to go as a missionary to the heathen, and 
at the time of their marriage they expected to go 
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together to Africa. It was, therefore, no ordinary 
disappointment when it became necessary for him 
to go alone. He was a man of very ardent af- 
fections, and few men suflered as much by being 
separated from family and friends as he did; and 
yet, strangely and unfortunately for him, his life- 
work was of such character as required him to be 
absent much of the time from his dear family. 
For the immense personal sacrifice he made in 
this regard he received less sympathy from the 
church at large than was due. His heart was often 
wrung with the thoughtless remark, " Must like to 
be away from home." It was usually made by peo- 
ple who never feel themselves bound to do only 
what they like ; but this was not the measure of 
duty with him. He had taken the cross to follow 
Christ in the literal sense of our Lord's saying, 
" If any man come to me, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he can not 
be my disciple." 

This is hard doctrine, and pleasure-loving Chris- 
tians never give it a literal interpretation. It was 
not that Mr. Officer loved wife and children less, 
but he feared God more; and imperative necessity 
was upon his conscience to do any work to which 
he thought the Master called him. 

The hinderances to leaving were in the main, 
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firsts the infidelity of the church in regard to the 
foreign mission-cause; and, secondly ^ the failing 
health of his wife. 

In reference to the first he has an entry in his 
journal, which is given here after some hesitation. 
It is no doubt a true statement of his experience : 

June 21, 1852. " During the last three or four 
months I have been depressed and sad ; have been 
much tempted with unbelief. One source of my 
doubt and unbelief is the low standard that most 
professors, and generally ministers, put up for 
Christian duty. It seems to me that many are 
unwilling to put in practice what they teach as 
theory — ^as Bible doctrine. They seem to modify 
their teachings so much as to say that their doc- 
trines are impracticable, as a rule of life ; and yet 
they teach them/' 

Letters to his wife in reference to the opinions 
of those who deemed it impracticable for them to 
go to Africa: 

"My Beloved Susan: — * * I every day see 
more the necessity of our giving ourselves really 
up to the work of doing good in whatever way 
Providence may point out. It aftbrds me great 
satisfaction to know that you are willing to go 
with me whenever God may call ; to endure what- 
ever may prove necessary to our usefulness. 
Poverty, want, toil, worldly abuse, and even dis- 
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approbation of professed Christians, are all before 
us; but we must and will live for God. The 
theory of professors of religion is generally 
right; but some are needed to enter upon the 
practice of their pretended belief. It still seems 
to me I could do more for the world by going to 
one of the most destitute, degraded, and ignorant 
people living in an unhealthy climate, where few 
are willing to go, than I could do by remaining 
anywhere is this country. Africa is such a place. 
I only wish to know, to realize, what it is to be 
fully devoted to God. Let us pray for this, for it 
is the one thing necessary. I wish not to live to 
no purpose; I want to do something, and that 
Bomething of real worth to mankind. I will pray 
and think until God gives me freedom from 
some at least of my selfish desires. It may be 
that God will notice us and employ us somewhere 
to do or sufler something for him. The greater 
the trial the more good ; and great trials only se- 
cure more grace. Oh, may God take to himself 
the little we can give." 

In another letter written about the same time 
he says, "Yesterday I received your letter and 
mother's. I r^ad them eagerly, being anxious par- 
ticularly to hear a word from mother in reference 
to our going to Africa. It seems as if this were 
a question so weighty and so diffictdt that we 
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naturally seek counsel from all with whom w*» 
meet. Indeed, I have heard or read but little that 
was new to me for several weeks, which I have 
not examined with care to see whether it would 
develop anything that would aid in deciding this 
question. 

" Most men disapprove of it in most of their 
words and actions ; and if we were to follow them 
we would at once abandon our designs. But we 
do not profess to belong to that class of persons, 
embracing a majority of even our own land, and 
therefore these can not be our pattern nor guide. 

" There is another cldss who profess to be gov- 
erned, not by maxims and opinions of this world, 
but by God's own laws and commands found in 
the Bible. This class is divided. Some sanction 
^d vindicate our intended course, some are silent 
and occupy neutral ground, and the most part dis- 
approve ; so that little can be gained from all these 
taken together. 

" But this whole class unite with me in saying 
that Christians of the present day have but little 
true religion ; that we, the whole class, do not at 
all live OP act according to our professions. They 
say that the Bible is not received or obeyed as it 
was intended to be by its author. And, indeed, 
they say that in this one duty that we are are 
ab(;^ut to assume Hhe church is dead;' bo their 
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theory is only what we would humbly attempt 
to practice. When are they sincere? Is it in 
their private advice to us, or in their more public 
censure of all? We can not follow them in both, 
for they are opposite ; in fact, they are no assist- 
ance at all. 

"The few who sanction and encourage us are 
generally those who most firmly rely upon God, 
and most closely adhere in their belief and con- 
duct to God's word; and therefore they seem 
to be most reliable, even if not so learned or well 
endowed by nature. 

" Those who are favorable to missions generally, 
but who remain silent and will not say go or stayy 
are our nearest and dearest friends. They seem to 
have both sides of the question in view. They 
know the cause is just and good — is God's cause. 
They love God and desire to obey him ; and, on 
the other hand, they see the danger, and feeling 
for us they hesitate until they feel its weight and 
responsibility, then become silent and withdraw 
leaving us alone. 

" Thus it is, then, with those around us and with 
us. The masses are professedly wrong on the sub- 
ject before us. The most of the rest are wrong, 
but not professedly, and right will not proceed from 
wrong. The few that encourage may see only the 
plain duty of Christians generally without know- 
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ing what just exceptions may be taken to our 
suitableness for the work. Those who remain 
neutral may be too much influenced by feeling for 
our safety, and this, together with our many 
defects, keep them from encouraging, while their 
sense of duty to God and their love for the cause 
prevents them from disapproving. All our friends, 
however true and ardent, fail us here, and we are 
left alone to decide a question of fearful weight. 
Only one source of information and aid is left us — 
Christ by his word and Spirit. Perhaps this is the 
trial when *he sticketh closer than a brother;' 
not because other friends will not aid us, but be- 
cause the nature of the case carries us beyond their 
reach. 

"To this one source then we must go. My 
heart feels while I express it; for I well know my 
unfitness to go there. But I have no other refuge 
for my sins, no other comfort for the sorrow of 
my soul, no other strength for my weakness, no 
other hope in despair, no other guide in my per- 
plexity, and no other life in my death. His 
word must instruct; his spirit inspire; his ex- 
ample encourage. M. Officer." 

"My Dear Susan: — I freely confess that the 
state of your health does stagger me. The opin- 
ion of E. and W. makes me xaore tban hesitate; 
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it makes me re^ew the ground upon which I 
stand. I know that W.'s judgment much over- 
reaches mine; his advantages far exceed mine; 
his age and experience are much greater ; and when 
I look at the facts only, I am surprised at myself 
and wonder how I ever wandered here. But when 
I retrace the way I find God's own word, and upon 
review of its teachings I conclude I am right at 
last. Tour health may be insufficient. I would 
be glad if some persons of firm health would go ; 
or rather, I wish we had good health. But neither 
is the case. I can no longer defer my return to 
you ; our present perplexities require us to be to- 
gether. Do not be unhappy. Luther's wife used 
to remind him in times of trouble ' that God was 
not dead.' M. Offickb." 

" My Beloved Susan : — You want to hear about 
our destiny. The committee strongly recommend 
my going alone first to have some houses erected, 
and then return for you. What do you think of 
it If It seems from what they say, and from the 
opinion of the other missionaries, that this would 
be best. I can not express any opinion of my 
own about this now; it is a hard question. The 
committee have promised to get all the informa- 
tion they can on this question and communicate 
it to me as soon as possible. They do not pretend 
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to exercise any control over persons on sucli points 
as this, but giving £eicts and their opinions leave 
each one to decide for himself. Our responsibility 
is, indeed, great. God has given us life ; how shall 
we use it? May God by some means direct us. 

"M. Officer." 

He takes counsel with his parents, and writes 
from the parental home : 

" Beloved Susan : — I came here to see my dear 
parents. You may suppose I could relish meeting 
with my father, now a warm-hearted Christian, 
and my mother, who has been such ever since the 
days of my boyhood. Religion gives tone and fin- 
ish, yes, and foundation and power to every proper 
feeling of the heart. Without religion, what 
is the family relation? Observation teaches me 
that it is almost anything at all, either good or bad. 
We loved each other before my father and I em- 
braced Christ as our hope; but if we had then 
been called to consult in regard to our separation 
and my departure to a distant and dangerous land, 
I know not how we could have spoken, for this 
life was all we had then, and we clung to it as our 
all, so that when its arrangements were inter- 
rupted all was confusion ; and surely such a sep- 
aration would have set all our plans in disorder 
and swept away all our enjoyments. But now it is 
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not SO, although we do feel that a trial is coming; 
yet we believe that grace and strength are com- 
ing too. We can talk of this undertaking calmly. 
I rejoice that I have parents who love God and can 
yield to his call. And they, I believe, can thank 
God that he has enabled them to rear up one who 
is willing to give the helping hand to the spirit- 
ually needy, — the ignorant, downtrodden, and neg- 
lected. My parents would rather it had not thus 
fallen to my lot; but if my duty lies in a distant 
land they are willing to part with me and submit 
to the divine will. I have talked with them much 
since my return, and have had real pleasure and 
satisfaction in their society. 

"M. Opmobr." 

The anticipation of a long separation from her 
was painful to his jnind and feelings. At times it 
seemed that he must abandon the African field. 
After he had about concluded to go alone, in an 
interview with Mr. Whipple, a member of the 
committee, he said to him, " If the women now 
going out do not endure the climate better than 
the former company did, I will not feel it my duty 
to take my wife there." 

During his visit to his^ parents he writes : 

" My Dear Susan : — I will not leave you unless 
you can fully acquiesce in the plan, and can say to 
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me go. Qod can show duty so plainly that we can 
see it, and I trust he will do so. If, after we have 
met, prayed, and talked over the suggestions of 
the committee, you can fully approve of it, and 
feel that you can remain until I return, then that 
will be the course. It is chiefly your welfare that 
makes me consider at all the plan proposed ; and 
if your judgment and feelings can not both favor 
my going alone, then the decision is made. In 
my desire to go and be as free as possible to act 
when there, I have not made any such proposal 
to the committee, nor have acceded to any of 
theirs, as would bind me to go alone. You ask 
how long they wish me to be absent the first time. 
Perhaps one year. The committee do not dictate 
to their missionaries so much as they advise. They 
think it much safer for us both, and especially for 
you. We would probably both take the acclima- 
ting fever at once, and could render each other 
no assistance; and as the climate is peculiarly 
fatal to females, they think it prudent for you not 
to go until better houses are erected. 

"M. Opficbb." 

The committee at one time proposed to Mr. 
Officer that he should go immediately, — that is, in 
the spring of 1852, — and select a location and de- 
termine ^hat materials would be needed for 
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bouses, and return in six months. But he very 
justly thought such a work could not be wisely 
done in so short a time, and did not favor the 
project. 

Springfield^ OhiOy July 7, 1862. "I have felt 
dejected for the last two days in consequence of 
Susan's ill-health and apparent inability to go with 
me, or remain herfe while I go. Her feebleness 
seems to require my presence, and yet I can not 
but feel it my duty to go to the Mendi Mission. I 
am willing to stay here if it is duty ; but it seems 
to me that already the great error of Christians 
is to care too much for this life, and when we, 
who profess to have some desire for the missionary 
work, draw back it is hurtful to the cause. I 
would like to oppose the leading errors of the 
church and world in the hope of doing more 
for the truth. The great error of Christians is 
not want of professed belief in the duty to labor 
and endure self-denial for Christ, but in the actual 
neglect to perform what they acknowledge to be 
duty. A dift'erent day must dawn upon the 
church, and through her upon the world, or 
prophecy, as we understand it, must fail. The 
church becomes weaker. Christians themselves 
are losing confidence in their religion, however 
noisy many may talk about the triumphs of the 
gospel. This is the day in which is needed a prac- 

6 
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ticalOhristianity, an exemplification of doctrine in 
life." 

October 5, 1852. "I am now aoout ready to start 
for New York, where I expect, in two or three 
weeks, to embark for the Mendi Mission, West Afri - 
ca. I have now been here at Springfield several 
weeks, and after reviewing the claims of Africa, 
compared with those of other countries, I am still 
convinced that they are stronger than any other. 
The Africans are naturally, perhaps, more help- 
less, have been longer neglected, more wronged 
and abused, and are now, as a race, more vilified 
and oppressed than any others; and the sickliness 
of their^climate and their degraded condition are 
not sufficient excuse for neglecting them as we 
have done. I would, therefore, on the ground of 
their greater need, rather go to Africa than to the 
other heathen nations. 

"I prefer the Mendi Mission because it is under 
the auspices of the American Mission Association, 
which is antislavery; for whatever apologies we 
may now frame for our connection with that 
abomination, we shall one day desire to be entirely 
free from it; and it is unwise to adhere to any 
institution because it is popular, when we know 
that in the end we will have to give account di- 
rectly to God for our conduct. 

" I go alone for one year and leave my wife in 
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this country, because, after examining all the cir- 
cumstances connected with the case, I believe it to 
be the safest and best for her, and the most useful 
to the mission. 

"I have chosen the foreign field because I have 
believed that it would be more useful, even to the 
church at home, than to remain in this country; 
and the more I mingle with professing Christians 
here the more I am confirmed in this opinion. 
The wants of the church at home are indeed 
many; but they are often created wants. Pride 
in the church and in the world is very costly. A 
proud and selfish man is full of wants ; but if his 
want of humility and love for others were removed 
he would not need so much. So if the church 
were once made sensible of the object of its for- 
mation, and had a real desire to do its work, there 
would not be half the noise about poverty and 
want at home. The best way to bring about such 
a state of affairs is for each one to engage in the 
work himself, and show that he regards it im- 
portant." 

He met with a disappointment and trial of pa- 
tience in not leaving New York as soon as was 
expected. The meantime was spent, in part, visit- 
ing churches, mostly Lutheran, in New York 
state. In these he presented the cause, and was 
much encouraged. He found in Brotiier Dox, of 
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Lockport, a warm friend, and thought him a man 
of large views and warm feelings, a man of mncli 
thought and holy discipline. The company of 
this man strengthened his purposes and cheered 
his heart. Mr. Officer always responded quickly 
to the offer of sympathy. 

He was much cheered hy Dr. Paine, of Albany, 
Rev. Van Alstine, and others, of whom he says, 
^^ My mingling with these brethren has been re- 
freshing to me, and I hope will prove a blessing to 
them and the mission." Some, however, even 
here, gave him the cold shoulder. 

In his travels here he spent one day on the cars 
vrith a Whig candidate for the presidency, but was 
evidently not in sympathy with the political hang- 
ers-on. "Have traveled all day with Oeneral 
Scott, who made speeches at most of the stations. 
He seems to be a sensible man, but the people, 
his friends, are supersensible — manifest too much 
feeling. A foolish thing done in a foolish manner 
can not be destitute of folly. I have been obliged 
to live within myself all day. I could not enter 
into conversation for a few minutes without being 
obliged to hear profane words from him to whom 
I might speak.' 

In New York City his time was spent in com- 
pleting his outfit, visiting the places of most note 
for instruction and entertaiiimexit^ irnting lettera. 
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and reading, among other books, the Koran. And 
though he was constantly employed, yet the delay 
was a tedious disappointment. He was eager to 
commence the work of saying to the heathen, 
"Behold the Lamb of God." For this he had 
parted from dear ones. In his impatience he writes, 
" I feel sad to see day after day pass without accom- 
plishing anything. I think of home— of my dear 
Susan, with whom I should have remained longer 
if I had known of this delay. I pray that it may 
be for the best." 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 

" October 27, 1851. 

" My Dear Susan : — ^I have just read your sec- 
ond letter, and it does me good. We have sepa- 
rated for awhile in a great, good cause. I have 
lost sight of what men may say in this matter, 
and now turn my thoughts to the power of wis- 
dom and mercy. We have acted as we thought 
best for the cause, and thus far I rejoice in the ar- 
rangement. I appreciate the kindness of those 
here who manifest so much interest in having me 
see what is interesting about the city. But all 
they are worth to me is the little instruction I may 
here and there obtain from them. When in the 
midst of them I think more of you than of theni. 
unless it is while examining something that may 
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be of use to me in my work. Whenever the sight 
is one of amusement, it is everything else to me, 
while I confess that if you were along we could 
take delight in it. The year, I think, will pass 
pleasantly away when I am once in the place of 
duty. Even now I feel content while visiting those 
who will give aid to the mission, or while employed 
with profitable study, but not so when amusement 
or idleness is the order of the hour." 

*' New York, November 12/ 1852. 

"My Beloved Susan: — ^I have just read your 
letter with mingled feelings of joy and sadness. 
It is no use to say always that we are joyful, for it is 
not true. We may aftect it, but the heart knows 
better and speaks to us in its own tones. 'Sot can 
we at all times conquer the emotions that arise in 
us. The feelings move not by rule, nor will they 
be so controlled. I feel a sadness when I think of 
the lonely hours that you will have while I am 
gone. I know that times will come when your 
heart will think no sorrow like its own, and will 
almost refuse to be comforted; and this thought 
makes me sad. But on the other hand, I have 
still the belief that we have done right. This 
gives joy, and therefore are my feelings mingled. 
But I am not all feeling; there is purpose too. I 
shall do no violence to my feelings; they may Dlay 
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about, for they have abnost learned to do so with- 
out interfering with my purposes. I do not wish 
to neglect duty, for there is an account to be given. 
I do not wish to hush these emotions of the af- 
fections, for that would be moral death. 

"M. OracER.*' 

The remainder of this letter gives the reasons 
for his hope of being able to interest the Lutheran 
people in an African mission. 

Mr. Officer's correspondence with his family 
would, of itself, make an interesting and instruct- 
ive book. It was continued during all his life, 
and abounds in expressions of great tenderness 
and earnest longing to be with them more con- 
stantly. It contains, also, some of his most pro- 
found thoughts, and gives very superior counsel 
and advice concerning their temporal and spiritual 
interests. 
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OHAPTEE IV. 

THE VOYAGE FROM NEW YORK TO KAW MBNDI. 

Tlie company of missionaries sent to the Mendi 
Mission at this time were Mr. Officer, Mr. Thomp- 
son and wife and two children, Mr. Barton and 
wife and one child. Miss Sexton, Miss Aldrich, 
Miss McGuire, and Dr. Cole. 

Saturday Morning^ December 25, 1852. They 
were a^embled at the mission-rooms for the last 
time before leaving for their field of labor. They 
VAcre not sorry, for they had waited many tedious 
days for a suitable vessel. 

New York City may be interesting to fast men, 
but it was not the most charming place for this 
company of earnest Christians. Still, it aftbrded 
them a good opportunity to study human nature. 
Mr. Officer thought if he had the alphabet well 
learned in New York he could read anywhere, as 
all of human character with all the developments 
of the passions, good and bad, are in this great 
city. 

As they awaited orders from the vessel not much 
was said. Now and then a question and reply were 
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heard, Eacli seemed to converse with himsell 
There was no romance in the soene. Each one 
thoughtfully appeared to be inquiring whether he 
was righty and, as if having once more reached 
the conclusion that the object was worthy and he 
was ready, looked calm and determined. 

A quick, firm tread was heard in the hall lead- 
ing to their room, and soon there entered a well* 
dressed, exact little man who received the saluta- 
tion, " Good morning, captain." He spoke a few 
pleasant words, and then asked if all were ready^ 
On receiving an aflBlrmative reply he said, "The 
bark lies in North Eiver, off Castle Garden. The 
boats are all in readiness at White Hall. I will 
meet the company there in an hour." This was 
the expected summons. They bade good-by to a 
few friends at White Hall, and soon were on board 
the "Martha Clark," a well-rigged, well-built bark 
of two hundred and forty tons. The cook having 
escaped from the vessel, they could not sail until 
Monday. No one went ashore during Sunday. 
They had services on board, at which all were 
present except the watch. At 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon there was the cry, "Man overboard." 
They saw the poor fellow float in the ebbing tide, 
coloring the water with his blood. He fell from 
one of the yard-arms, and was probably killed in- 
stantly. A boat pursued, but his body could not 
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be recovered. It was sad to all, especially the 
sailors, who regarded it as a token of ill during 
tiie voyage. 

On Monday they set sail against the wind and 
reached Sandy Hook, where they anchored to wait 
for better weather for "clearing the coast." At 
4 o'clock Tuesday evening they put to sea. The 
ocean had been terribly disturbed during the pre- 
ceding twenty-four hours, and now came pitching 
at them in a fearful manner, while a strong wind 
carried them forward at the rate of eight miles an 
hour. To those unaccustomed to the sea the scene 
was grand. As long as they went directly against 
the sea the vessel bowed and courtesied gracefully. 
But soon the coarse was changed, and the waves 
were crossed obliquely ; then the motion was nei- 
ther a bow nor a waddle, but a combination of 
both, that brought sea-sickness to a crisis. Mr. 
Officer suffered but little in this, and made himself 
busy in attending to the wants of the rest of the 
company. 

The wind continued to blow with increasing vio- 
lence, and the little bark careered wildly among 
the watery mountains. Just as the last points of 
land were visible the sun shone out a few minutes 
from under a dense cloud that hung down almost 
to the water's edge, and then disappeared. It was, 
for our company, night at sea — ^their first night 
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out, and a rough one too. A little after dark 
the waves became still more turbulent, and tossed 
them furiously. 

As the company were too sick for any of the 
substantials of life at tea-time, the captain, late in 
the evening, ordered gruel. It was brought, and 
mugs were arranged on the table to receive it. 
The captain proceeded to dip, ordering the cabin- 
boy to hold the saucepan to its place on the floor. 
A few mugs were filled. Mr. Officer started with 
one of them to some of the sick in their state- 
rooms, when a toss of the ship sent him forward, 
over the comer of the table, into a jumble of 
trunks and boxes, which, having broken from 
their fastenings, were tumbling as the vessel 
rolled. He looked around to find his position 
just in time to see the mugs bound from the table. 
One emptied its contents upon the captain's back 
as he was stooping to dip from the pan. Another 
tilt of the boat put Mr. Officer astride a trunk 
and carried him to the other side of the room. 
As he passed the door of the ladies' cabin he saw 
Miss Sexton snugly perched in one end of a lounge, 
with little Moses in her arms, looking as cool and 
collected as at any time. She was blocked in be- 
tween the state-room and mizzen mast, somewhat 
out of the way of the evolutions of chairs, great 
and small, going helter-skelter about the floor. 
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But the cabin-boy! He had orders. If he left 
home and went to sea to escape the restraints of 
some parent whose requests he thought too stern^ 
he has not bettered his condition, for he is now 
obeying an imperative commajid to hold on; and 
he is doing it at all hazards. There he is, flat 
upon the floor, sliding about in the spilled gruel. 
No matter which side of himself is up, his business 
is to keep the pan right side up; and he does it 
bravely. Gruel or no gruel, it is his business to 
keep this pan right; and he is attending to it. 
The boy is not alone in trouble. The general con- 
dition of things was one of motion, and every one 
has some mishap of his own to contend with. The 
gruel was finally served, and each one passed the 
night as well as he could. The gale subsided, but 
the sea continued rough, with occasional hard 
winds, until the 5th of January, 1853. 

During one of j:he gales a ball of fire appeared 
on the mast-head, and descended some distance 
down the mast. This luminous body is called St. 
Elmo's Light, and is supposed to be a collection 
of electricity floating in the atmosphere and at- 
tracted by the ship. The superstitious sailors were 
terrified at its appearance, as they supposed it a 
token of some great disaster soon to follow. The 
man at the wheel was so terror-stricken as to let go, 
and the vessel veered round in the water. 
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. On th^ night of the 5th of January tney were 
overtaken by a storm, the violence of which the 
captain never saw surpassed. The scene was 
truly terrific. The wind drove the ship, with sails 
furled, at the rate of twelve miles an hour, mak- 
ing a howling noise in the rigging. Heavy seas 
dashed over the cabin and poured into the deck. 
The strokes of the waves against the hull sounded 
like claps of distant thunder, while the torrents of 
rain and the contending billows roared like Ni 
agara. The heavy ocean would at one time tose 
the vessel like a chip, and the next moment would 
seem to bury it beneath the overwhelming floods. 
Every joint seemed to creak and groan, and the 
whole ship trembled like an aspen. At one time 
she was struck with such force as to throw her at 
most on "beam ends,'* and immense waves, sweep- 
ing over her entire length, pressed her deep down 
into the sea. This violent strt)ke broke loose 
everything that was at all movable in the cabin 
and on deck ! The stove, table, chairs, baggage, 
and ship stores were thrown from side to side and 
tumbled in great heaps. A cabin door was sprung 
open, and a great quantity of water rushed in to 
add to the general discomfort and confusion. The 
storm lasted for several hours, and death seemed 
at hand; but the company, going to God, held 
their usu^ evening worship. It was impossible 
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to observe much form, but one read Psalms cvii. 
23-27: "They that go down to the sea in ships, 
that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. 
For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy winds, 
which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount 
up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths : 
their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel 
to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and 
are at their wit's end.'* 

This passage had a torce and accuracy of de- 
scription at that time which that little company 
of missionaries had never discovered in it before. 
And after the storm, why should they not continue 
to read from the same Psalm for the morning les- 
son? "Then they cry unto the Lord in their 
trouble, and he bringeth them out of their dis- 
tresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the 
waves thereof ar© still. Then are they glad be- 
cause they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto 
their desired haven." 

It was about 2 o'clock in the morning when the 
storm began to abate. The sea gradually settled 
down till day-dawn, when the clear sky brought 
no small degree of joy and gladness. Even the 
ship seemed like some weary animal taking rest 
after a fierce encounter with a terrible foe. She 
went leisurely along, the sails hanging loosely 
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down, and she suffered herself to be turned by 
every curving wave. How magnificent and how 
terrible is the ocean and its storms! To the de- 
vout mind they often look as though they were 
the chariot of God. 

These dangers of the sea gave occasion for Mr. 
Ofiicer to go to God; and he writes, ^'I am led 
more than at other times to think of the end, and 
am impressed with the necessity of improving the 
time given me. I shall try to make the best of 
this voyage in preparing for my work at the mis- 
sion. That is now the immediate object of my 
efforts. I will proceed to prepare for it, though I 
may never reach the place of my intended labor* 
That, however, is not mine to calculate upon." 

The remainder of the voyage was wearisome, 
contending with alternate winds and calms; and 
Mr. Officer, ever seeking for lessons of Providence, 
was constantly reflecting upon these, and writes, 
"I am much impressed by these scenes. They 
seem designed for some end. Is it to make me 
feel my own insignificance and the vanity of this 
life? If so, oh may it do its office. This long de- 
lay, and the indication, sometimes, that I may never 
reach Mendi, has caused me to inquire whether I 
have not run before being called; but upon exam- 
ination I hope not. I do pray that the good de- 
signed by this discipline may be realized." 
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The captain was a persevering Yankee. He 
tncked, but thought the winds tacked as often. 
During the calms he betook himself to his jack- 
knife, and, in true Yankee style, turned whole 
staves of pine barrels into curiing shavings, while 
he queried with the company who of all the 
preachers aboard was the Jonah causing the dei- 
lay, and proposed means of getting rid of him. 
The sailors gathered up the signs of good and bad 
luck and skillfully put them together so as to 
bring out the result. The passengers, weary of 
their slow progress, imagined that they saw the 
same waves they had passed a day or two before, 
for the log-book showed that their place on the 
chart was " stowed full of marks all nearly par- 
allel.^' 

During the fifth week of their voyage sailing 
was more favorable, and they were wafted onward 
by fair breezes and began to feel they were ap- 
proaching the mysterious home of the black man ; 
and on the Slst of January the long-looked for 
land appeared. 

As Mr. Officer's first impressions were his own 
individual experience it is given as much as possi- 
ble in his own language, although the matter, for 
the sake of brevity, is re-arranged. In a rather 
humorous letter to a friend he says, " Of the voy- 
age I shall say nothing. Indeed, it will be safer 
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for me, after so sudden and so complete a transition, 
to let all anterior to my seeing the smoky hills about 
Freetown pass at once, and tell only of my new ex- 
istence here; for if, with the machinery of thought 
so overcharged and confused, I should attempt both 
there might be danger of getting these tall palms 
on the rocking waves, and have our little bark ca- 
reering wildly among the pointed hills ; or I might 
worse offend by placing the dark, clumsy lip of some 
Krooman on one of our Anglo-Saxon seamen. 
' You may think this only talk; but come over and 
try it, and though Fichte and his theory have 
passed away, yet you would hardly believe your 
senses till you would often try the proposition, * I 
am I.' Why, I believe if you would bring an 
American oyster here it would suffer from the 
change. But you want facts. How shall I give 
them? Even if I knew the names of things you 
would want some description or comparison, and 
I know of no objecte similar. The country ap- 
pears much more strange than I supposed any 
part of earth could. It is beautiful, romantic, and 
altogether new to me. 

" The mountains seen in the distance as we ap- 
proached the shore appeared like huge piles of 
impenetrable clouds resting on the face of the 
waters, and as the sun arose and blushed through 
the smoky atmosphere they presented an irregular 

7 
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keap of Mlis and mountains rising two thousand 
foet high, and wearing, at first, a wild and rugged 
appearance ; but a still clearer view revealed the 
forest and fields with which they were clad, and 
the whole scene softened down to one truly pict- 
uresque and beautiful. One peak, called Sugar 
Loaf, stretched far above the rest and thrust its 
head into liie passing clouds, which, being thus 
obstructed and broken, rolled down its sides and 
twirled about its summit with an air of resentment 
and fury. Sometimes it seemed as though there 
were two sets of mountains which stood out from 
the lower and ^ upper deep,* and Were greeting and 
kissing each other in mutual friendship. 

" As we followed the windings of the river, and 
often tacked to make way against the land breezes, 
we saw from different points of view the ridges 
and ravines winding down to the water. This 
and the alternate lights and shades cast upon the 
elevations and depressions of the mountains af- 
forded one of the grandest panoramas ever beheld* 
For the most part the base of these mountains, if 
extending to the water, are a line of massive gran- 
ite rock ; but where this is wanting the red-sand 
beach looks like a vien of gold-dust, stripped off*, 
ready for use. 

" Our pilot was a black man, a native of Sierra 
Leone, well dressed, polite, luad spoke English 
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With ease. But about three miles from the town 
we were met by two men who came rapidly across 
the water in their small canoes, both sitting flat 
in the bottom and paddling their best. . One had 
on a pair of fine black broadcloth pantaloons, 
that- was all; the other about a yard of calico 
about his waist and an old fur cap on his head. 
One of these men lei^ed from his canoe upon the 
gangway, and, passing over the bulwarks, pre- 
sented himself before the captain ^as one head 
Sjrooman for unload de ship,' and with a second 
graceful bow, and a peculiar emphasis and tone, 
asked, * You can't hire me, cap'in ? Me sabby dis 
pelaver plenty ' — that is, I know the business well ; 
and handing the captain a small paper, a recom- 
mendation from some former employer, he added, 
*Di8 book can show you me got good name.' 
There was now a rush of canoes, but a command 
to 'keep clear' prevented any more coming on 
board. These men were of the Kroomen tribe. 
They were exceedingly well formed for strength, 
and their countenance betokened courage and 
firmness. I thought then I saw the Krooman 
I had read of, and would try to have a sight of 
each of the other tribes as they would appear, end 
thus the scene would come on gradually and I 
coul 1 compare and arrange all. But what an 
idea ! Those were only two of them, and in only 
Oiie of their various modes of dress. 
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"Finally the welcome, *Let go the anchor/ wag 
heard, a coarse rattle of the great cable followed, 
the ship dropped her wings, wheeled round, and 
all was still. * We're there/ * Let's go ashore/ 
Old-fashioned words, but once more in demand. 
W"e were all glad. As the boat was not yet ready 
I stood and looked about. Some ten or twelve 
vessels of considerable size lay at anchor in the 
capacious and safe harbor, and among them one old 
< slaver' dismantled and branded, * Blood Hound 
No. 2,' to teU what vessel had captured it, and 
that it was the second that had been taken by the 
same vessel. That part of the harbor next the 
wharf was literally alive with smaller crafts of 
every variety of construction and finish. I could 
see a decided difterence between the Kroo canoe, 
which a man might carry under his arm, and the 
man-of-war in a direct comparison ; but by taking 
the smallest boat and then passing to the next in 
size, through the sizes, I could not tell where the 
canoe ended and the ship began. 

" My attempt to classify the inhabitants resulted 
in the same manner. There were the French, the 
English, the Dutch, the Spanish, the American, 
and a great variety of African tribes. It is said 
that one hundred and forty tribes are represented 
in Freetown, a city of fourteen thousand inhab- 
itants. 
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"You need no description of this motley group 
and the scene at the wharf. You can just change 
the color of the people and their language from 
articulate sounds to a clatter, keep in mind about 
the dress, take away the omnibuses, and then im- 
agine the landing of a steamboat at one of our 
cities on the lake. A score of boys and men ran 
after us to carry whatever we had in our hands, 
for it is not at all supposed that a ^ gentleman' will 
carry anything himself, not even his hat, unless 
he has it on his head. I had a small bundle, and 
was chased closely. Some followed into town, 
running before me, now and then saying, ^ Massa, 
me carry;' and when I refused their services they 
manifested the most complete surprise. ^ Don yo 
no see im^ dat man? Him carry is own. He ! 
Augh! Dat im's fashion. Oh,hor Then they 
would wheel away. 

" I went with the captain through the burning 
streets to the custom-house, where all seemed to 
be almost overcome with heat, and yet the clerks 
dated their writings February 1st. Could it be 
possible ! The perspiration rolled down over their 
faces and mine. The sun was almost overhead, 
and poured down his hot rays, and yet it was the 
first day of the last winter montti, and the trees 
were full of leaves and fruit. The ground was 
warm and dry; the grass was withered and parole - 
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ed. I could only call it February and mean 
August. We walked about the town until nearly 
night. The whole seemed more like a picture or 
a reverie than a reality; and when the sun went 
down behind the heights of Wilberforce we retired 
to our beds, and could scarcely determine whether 
we were retiring to dream over realities or to 
awake from a fantastic trance/' 

Eaw Mendi was the old station on the Little 
Boom River in the Sherbro country, about one 
hundred and twenty miles south-east from Free- 
town. One hundred miles of this distance was 
along the coast, the remainder on the river. The 
company of missionaries now sent out were to 
establish one or two new stations on another river 
about fifty miles distant. But it was necessary to 
visit the old station to confer in regard to the plans 
of labor. 

Accordingly Mr. Officer and Dr. Cole, together 
with Mr. Teftt who had come up from the mission 
to meet them, embarked in a canoe about forty 
feet long and five feet wide at the top, and of 
three tons burden. About eight feet of the after 
part was povered with tarred canvas, so as to af- 
ford shelter. The crew consisted of the captain 
and six native men. Soon after starting they 
manifested uneasiness. The missionaries learned 
ihat their aouQexn was AlMHit ^ dangeroUB place in 
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liie Tnouth of the river, where a ledge of rocks 
obstructed the mouth of the channel, and at times 
gave a whirling motion to the water so as often to 
capsize open boats. The place is called Muiphy. 
As they came near the captain, seeing the white 
§omak of the eddying water, exclaimed, ^^ Murphy 
be mad die time fmr true/* and was reluctant to 
venture into ihe place. But with a little taicow- 
agement from the missionaries he went on and 
passed through safely. Kight came on, the tide 
turned, the innd was unfavorable, tiie sea a little 
rough, the canoe deeply loaded. They cast anchor 
and lay down to sleep; but an occasional wave 
over the side of the boat and upon their beds did 
not contribute to comfort or repose. The next 
morning they reached the town of York and 
called on Rev. Mr. Eheman, a German mission- 
ary, who had been reared and educated in the 
Lutheran Church, but joined the Church of Eng- 
land that he might be sent as a missionary to 
Africa. This good man and his wife received 
them cordially and gave them a warm breakfal^. 
Mr. Officer often stopped with this pious fiwnily, 
and never could forget the sincere friendship they 
always showed him. York is a town frequently 
spoken of by missionaries. It has one thousand 
inhabitants, two churches, and two or three schools, 
l^aeh havii^ several teachers. 
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After breakfast the company set out on their 
voyage, and during the day passed the Banana 
islands, off Cape Shilling, and entered Yawiy 
Bay. This measures about thirty miles across 
its mouth, and when the wind is from the south- 
west is rough and difficult to cross with an open 
boat. It WBB at this time comparatively smooth, 
and they passed safely and pleasantly. The night 
following they passed through the Sherbro River, 
a lagoon separating Sherbro Island from the 
main land. This is in some places wide and deep, 
in others narrow, with great mud banks extendmg 
from the swampy shores on both sides. Here 
there is no danger from the violence of the water, 
but the traveler may find himself aground on one 
of these expansive mud banks. 

The second morning they landed at Bonthe, on 
the eastern side of Sherbro Island. Here was a 
trading-station kept by an Englishman, who in- 
vited them to breakfast. His hospitality they 
gladly accepted for, with little rest during the 
night, they were weary and faint. 

Leaving here, after passing several small islands, 
they came to York Island, at the mouth of the Lit- 
tle Boom, twenty miles from Kaw Mendi. This 
island formerly belonged to a company of slave- 
traders living in London, and was one of the most 
extensive slave marts on the west coast. Parts of 
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tiie barracoon, or fortified slaye-pen^ were yet 
standing, bat the encroachments of the water 
were fast removing all from sight. Would to 
Grod that all traces of the traffic could be wash- 
ed out! 

Between this place and the mission the banks 
of the Jong and the Little Boom are low and 
swampy. At low tide the scene is rather dismal, 
but at high tide it is beautiful. Then all the mud 
banks are covered, and the mangrove, with its 
thousand roots spreading apart and its dense fo- 
liage lining both banks and seeming to rest on the 
water, give a truly enchanting appearance. 

As our company passed up from York Island 
there was both high and low tide in the river, 
and they saw a little of both the dismal and the 
beautiful. They were entertained on the way by 
the clatter of monkeys, the voice of the parrot, 
and the heavy plunge of the crocodile as he 
launched into the water. As the day was closing 
the "home song" of the boatmen told that they 
were near their journey^s end, and the opening 
about the mission appeared. 

As they drew up to the wharf about fifty little 
boys and girls, and a goodly number of grown 
persons, met them. Mr. Officer went ashore hasti- 
ly, but before he could reach it many were in the 
water reaching forth their hands of welcome. He 
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Bhook hands with aU, sometimes having several 
hands in each of his. They were exceedingly re- 
joiced to «ee the missionaries, who were glad to 
reach at last the place of their destination. It 
was Saturday evening, February 5, 1853. They 
had been only a little over two days in coming 
from Freetown. Mr. Officer passed over this 
route six different times. 
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CHAPTER V. 

AT MENBI UNTIL THE CLOSE OF THE DRT SEASON, AND 
AT FREETOWN DURING THE RAINS. 

The work of a missionary is very various. This 
v^as especially so with him. But the preaching 
of Christ was the end for the accomplishing of 
which he did all other things ; neither was this 
postponed until all else was done first. He enter- 
ed upon this work immediately after reaching the 
mission, and continued it constantly during his 
entire stay on that heathen shore. 

He reached the Mendi Mission on Saturday, the 
5th of February, 1853, and opened his long-cher- 
ished work the next morning at lOJ o'clock by 
preaching his first sermon on heathen soil from 
Exodus xiv. 15, " Speak unto the children of Is- 
rael, that they go forward." In the afternoon 
he united with the little church at the mission in 
the celebration of the holy sacrament. Thus was 
spent the first Sabbath in a heathen land. 

He taught some in the school at the mission. 
fio preached nearly every Sunday, once or twice. 
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and taught in the Sunday-schools. He often 
preached during the week, as there was opportuni- 
ty. Sometimes he had large audiences, but often 
they were small. Most of his preaching, in con- 
nection with the Mendi Mission, was in the Sher- 
bro at Bonthe, and the towns adjacent. While at 
Freetown, where he remained during the rainy 
season, he preached at most of the places of hold- 
ing worship by the different societies in the col- 
ony. 

Our missionaries at IS'ew York, in company 
with the Executive Committee, had mapped out 
the Mendi country, and laid their plans of opera- 
tions. Having a promise from the chiefs of the 
country that they would desist from war and re- 
ceive the missionaries, the prospect of a large 
field fully ripe to the harvest was inviting. They 
prepared houses to take and out at once set th^m 
up at the falls of the Boom River, and there, at 
a good distance inland, open a new station. But 
now imagine the crushing disappointment of these 
ardent men, who had gone forward through the 
storms and across the billows of the Atlantic with 
high hopes, to find, immediately upon their ar- 
rival, that their plans c^uld not be carried out, 
and that there was almost no opportunity of doing 
any important work. 

The war had broken out a^ain among the chie&. 
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Nearly every town on the north side of the Boom, 
above the old station at £[aw Mendi, had been de- 
stroyed by fire. This whole region presented 
nothing but a scene of desolation and murder, 
fear and misery. The old mission was saved 
by a proclamation from the governor of Sierra 
Leone, warning the chiefs, on pain of having their 
towns destroyed and themselves punished if the 
missionaries were disturbed. In consequence of 
this war and the character of the Boom B.iver, 
which proved not to be a navigable stream, it was 
wholly impracticable to take the houses for the 
new station up to the falls. 

The old station, Kaw Mendi, had a school of 
sevienty-nine scholars enrolled ; was in a town of 
about one hundred inhabitants, and the country 
adjacent thinly settled with people who were 
mostly Mohammedans, over whom it is almost im- 
possible to exert any influence. And as there were 
nine missionaries and no place to operate in ex- 
cept this little station, the situation was pain- 
fully embarrassing. The whole aspect of things 
was so different from what was anticipated that 
they were confounded. They hesitated and de- 
layed and diftered in opinion as to what course 
to pursue. At length they held a meeting to ar- 
range some division of labor. Mr. Officer was ap- 
pointed to go into the Sherbro region and see 
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what opening there might be for a station. Iia- 
mediately upon arriving at Bonthe he started with 
Mr. Taylor, a trader, on a tour along the coast, 
looking at places recommended as suitable for 
mission-stations. He visited, among other places, 
Debea, where the Liberian colony was at one time 
located. After visiting many points and prayer- 
fully considering their relative importance he rec- 
ommended Bonthe as a new station. 

On the 30th of March the schooner Elizabeth, 
on which the houses and additional supplies were 
shipped at New York, arrived at Bonthe. Mr. 
Officer superintended the unloading of the material 
for the houses, and transporting of the boxes of 
clothing and provisions up to the mission. He wish- 
ed to know of the company what should be done 
with the houses. Would they agree to erect one 
at Bonthe, or on the Plantain islands, or at Singia 
opposite the Plantain, or at the Mendi station ; or 
would they keep both with the design of put- 
ting them up in the interior? He had himself 
become fully convinced that they would not be able 
soon to settle permanently in the interior, and that 
most could be accomplished on the coast. 

But no definite plan could be settled upon by 
the missionaries. Time was lost, and the season 
for building far spent. He consequently obtained 
the privilege of Mr. Kathan to erect sheds on his 



REV. MORRIS OITFICER. Ill 

premises at Bonthe and store the material, so as 
to protect it duriug the rainy season. 

This difierence'in judgment among the company 
as to what course ought to be pursued, and conse- 
quent delay on entering upon a plan of permanent 
work, was most distressing to Mr. Officer, as it 
was also to the others. He says, " Every time I 
think of any one of the many friends who take 
so much interest in our labor here a sad feeling 
pervades my whole heart. Sometimes I am al- 
most ready to wish I had never come to this coast. 
But that I can not say. I rejoice that I have 
come ; but, oh, how I wish I had known the place 
to which I was coming, and that all at home 
could even now know the true state of the case." 
He did not feel that it was his duty to remain 
at Kaw Mendi under the circumstances, and as 
the houses were now in store he thought it best 
for him to go elsewhere until he would be needed 
at some new station 

On the 14th of April he started for Freetown. 
The coast voyage, always a dreaded one, was this 
time very tedious, and he did not reach there un- 
til the 22d. Here he hoped to be usefully em- 
ployed during the rains, and intended to return 
after some months, unless some other more im- 
portant field should open to him. 

Upon his arrival at Freetown he made the ac- 
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quaintance of Rev. Mr. Elliott, one of the prom- 
inent men among the Lady Huntington people. 
This man gave him a home in his own house and 
introduced him to the Zion Chapel congregation, 
and proposed to the elders and preachers of that 
church that they should organize a select school 
and give Mr. Officer charge of it for awhile. This 
plan met with approbation; and on the 12th of 
May, 1853, he agreed with the directors to labor 
for them during the rains, and for his services they 
were to pay his expenses of living. In addition 
to the teaching, he was to lecture or preach once 
a week. 

The school was at once organized, and he com- 
menced his work teaching, lecturing, and preach- 
ing. He also re-organized the Sunday-school, in- 
troducing some new measures. His work went on 
happily. The spare time was occupied in reading, 
corresponding with friends and some of the re- 
ligious journals in this country and England, and 
also in writing a ng,rative of the life of Mr. Elliott. 

This pleasant and profitable work in Zion Chapel 
was interrupted on the 3d of July, by an attack 
of African fever, and on the 20th he writes, " I 
have now been sick seventeen days ; but I had a 
good physician. Dr. Deane, and excellent nurses. 
By the great mercy of God in providing these 
and blessing the remedies used I have partially re- 
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covered. I feel grateful to my merciful heavenly 
Father for preserving my life. The doctor told 
me yesterday that at one time he was very doubt- 
ful of my recovery. He said Providence had 
saved me." 

Mr. Officer's general health, while in Africa, 
was never good. Having lost his health at college, 
his constitution was shattered, and he was com- 
pelled to do his work in much bodily weakness 
and suffering. He had frequent attacks of fever, 
and at times would be prostrated for several days, 
but usually kept on his feet and performed his 
duty. He was compelled to work thus or do 
nothing. This is true, to some extent, of all our 
missionaries in Africa. They can not lay by until 
they feel perfectly weU, for that they never do in 
that climate. 

The day before he engaged to teach at Zion 
Chapel he wrote to Dr. Sprecher : 

i * Dear Bro. : — ^Ifhave thought much of Witten- 

' berg an d its friends since my arrival here, and would 

be glad if I could sometimes sit in counsel with you 
1 again,for I oftenfeelthe need of advice. * * I have 

not yet commenced labor here, but am engaging 
to do so with a people called the Lady Huntington 
connection. * * I have recommended to our 
company of the Mendi Mission to commence ope- 

8 
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vations on the coast, for the reason that there are 
some points more healthful than those at short 
distance inland. They are more easy of access, 
and consequently can be carried on with less ex- 
pense. The coast is the most effectual place to 
oppose the slave-trade, and all interior operations 
should be connected with a coast station, and we 
have none such yet. * * If we labor here suc- 
cessfully, we must be patient. We must make up 
our minds to labor long and see a little done. We 
can not take the country by storm, and our firiends 
at home must, With this idea, enter into plans 
with us. 

"I do not know whether matters will be so ar- 
ranged that I will fed it to be'my duty to remain 
connected with the American Missionary Associa- 
tion. I shall not leave my own church for" the mere 
name of being a missionary, nor am I so destitute of 
true courage as not to return after I have found no 
good sphere of labor here; and I confess that 
others are competent again to point out my duly 
as before. Whenever I am led to the conclusion 
that I can be more useful in America than here, I 
hope to have the honesty to return and enter the 
place of duty cheerfully. But disappointed as I 
have been, I have no less desire to labor in Africa. 
Here are, I think, openings of usefulness before me, 
and I desire to stay and enter them. ^ ^ I have 
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Bome deaigB, after awhile, to vifipit Liberia. The 
traders, captains of ^men-of-war/ and all others 
who have been there, speak well of it, while all 
^7 they think the Mendi Mission is a very bad 
piaoe. 

^^ Daring the rains I shall probably stay here and ^' 
labor with the Lady Huntington people. They 
manifest great anxiety to have me do so. They 
have no educated men among them; have never 
had; never had any European to assist them. 
Their school-teachers are very deficient, and their 
preachers very ignorant. They are, in some de- 
gree, sensible of their state, and have been long 
trying to get an educated man from England, but 
have not succeeded. 

"Here is a sphere of great influence. They 
now have two missions out of the colony, and 
have made arrangements to commence another 
far inland. I could here instruct teachers and 
send them where I can not go myself; but the 
people are very poor, and can notj without aid from 
abroad, support me and have their children at 
school. If I enter this opening I will try to get 
some aid from my friends at home. 

"I soiv^times am almost persuaded that the 
Lutheran Church will yet sustain me to labor on 
this </ysL&t. If I go to Liberia and find a good 
situation I will spend years before I grve up 
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the idea of a Lutheran mission in this needy land. 
I will try to be more patient if I ever bring this 
matter again before our church. I was too hasty 
before, the rest were too tardy. If I could stay a 
year among the people here it would be a great 
preparation for such an undertaking, and I believe 
that during the year I could do more good here 
than at any other place I know of. 

"We believe in an overruling providence, and 
in it I try to trust in my present unsettled state. 
I sometimes cast my thoughts back to other days 
and other associations, and wish that in some way 
I could be again in those which I used to enjoy. 
I think of our own church, and read in the 06- 
"^trver of its efforts to extend- its operations. 
I rejoice in its rising activity. Its doctrines 
and modes, partly from their being my choice at 
first and partly from my having awhile sincere- 
ly walked in them and labored to promote them, 
have become strongly seated in my heart; on the 
other hand, here is a people that I have long de- 
sired to visit as a friend and helper. I have come. 
That desire is not abated, nor yet abating. I look 
into their condition, and treacherous, groveling, 
and low as they are, I pity them and would labor 
for them. My labor seems to be here, and my as- 
sociates yonder; and I often inquire, in my own 
mind, Will they ever come so near together that 
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I may be connected with both? If I have not 
confidence in the Lutheran Church, then I have 
none in any men; for I have found more real piely 
and devotion in it than elsewhere, and I can hardly 
relinquish the hope that, unless I am wrong in 
coming here, it will one day plant its standard 
kere. I confess that at present I do not see much 
sign of such an event; but what great and good 
enterprise was there ever set in operation without 
great labor? 

^^ There is an individual duty in such movements. 
One or a few may labor long and disappear, and 
many suppose that all is over and nothing done. 
But it is not so. A stone has been hurled into the 
chasm, and whoever fills up the rest will be the 
gainer by it. It lies deep down and out of sight, 
but it is still there ; and the next addition will not 
occupy the same place, but will lodge upon it as a 
commencement, though long ago made. If I read 
in the Observer of church extension, I wonder if it 
will ever extend in this direction; of the basis of 
the general synod, I think how much broader it 
would be if it included a little of this dark land. 
Then I go on thinking it might be firmer too, 
since it does not only need a wide base, but one 
possessing moral qualities, such as compassion and 
charity. If I read of the symbolical books, I for- 
get what the subject is and go on to things I h«ive 
seen here. 
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« This colony is now in a prosperons condition^ 
and I think is destined to do immense good to 
Africa. I can not say much about Liberia, but 
learn that the people have great need of instruc- 
tion. Rev. Mr. Wilson says that the Vie tribe, 
which live at Cape Mount, are more intelligent 
and enterprising than the natives generally. If 
we had a station commenced there now it might 
hereafter be a home for some people of color 
now in America and connected with our church. 
I see from the papers that the colonization spirit 
is rising in America, and better provisions should 
be made for emigrants when they arrive here. 
♦ * Pray for me. M. Opficbr.** 

After his recovery from the fever the time was 
near at hand to arrange his work for the approach- 
ing dry season. On many accounts he desired to 
continue in the service of the American Mission- 
ary Association. But he doubted the propriety of 
entering the interior of the Boom country on ac- 
count of the confused state of the people. While 
in this unsettled state with regard to his ftiture 
movements he received a letter from Rev. Mr. 
Wilson, of Monrovia, in respect to the openings 
of useftilness in the republic of Liberia. - After 
consideration he concluded to visit that field, and 
arrived at Monrovia on the 28d of August, 1863» 
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Here lie visited the schools and public places and 
was Buich pleased with what he saw. The follow- 
ing Sunday he preached for Mr. Burns, the super- 
intendent of the Methodist Episcopal mission*! in 
Liberia; preached on Thursday in the Presbytcriai. 
church, and the next Sunday again in each of the 
churches. The meantime was spent visiting aad 
conversing with Messrs. Wilson, Burns, Crum- 
mell, Judge Benedict, and other prominent citizens^ 
and reading the life of Ashmun, a distinguished 
agent of the American Colonization Society, who, 
by his memorable display of heroism, saved the 
infant colony from being utterly destroyed in 1822 
by overwhehning numbers of armed savages. 
His entire force consisted of thirty-five men and 
boys, who resisted, in the first attack, an enemy 
of eight hundred, and when in a few days after 
they returned with redoubled numbers utterly de- 
feated them. This man's eminent service of six 
years* continuance carried the colony through the 
most critical period of its existence and placed it 
upon a permanent basis. He was, part of the 
time at least, legislator, soldier^ school-master^ and 
preadier; or as Mrs. Sigouvney has it: 



** Their Uader wJien the blast 
Of ruthless war swept by ; 
Their teacher when the storm was pattv 
Their guide to worlds on hiffh." 
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He spent ten days visiting the settlements on the 
St. Paul's River, conversing with the missionaries, 
who very obligingly accompanied him to difterent 
places, and into the country on both sides of the 
river. He was as far up as the present location of 
Muhlenberg, and on the 2d of September, 1853, he 
made this entry in his journal: " The more I see 
of this country and the more I reflect on the work 
of missions in Afiica, the more I become convinced 
that Liberia affords the best sphere for Christian 
enterprise that there is on the west coast. When 
I reflect on the fact that the greatest part of the 
work of civilizing and Christianizing Africa must 
be done by the black man, and that in the Lu- 
theran Church in America there are some such 
who could be useful and would be willing to 
engage in this work, and that the church has the 
means of sending and sustaining those persons 
here, I think I could do most good by visiting 
our people, laying before them this matter plainly, 
and inducing them to undertake a mission in this 
field. 

" My plan would be to form a small settlement, 
but to send only two or three families at first, who 
are pretty well informed and are willing to come 
and settle on some interior part where the soil is 
good, and where we can go without inconvenience; 
to have a minister with them, and to establish a 
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school as soon as possible; to take, as soon as 
fairly settled, so many children of the heathen as 
the company could well keep in their famiUes, and 
have them attend school and labor with and for 
the families. This I believe to be the most suc- 
cessful way to civilize and Christianize these chil- 
dren. They must be brought mto civilized places, 
and, if possible, into families. A movement of 
this kind would better the condition of the people 
of color, who would come out, would strengthen 
this rising republic, which I regard as the bright- 
est star of promise in Africa's canopy, and would 
at the same time be a direct and efiectual mission- 
ary work. I have thought much of this under- 
taking, and believe I am willing to give myself up 
to it: firsty to visit my people in America and 
consult and plead till they undertake the work, 
and, secondly y come out with the company. May 
God direct.'* 

After having made a pretty thorough explora- 
tion of the St. Paul's River, and country, examin- 
ing its resources, the character of its people, and 
the history of the missions already established, he 
returned to Monrovia and had several interviews 
with President Roberts in regard to missionary 
labor and the points of most promise for stations 
in the bounds of the republic. He preached a 
number of times in the different churches, attended 
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court some, visited the schools, consulted with 
the teachers and preachers of their experience, 
their views of the work as it was, and of what it 
might be made. He then returned to Freetown, 
where he commenced making preparations to go 
to Sherbro and assist in putting up the houses he 
had put in store at Bonthe. 

During all this time he was earnestly considering 
what he should then do. And it is evident that 
though inj the deepest perplexity himself, not 
knowing what to do, God was with him directing 
and preparing the way for founding the Muhlen- 
berg Mission. The Spirit of God had already given 
him the plan and wm preparing his mind for the 
work, and on the 28th of September he writes, 
** My mind is settling more fully on the plan of 
appealing to the Lutheran Church to establish a 
mission in Liberia." 

When about ready to start for Sherbro he re- 
ceived propositions from the company that six 
months before would have been quite satisfectory, 
and probably have settled him in the Mendi Mis- 
sion, but now, strangely enough, they are not to 
his mind; and when they propose that he shall 
continue with them at least one year longer he can 
not consent, but records in his journal among other 
reasons these, " I wish before that time to be en- 
gaged in attempts to induce the Lutiieran Churek 
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to found a misBion in Liberia/' ** I can not execnte 
any plan of missionary labor in one year, and, 
probably, would not adopt such plans as would be 
executed by one who might follow me." " The 
country, as a field of missionary labor, is very 
different from what I supposed it to be when I 
started from the United States." 

He had become fdlly convinced that Sherbro 
was not the beg^ place on the the west coast of 
Africa to commence missionary work. The fol- 
lowing letter, written a few days after his return 
to the Mendi Mission, gives his reasons for th]iik« 
ingso: 

" Dear Sister Rebby (Smith) : — * * * i am 
convinced^ from what I have seen and heard, that 
this Sherbro is one of the most sickly places on 
this coast ; and the mixed population of foreign 
with native tribes, and the consequent confusion 
that exists, makes this a poor |>lace for doing 
good. I do not say that these people shoulcl al^ 
ways be left, but only th«t this is not ^e place to 
commence. Civil government nMost be extended 
over this country by one of the civil powers. Li- 
beria and Sierra Leone are on the two sides of it, 
and it is wiser to throw ourselves into one of these. 
An English Ibonsul has been appointed for this 
T^g^n^ and ia now on the ground. If he manages 
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welly the missionaries may have a better opportu*- 
nity than now to do their work. But then it will 
be a field for the English rather than the American 
missionaries. They will then undertake this part, 
while Liberia is the portion that America has 
taken, and has special claims on Americans, not 
only because its people need instruction, but be- 
cause its structure of government, and the habits 
and feelings of its people, make it a more accessi- 
ble and agreeable field to the Americans. Besided, 
the English missionaries have contemplated en- 
tering Sherbro. They would supply it if the 
Americans did not, but they would not go to Li- 
beria. I do not mean that the missionaries should 
all labor among the emigrants, but many of them 
among the heathen in its limits, so as to prepare 
them for the government that is extending itself 
over them. That I would regard as more promis- 
ing and encouraging than to struggle here, where 
all is subject at any time to be broken up, and 
where the work is at all times interrupted by the 
oonfdsed state of the people. Civil government, 
enforced by arms, will yet precede moral changes 
for the better here. * * * 

" I wrote you sometime ago that I did not believe 
missionaries could, for some time, go up the Boom 
River to carry on missionary operatid|ls. So far this 
is the case. Brother Brooks has given up his work 
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at the falls. However many other reasons may be 
given, the principal one seems to be the hostile, 
rascally disposition of the people. Brother Brooks 
was twice stopped on the Boom River, between 
this and the falls. Once he paid abont forty dol- 
lars, in goods, for a free passage ; but the pass did 
not last any longer than till he wanted to pass 
again. The last time he made his escape, in the 
night, by giving a small amount for permission to 
pass to the next town, and then did not call at the 
town. For my part, I will not begin a mission in 
such a place. The missionary is not, simply be- 
cause he has left home for a heathen country, to 
dash into the midst of inextricable difficulties. 
" The most of these people have no idea of right 
and wrong, except as connected with their appar- 
ent consequences. As, for instance, to steal, and 
not be detected and punished, is right and praise- 
worthy ; but to steal, and not avoid detection, is 
wrong and a misfortune, and sometimes disgrace- 
ful. Therefore you may make a fair contract with 
them, and explain its justice and their obligation, 
and if you can compel them to faMl it all is 
right; but if not, then they do not fulfill it, 
and all is equally right. Power is, therefore, vir- 
tue, and when one of them can overreach or over- 
power a misi^onary, he is superior in goodness. It 
is hard, therefore, to recommend the gospel to 
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these people without accompanying the preaphing 
of it with the institutioufl of civil goyemment ; and 
as these must be given them before they can Uve 
in a Christian manner, it is more consistent to in* 
troduce all together. Colonies are, then, the most 
efficient means of improving these people, not- 
withstanding the imperfections of such move- 
ments. Indeed, they want all things, political, 
religious, educational, domestic, agricultural, and 
mechanical, — a full set of the institutions of civil- 
ized society, — and these should be set to work in 
their midst, and go on a few years, to let them sef 
the results.'* * * * M. Officbb. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BOUNDING GOOD HOPE STATION. 

Having concluded to resume work in the Mendi 
Mission, he left Freetown on the 5th of October, 
1853, and the second day arrived at Bonthe. The 
company of missionaries then assembled at Elaw 
Mendi to arrange the work for the approaching 
dry season. 

As soon as the meeting was organized Mr. Of- 
jGicer stated plainly that he did not intend to con- 
tinue in the mission longer than till the houses 
were put up, or at farthest till next May, and 
therefore did not wish to participate in planning 
the operations of the mission, but would attend 
to whatever duties they assigned to him. He 
w^as appointed to Bonthe, t(^ether with Bros. 
Gray and Teffit, and Sisters Moore and McGuire. 

On the 19th of October they commenced the 
new station at Bonthe, and named it "Good 
Hope." They here purchased of Mr. Hazely his 
lot adjoining the one for the mission, and agreed 
to move his house, partly built, and rebuild it on a 
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different lot. They then assisted Mr. Nathan with 
his iron house, so as to have the use of it while 
they were building their own. It fell to the lot 
of Mr. Officer to take charge of the work, and his 
labors became very arduous. His journal entries 
are as follows : 

October 21. "Went early to the town of Mo- 
kolong, about four miles south, for a canoe load 
of stone.' 

October 22. " Have been busy all day with the 
workmen." 

October 24. " Five workmen at the bush made a 
strike last Saturday, but this evening one of them 
said they wished to return to work." 

October 25. "Canoe came last night with bricks, 
and also one with lumber, and five hands to work. 
Have been very busy in unloading and sending 
the canoe, and attending to the workmen." 

October 26. "Went to Mokolong with the 
masons to show them stone to split. Talked to 
the people of the town about giving them a present 
for the stone. Commenced putting the roof on 
the iron house. Took back three laborers whom I 
had discharged for neglecting their work." 

November 1. "Still at work helping lay the 
foundation of the mission-house." 

November 4. " To-day has been a more toilsome 
day than yesterday. I now feel that a cessation 
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from such labor as I have been performing is abso- 
lutely necessary. I feel feverish, thirsty, and 
-weary. "We shall, I hope, in a few days have af- 
fairs so arranged that I shall have to do less manual 
labor." 

Mr. Gray was then put in charge of the work at 
the mission-house, while Mr. Officer went on to 
jGbiish Mr. Kathan's iron house for a temporary 
residence. 

Sunday J November 6. " This morning the canoe 
came from the mission, delayed on the way, prob- 
ably, on purpose to avoid unloading yesterday 
evening. Some articles had to be carried in to 
prevent their being stolen. Thus the only time I 
had to prepare for preaching was intruded upon. 
"We had the services to-day in the lower story of 
Mr. Nathan's iron house. The people were more 
attentive than at the barre (court-house), where 
we had the meetings before." 

The labor of building, managing the workmen, 
settling their accounts, and keeping the accounts 
of the mission was a constant tax on his strength, 
and he became quite feeble and had frequent light 
attacks of fever. The journal entries are often in 
this manner: 

January 14, 1854. " Quite unwell, but obliged 

to be about much of the time. At night I had 

high fever, and, especially in the after part of the 
9 
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night, suffered much in my head." This distress 
in the head always accompanies the African 
fever. ^ 

He was not released from this kind of work 
during his stay at Bonthe. After the house was 
well under way they commenced the erection of a 
chapel. It is impossible to give in the space al- 
lotted to this chapter an adequate account of the 
work he did during this time at this new station. 
The reader may have some idea of his numerous 
duties from an extract from the journal: 

February 24. "Very busy burning lime; ma- 
sons at the chapel; carpenters almost finished the 
roof. Have sixteen laborers. Bros. Burton, Cote, 
and Teffk all left about three o'clock to-day. 1 
am iiow alone with the boy, James Beale. I have 
time for reflection, but there are many little duties 
occupying my mind very much; so tiatoy little 
accounts with the men, and so many little hiatters 
connected with their work to see after. To-night 
I am quite tired, as I have had much to do.'* 

At the end of the quarter — the 31st of March — 
he settled with all the workmen, and closed up all 
the accounts of the station in proper manner and 
gave over the business to Mr. Burton. From that 
time on he had only the accounts of the common 
store. This change relieved him of much labor, 
e^edally in settling with the men on Saturday 
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eTening when he wished to prepare for the grand 
work of preaching on Sunday 

When he took charge of the general store he 
went to Kaw Mendi to see about the division of 
property deposited there, and belonging to the 
whole mission. He found it somewhat difficult to 
commence the work. There were now three sta- 
tions, ^each on an equality of rights. He therefore 
opened a book of general accounts, and one for 
each station, and succeeded in giving system to 
the whole business. Receiving goods as they came 
from Kew York, marking them, forwarding them 
to the stations, purchasing provisions and neces- 
sary supplies, keeping the accounts, receiving the 
reports and arranging them to be sent to the com- 
mittee at New York, occupied considerable of his 
time; but he succeeded in making all satisfactory. 

As the time approached to return to his family 
he began to make preparations for leaving. While 
thus engaged he writes to Miss Rebby Smith : 

^^ I am i£uch pleased that you entertain so high 
an opinion of my littl%girl. She must be an in- 
teresting little personage. I hope I shall see her 
in a few weeks, although I am now far distant. It 
seems strange to me that I can make so little ot 
distance, and the peculiarities of my present situa- 
tion. To embark for America would now be no 
more to me than to start for a ride of a few miles 
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when at home. We soon become insensible to 
things that once seemed quite formidable. There 
is danger of becoming indifierent to our own great 
interests. The deep degradation of the heathen, 
when constantly witnessed, tends to deaden the 
finer feelings. But, on the other hand, it often so 
sickens the heart as to make us long for a release. 
We are reminded of home, by way of contrast. 
Their idleness, and the consequent unimproved 
state of the country, causes us to think of the busy 
scenes and great improvements of our own land. 
Their horrid congregating together, and so living, 
makes us sigh to be once more in the heart of a 
family. The words, brother, sister, parent, wife, 
have no meaning here, but still may start a 
thought of what they are at home." 

He was so earnestly entreated by the company 
of missionaries to remain with them longer, one 
year more, if possible, that he finally consented to 
submit the matter to his wife and friends in Amer- 
ica. Two days after sending the letter in which 
the matter of his staying longer was proposed, he 
writes again, and says : 

"My Beloved Susan: — ^My heart seems to bub- 
ble a little to-night, and I want its murmurings to 
reach your ears. I do not mean that I have a 
serious complaint to utter, nor any particularly 
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joyous event to speak of. It is only a sort of in- 
definable feeling that moves me to write; and you 
know the feelings are not regulated by fixed laws. 
They sometimes break out in capricious career, as 
though just to show they have no master. Nor 
can we always tell which one of the unruly clan is 
leading the march. We can not always analyze 
our feelings so as to tell what proportions of joy 
and sorrow may be in the compound. * * * 
We are getting on pretty well with our work; but 
I wish to be with you again. I am almost con- 
stantly reviewing the causes of my agreeing to 
consult you about remaining longer. If you could 
be here, and realize my situation in relation to the 
work here, and the cause of missions in general, I 
do not know what you would advise me to do. 
Have you ever considered the fact that we are now 
before the Christian public — a people who expect 
great self-denial of those who assume this work ? 
Will not their interest decline if we do not meet 
the trials^ connected with our calling? They might 
think difterently, if they were called on to endure 
these trials; but that does not change the fact. The 
theory of the church, in reference to missions, is 
that separation, at least for a time, poverty, and 
toil must be patiently borne. This is the way we 
all talk of it. Have we not so understood it, my 
dear, and did we not draw that conclusion from 
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the great worth of the gospel we are striving to 
impart to others ? I never knew before what it 
was to be exposed, in all my doings, to public 
view. I feel it now. I am not afraid to do what 
I know to be right absolutely^ even if it is not ac- 
ceptable to the public; but when I have doubts, 
and when it is a case the character of which de- 
pends on the good or evil results, I feel that I 
must look at the opinions and feelings of those 
upon whom the case will be brought to bear." 

The idea of disappointing the fond hope of his 
wife, by remaining longer than she expected, was 
•so much against his own feelings that he was very 
reluctant to propose it, and after it was done he at 
times regretted it. The returning mails brought 
him the opinion of his friends that he ought not 
to remain longer. This was in accordance with 
his own conviction and feeling, and decided the 
question. 

It was not, however, without some emotion that 
he separated from the mission. 

His desire to promote the antislavery mission- 
cause, and his regard for the Executive Committee 
and sympathy for his co-laborers, operated in favor 
of his staying. He feared injuring the cause by 
leaving. Mr. Burton and Miss Moore did not 
want him to leave, but to continue with them at 
Good Hope. " Each day," says he, " increases ray 
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attac> inent to them. We can labor harmoniously 
and happily together." 

May 27, 1854. "Commenced packing up to 

start home. Have had sad feelings in regard to 

leaving the mission. I believe if I could stay one 

fear I could bring about a more systematic mode 

>f operation." 

May 28. "Preached. Spoke plainly as I have 
often done to this people^ Hope it will not be in 
vain. I am not satisfied with my ministry here^ 
either as to my own feelings or as to the effects on 
those to whom I have ministered. I suppose it is 
my last discourse, as I hardly ever expect to re- 
turn to this place. May God bless and own what 
I have said aright and forgive the wrong." 

May 30. "Morning — 6 J o'clock; about to 
start ; may God direct me aright and safely until 
I reach my dear friends. May he forgive me if I 
am leaving the post of duty. I have mingled 
feelings." 

He made the coast voyage, with its usual inci- 
dents, to Freetown, and on the 5th of June, on 
board the brig Falmonth, started for America. 

He went on bpard with a fever, which had been 
preying upop him for several days, but hoped that 
the sea-air would relieve him. It had, however, 
become too deeply seated, and in two days after 
he was in an exceedingly prostrate condition. 
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Sometimes he had burning fever, and then chill- 
ing, deadening, cold sweats that threatened his 
life. This sickness was attended with remarkable 
experience in his inner life. Its severity continued 
until he had no hope of recovering. Having pass- 
ed through all the dangers of the voyage out, and 
the exposure of eighteen months in Africa, and 
now to die, just as he was almost within reach of 
home and the embrace of dear friends, was, to his 
mind, very hard. He was prepared for death 
when taken with the dreaded fever in Freetown, 
but now he could not feel willing to die. He ex- 
pected to die, but could not be resigned, although 
it might be the will of God. He was growing 
continually worse, and still less willing to be de- 
prived of the privilege of seeing his wife and 
child in this life. The struggle was terrible until 
he, by the grace of God, consented that it might 
be so, and, casting himself upon God, said, in his 
heart of hearts, with the utmost resignation, let 
• the will of the Lord be done. At once he became 
quite willing to die, and was inexpressibly happy. 
From that hour he began to recover. After his re- 
covery he writes : 

" I was brought to the verge of the grave, and 
when I asked myself if I was resigned to the will 
of God it at first seemed that I was; but if it was 
the will of God to remove me then, and allow me 
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never, no never, to see my dear companion, never 
on earth to behold my child, to leave both help- 
less and in poverty, I felt a struggle. To suffer, to 
give up future plans, to die, I thought not hard ; 
but to leave these did seem hardy even if it were 
Sis will. God, forgive me! But reflection 
brought full resignation of all into the hand of my 
Father — else where were my fitness for heaven ? 
All then was given up. I was taught a lesson in 
practical resignation that, so often, is expressed 
without its deep sense being at all realized. Oh, 
may I never forget that lesson ! for if I do, again 
it must be taught if I would enter paradise. And 
then, besides this, how great the loss to lose the 
hallowed peace of the soul resigned, and, after its 
hard struggle, resting calmly in the bosom of God. 
All then is welV^ 

June 11. He writes in his journal, " I have 
much spiritual enjoyment. I believe I have given 
all up to Christ, — my sins, errors, short-comings, 
fears, hopes, my dear, dear wife and child, and all 
my fiiends. I believe he has accepted all. Oh, 
salvation, salvation ; I shall sing it in heaven." 

The voyage home was a prosperous one, and the 
journal is regularly kept, giving, each day, latitude 
and longitude and state of the weather. It abounds 
in valuable reflections. His mind is much inter- 
ested in the possibility of a Lutheran mission. 
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After reading Fox's history of "Wesleyan Mis- 
sions on the West Coast," he says: "I have 
learned many things, and nearly all go to confLrm 
my opinion that the republic of Liberia is a more 
promising field than the Sherbrp, or Gallonas, or 
any of the tribes that are not under civilized au- 
thority. Formerly, eftorts were made on the 
Gambia, away from the English settlements, but 
now, as far as I can learn, they are abandoned, and 
the work is confined to the settlements. The na- 
tives on the Gambia, like those in the Sherbro and 
adjoining districts, are frequently at war, and are 
so confused that no permanent work can be done." 

Again, " I have been thinking over what course 
to pursue when I reach the states. Should I at- 
tempt to create a movement in the Lutheran 
Church for a mission in Liberia? I feel convinced 
that the church should have a mission there. I do 
not know whether I am the proper person to bring 
the matter up. 1 hope this will become plain to 
me after I reach home." 

July 16. " I am probably soon to see our com- 
mittee, and talk with them. I scarcely know what 
course to pursue when I reach New York. I feel, 
however, that I ought to present the prospects and 
claims of Liberia to some of the Lutheran people. 
Their conduct will then help me to decide upon 
my future course." 



RBY. MOBBIS OWWIOER. 189 

'^ I am gratefiil to tbie committee for their great 
kindness to me, but can not continue in that con- 
nection unless they found a mission in Liberia.'^ 

July 28. "We are now rapidly approaching 
the American coast. I rejoice at the sight of my 
native land again. Oh, may God direct me now 
that my plans may all be right. I now feel more 
anxious to reach home soon.'' 

July 24. " Dropped anchor in East Biver, and 
in two hours after I met Bro. Whipple and others 
in the mission-rooms, ^nd spent the day in talking 
with them." 

July 29. "Left for Philadelphia; called at 
Uncle Webb's. Had a chill on leaving the cars, 
and* high fever most of the night." 

July 30. "Sick all day. In bed part of the 
time." 

July 31. " Left for York." 

August 1. "Went to Pittsburgh, by way of Har- 
risburg. Saw Rev. Mr. Passowart a few moments 
in the morning, and found him anxious to do 
something for the colored race." 

August 2. " Took cars for Springfield, and ar- 
rived at sunrise, having narrowly escaped great 
danger during the night by the breaking of the 
car I was in. But God preserved me." 

August 3. "At home once more. Find my dear 
Susan and little Alice pretty well. This dear little 
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creature, now nearly eighteen months old, I saw 
this morning for the first time. May God keep 
her and make her useful, is my prayer/' 

August 4. "Visited Dr. Sprecher and wife. 
Found them well and ready to sympathize with us 
in our joy at meeting, and in our desire to labor 
for Africa." 

August 5. "At my father-in-law's. In the fore- 
noon had a season of prayer and thanksgiving.'* 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

HIS "PLAN^^ FOB A MISSION PRBSBITrBD TO THB 

CHURCH. 

When he had reached home, and proposed to 
leading men of the church his plan for a mission 
in Africa, it then seemed neceseary to await the 
development of conviction and the expression of 
opinion. 

In the meantime he took charge, temporarily, 
of the Lutheran church in Findlay, Ohio. His 
pastoral work, though interrupted by frequent ab- 
sence from home, was quite successful. But the 
founding of a Lutheran mission in Africa seems 
to have been the object to which th© Spirit and 
providence of God were, from first to last, direct- 
ing the thoughts and labors of Mr. Officer. This 
is evident from his experience as already given, 
and from the history of the whole movement. 
During his stay at Findlay he continued to urge 
the claims of the proposed mission upon the at- 
tention of synods and individuals. The informa- 
tion he had so carefully gathered during his stay 
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in Africa was for the purpose of laying before his 
own church, on his return home, some definite 
and feasible plan of operating. And in the sum- 
mer of 1854 he presented the facts, and his plan, 
at some of the sy nodical meetings. His object to 
establish a mission in Liberia was generally ap- 
proved of, and resolutions were adopted calling 
the attention of the General Synod to the subject. 

In March, 1855, he published a pamphlet enti- 
tled, "A Plea for a Lutheran Mission in Liberia," 
in which he set forth the condition of the west 
coast and the plan for a mission. Of this plea the 
Evangdieal Lutheran^ a weekly paper, published 
at that time in Springfield, Ohio, says : 

" It is a timely and important publication. It 
is prepared with much care, and is the result of 
accurate observation and experience as a mission- 
ary on the west coast of Africa. * * * -^^ 
commend it with all our heart to the attention of 
the Lutheran Church, and to ev^ry friend of the 
human race." * * * 

Of this plea Dr. Kurtz, in the Lutheran Observer ^ 
says : 

" This is a pamphlet of twenty-four pages, well 
written, lucid, and convincing. We read it with 
unusual interest, and heartily thank Brother Of- 
ficer for giving us so clear and satisfactory an ac- 
QO%mt of the co&ditioa of Africa wad the tiiiaaracter 
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of the people. We have always entertained a deep 
sympathy for poor, benighted, neglected, and 
deeply degraded Africa; but the perusal of this 
very sensible and interesting appeal has more 
than ever enlisted our feelings in behalf of that 
forlorn and wretched quarter of the globe. If the 
liUtheran Church is under obligations to send the 
gospel to any foreign country, we are convinced 
that Africa ranks among those which have the 
first and strongest claims ; and we are of opinion 
that any one who reads this appeal with due at- 
tention will be likely to reach the same conclu- 
sion. * * * We hope some action will be 
taken on this great subject at our next General 
Synod. And the church will undoubtedly be bet- 
ter prepared to discuss and decide on it after read- 
reading the appeal." The doctor continues his 
editorial, in which he proposes a plan of work 
preparatory to operating in the foreign field. 

The Miami Synod, in June, 1855, recommended 
to the approaching General Synod the founding, 
of a Lutheran mission in Liberia, according to the 
plan set forth in the "plea," and also suggested, 
first, the appointment of a committee of five per- 
sons to conduct the movement; and, second, the 
purchase of a lot of land in the United States, and 
the founding of a manual-labor school for the 
training of colored missionaries for Africa. 
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During the sessions of the G^eneral Synod at 
Dayton, in June, 1855, " permission was granted 
to Rev. Mr. Officer, returned missionary to Africa, 
to present the claims of Liberia upon the Luther- 
an Church as a mission-field." 

The subject was then referred to a special com- 
mittee for examination and report. The commit- 
tee presented the following : 

" The African race has peculiar claims upon the 
Christian church. Their deep degradation, the 
long and painful oppressions endured by them, ren- 
der them fit objects of our compassion. As there 
are, however, many and formidable obstacles to 
be met and overcome, your committee recommend 
the following plan : 

1. "That a committee of five be appointed who 
may select some competent person to superintend 
the preparatory arrangements for such a mission, 
and that said committee, as soon as they can 
secure a sufficient number of students and means 
to provide for their education, be authorized to 
erect, at some suitable place, the necessary build- 
ings, and select a competent teacher. 

2. " That the committee be authorized to ma- 
ture a plan upon which a mission in Africa is to 
be conducted, and present it to the next General 
Synod. 
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3. ^^ That if the committee should procure the 
necoBsary means to support one or more mission* 
aries in Africa, and obtain suitable men for the 
work, that the superintendence of such mission be 
committed to our Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions." 

After adopting the report in detail the following 
supplementary resolution was passed : ' 

^^Besolvedj That we regard this as an important 
preliminary step, aiming at the highest good of 
the African race wherever found, and thereby ex- 
press our cordial approbation of it, and recom- 
mend our churches cheerfully and liberally to 
co-operate in this work of faith and labor of love/* 

The following brethren were appointed as an ex- 
ecutive committee on the African mission : Revs* 
S. Sprecher, S. W. Harkey, W. H. Harrison, and 
J. D. Martin, Esq., and Frederick Gebhart, Esq. 

The General Synod having taken this action, 
the way was now open for Mr. Officer to present 
to the whole church the claims of this mission ; 
and it was the only work in which he could be- 
come permanently interested. The pastoral work 
had been interesting to him, and promised to be 
quite successful, but it seemed to him not to be his 
work. The Board of Trustees of Wittenberg 

10 
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College, at its annual meeting, shortly after the 
synod in Dayton, urged him to take a general 
agency for the institution, and, after considerable 
hesitation, he accepted it, resigned his pastoral 
charge, and removed to Bellefontaine, Ohio, in 
order to obtain better railroad communications, 
and prosecuted the agency for awhile, thinking 
he could do so and at the same time operate in a 
preparatory way for the mission. But on the 29th 
of November, 1865, he wrote from Preeport, Penn- 
sylvania, to his wife : 

"My Dear Susan:— * * * In my last I 
stated that I thought of ceasing operations for the 
college, and beginning for the mission. And now 
I say that I have made the change, I shall yet at- 
tend to some college business about here, but I 
will give my chief efforts to the other. I have 
written two letters to Dr. Sprecher, one about col- 
lege matters and resigning my agency, the other 
about the mission, stating my design to prosecute 
the preparatory measures immediately. You will, 
I suppose, be somewhat surprised to hear this, for 
you saw that on leaving home I entered upon the 
agency for the college with cheerfulness ; and yet 
you may not be much surprised, for you know the 
struggle I had in determining to enter upon the 
agency at all. After coming out here, and seeing 



REV. MORRIS OFFIOER. 147 

that I could do no great and immediate good for 
the college, and feeling — as it seems I must feel — 
that the mission was my work, I have broken 
through all the restraints thrown around me by 
the college and its friends, and have already made 
public efforts for the mission. Now the spell is 
broken, and before I return home, unless called 
there by sickness, I will know how the eastern 
church will meet the missionary movement I in- 
tend to operate around here so as to create an inter- 
est ; then I will move to the south-east, and before 
returning to Ohio will visit several places in 
Maryland. Try to be contented; by spring we 
shall know whether or not the church will prose- 
cute the mission. One thing that operated largely 
in forming my present determination was that the 
college agency was keeping me from home, and 
did not enable me to make the arrangements for 
the mission. I am willing to bear the separation 
for the sake of the mission, but not any longer for 
the college. The people seem interested when I 
address them on the missionary project. 

M. Officer." 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

THE AGENCY FOR THE AFRICAN MISSION, AND THE 

RESULTS. \ 

TJntil the meeting of the General Synod he had 
acted in the interests of the proposed mission at 
his Own expense and upon his own responsibility; 
and after the appointment of an executive com- 
mittee he continued the work under an informal 
understanding with the members of the committee. 
But when he had once determined to throw off all 
other work, and devote himself wholly to the mis- 
sion, he notified the chairman of the committee of 
his intention, and it became necessary to fully or- 
ganize the details of this work, and give him his 
appointment in a regular way. Hence, a meeting 
of the committee on the African mission was 
held at the house of Mr. J. L. Snyder, in Spring- 
field, Ohio, on Wednesday, December 12th, and 
the details of the work organized by the adoption 
of a series of resolutions. Mr. Oflicer was ap- 
pointed superintendent, with instructions to visit 
the churches, solicit aid, and. arrange for the pro- 
posed missionary institute. 
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In this work, of nearly four years' continaanoey 
he performed an incredible amount of labor. 
There was scarcely a Lutheran church in the land 
that he did not visit. He traveled in everything 
that ever carries a man ; on hand-cars, platform 
cars, freight trains, and passenger coaches; on 
horseback, in wagons, hacks, buggies, and stage- 
coaches; on boats of all descriptions. He often 
walked five, ten, and twenty-five miles, carrymg a 
heavy satchel. When his appointments were out, 
scarcely anything prevented him from meeting 
them. He traveled in almost impassable roads, in 
the most inclement weather, and at all hours, 
arising from bed to commence his journey at any 
time in the night, and often continuing day and 
night in succession. He lodged in every place, 
from the downy bed of the rich mansion to the 
pallet of straw in the poor cabin ; in the noisy, 
cold tavern, and on the uncomfortable benches ot 
railroad depots. He lectured and preached con- 
stantly, at any time or place, as there was oppor^ 
tunity. He was everybody's servant, especially 
among preachers, filling their appointments, as- 
sisting them at communions and in protracted 
meetings. He was scarcely ever excused, no mat- 
ter how tired or how sick. 

Soon after entering upon this agency a gentle- 
man near Savannah, Georgia, ofS^red to give to 
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the mission a slave girl, about fourteen years old, 
to be educated for the work in Africa, and one 
hundred dollars toward her support. The small 
Lutheran congregation in which he lived offered 
to give fifty dollars more if she were taken. The 
offer was accepted, and the girl, Annie, was re- 
ceived into the superintendent's family, to be in- 
structed privately. As evidence of the good feeling 
generally entertained toward the enterprise, the 
girl came from Savannah to Philadelphia, and 
thence to Pittsburgh, and thence to Bellefontaine, 
free of charge. Annie was carefully taught by the 
superintendent's wife, and was under the instruc- 
tion of Mrs. Goodlin in the Sunday-school, and 
became a member of the Lutheran Church at 
Bellefontaine. She was, however, never sent to 
Africa as a missionary 

Personally, Mr. Officer was well received; but 
the cause which he advocated met with the most 
sullen opposition, the coldest indifference, and also 
the most cordial approbation. A few extracts 
from his journal will show how differently the 
people felt in reference to the mission. 

"At Albion, Indiana. Preached in the morning; 
small audience; subscription, twenty-six dollars. 
One lawyer refused to give on the ground that the 
movement was connected with the South, or was 
too much like the present Democracy. Preached 
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at Mount Pleasant in the evening of the dame daj; 
subscription, fourteen dollars. Some Democrats 
opposed on the ground of the movement being 
identified with Abolitionism. Thus, some oppose 
because of its being Democratic, and some because 
it is Eepublican ; some because it is pro-slavery, 
and some because it is not; all sorts of objections. 
But many of these reasons may be resolved into 
one — it costs money. What a pitiable picture man 
presents in trying to find some objection or excuse 
for refusing to discharge his duty, and yet bemg 
unable to find one." 

Indifterence discouraged him quite as much as 
open opposition. He says: "In all this country" 
(the region of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,) "there 
is no just idea of the claims of the heathen. It 
seems that the richness of the country, and the 
ease with which the people oan live, have made 
them indifferent to the wants of others. The peo- 
ple, however, are not ignorant, nor rude, but on 
the contrary many of them are intelligent and 
polite. They have treated me personally with 
much kindness." He was not insensibly to this 
land treatment, but would have felt better if they 
had abused him personally, in almost any manner, 
if only they had favored his mission among them. 
In vain could any people comfort him with kind 
words, palatable dishes, and soft beds, or the fas- 
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cinationfl of music and social entertainments, so 
long as a congregation of five hnndred members^ 
all in easy circmnstances, and many of them rich, 
would respond to his earnest pleadings for Africa 
by a contribution of only sixteen dollars. For the 
sake of establishing a mission in a heathen land 
he was sacrificing the dearest things on earth, and 
consequently nothing could justify him in his 
course except some signs of final success. He 
often felt that he was not understood, as the fol- 
lowing will indicate: 

Journal. "Awoke in the cars between Hunting- 
ton and Harrisburg, after a short sleep, with a 
heavy burden on my mind. It is always so on 
leaving home. God help me to do what is right. 
I read on the cars a letter from Mrs. Thompson, a 
pious, devoted, and intelligent lady, who was in 
Africa at the time I was there, but is now at Ober- 
lin, Ohio. This letter I could not find time to read 
before leaving home. She speaks very doubtfully 
of the propriety of my leaving my family to go to 
Africa. This, like nearly all the letters and talk 
of even the professed people of God— ministers 
and all— has made me sad. But it does not change 
the clear teachings of God's word, and therefore 
should make no change in my plans of action. 
Very few sympathize with us- Most people only 
wonder that I would not prefer a charge in this 
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eountry to separation from my family and the toils 
and dangers of missionary life in Africa; and I 
am afraid that many are so little acquainted with 
the extent of Christian duty that it is quite natural 
for them to become surprised at any act whicL 
departs from the low sense of duty which the 
world feels and from which it acts." 

Mr. Officer's views of his relations to Christ and 
the gospel ministry impelled him to go forward in 
this work at every hazard. He was, in his own 
mind, justified in suffering for the cause; and he 
did suffer. While contending with the difficulties 
of this agency he writes : 

" I can no longer take any pleasure in thinking 
of the great work I have undertaken, except so far 
as I can cast the whole burden on God. I saw all 
along that it was a fearful undertaking ; now I 
feel it to be so. I have felt the pain and suffering 
of African fever, and am willing to bear them 
again ; I have faced some dangers, by sea and land, 
and know their terror, and am willing to meet 
them again; but sometimes I can hardly bear the 
thought of leaving my little family so much as this 
undertaking requires. May God direct me in the 
path of duty, and enable me to walk therein ! I 
feel my weakness," 

On one occasion he went into a charge in a rich 
and beautiful country^ in a high state of cultiva- 
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tion, and was told by the pastor on their way to 
one of the appointments that the charge contained 
about one thousand members, many of whom 
were worth from twenty to seventy thousand dol- 
lars. The congregation were expecting "a har- 
vest-sermon," and notice had been given that a 
collection would be taken. He and the pastor now 
made a special eftbrt to increase the amount they 
would give, by presenting the claims of the mis- 
sion, and as the object seemed to be received with 
favor a large contribution was expected, "and 
perhaps the people thought it was; it was just six 
dollars and seventy-Jive cents. I felt depressed, 
both on account of the small sum given and the 
evident deadness of the church." If this had been 
a single case, he could easily have pitied the peo- 
ple and laughed at his own discomfiture. But too 
often these pitiable amounts were given when 
there should have been hundreds of dollars ; and 
as it wasted his precious time and earnest labor, 
and thus retarded a great cause which he had 
taken upon his heart, it could not be otherwise 
than most discouraging. 

Soon after commencing the agency he had 
occasion to go South. In this tour he met the 
synod of South Carolina, and presented the cause 
before that body and received a contribution of 
one hundred dollars. He visited many of the 
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churches in Iforth and South Carolina, and 
Georgia. In some places they were much in- 
terested in the mission, and contributed; at others 
they were opposed to it, and would do nothing. 
Sometimes he was suspected of an intention to 
excite insurrection among the slaves; but gener- 
ally he was treated with much respect, especially 
by the pastors of the churches. He was there at 
a time when the agitation with reference to the 
black man was creating much bad feeling. He 
was at Charleston during the quarrel in Washing- 
ton between Sumner and Brooks. That unfortu- 
nate occurrence was occasion for a general outcry. 
He writes, "I have heard so much against the 
northern states that is unjust toward our people 
that I am heartily tired of it. The two sections of 
the union are rapidly losing confidence in each 
other, and are imbibing such bitter hatred that 
unless a change takes place soon there must be an 
open rupture, or, perhaps, scenes of violence and 
bloodshed. At present it would be useless to at- 
tempt to do much for our African mission in 
Charleston. Last Sunday no church would re- 
ceive the agents of the Christian Union, the Tract 
Society, or American Sunday-school Union, sim- 
ply because the chief seat of these societies is 
North. None of these societies do at all, in the 
remotest manner, suggest the subject of the con- 
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dition and claims of the African race any more 
than any other race. But as our mission does aim 
practicably at the good of the African race it 
may, more or less, start in the minds of the people 
a prejudice, even greater than would be mani- 
fested against the ordinary union movements of 
the North and South. I am sorry to leave 
Charleston without doing anything for the mis- 
sion ; but on account of the state of feeling here I 
will leave this afternoon." 

Mr. Officer was not an Abolitionist in the polit- 
ical sense, but he was most thoroughly antislavery. 
He did not go South, or anywhere else, to mix in 
the strife about slavery. He was, however, a close 
observer, and never mingled with any people with- 
out seeing and hearing who they were and what 
they did. Yet his journal contains very little of 
what he saw or thought while in the South con- 
cerning domestic slavery. At Baltimore, on his 
way home, he records: "It is now nearly two 
months since I passed through here on my way 
South, and I have in the meantime been on the 
rice and cotton plantations, and have seen much 
of slavery in the country as well as in the cities, 
and I can not say that my opinion in regard to it 
is changed. Perhaps, however, I found the phys- 
ical condition of the slave a little better than I 
expected — not so bard-worked, and better fed. But 
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ihe sale of men and women, the separation of 
families, and the consequences that follow, are 
enough to satisfy me of its evil nature. But I 
have no idea that the evil will soon be remedied.*' 
Notwithstanding the occasional bitter opposi- 
tion, and the apparent general indifference, which 
made his work so tedious and often disheartening, 
many of the leading people among the laity most 
heartily approved of the movement; but they were 
fully aware of the backward condition of the 
masses in the church on the subject of foreign 
missions, and thought his agency greatly useful in 
an educational way. They could with a few large 
contributions have started the mission, but his 
work was preparing the whole church not only 
to found it, but forever afterward to sustain it. 
Comparatively few of the ministry really disap- 
proved, and they were, perhaps, generally the 
older men, who in the earlier history of the church 
had experienced the difficulties attending benev- 
olent enterprises among the Lutheran people of 
this country. These would sometimes say a good 
deal, and make Mr. Officer feel that there was an 
immense opposition, but the records of synodical 
action, when the voice of the church was taken, 
show that they were, after all, greatly in the mi- 
nority. Most of the pastors heartily sustained his 
effiorts, and when the contributions in public were 
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not satisfactory, they would often spend days with 
him in visiting from house to house. This method' 
was usually more successful. In one large, wealthy 
charge where the public eftbrt, in one congrega- 
tion, resulted in a contribution of less than seven 
dollars, the private visiting effort in another secured 
over sixty dollars. He was a most welcome guest in 
the houses of the people, and received every at- 
tention in the families of those with whom he 
lodged. He fully 'appreciated these personal at- 
tentions, and makes continual reference to them in 
his journal. But it was help for the mission he so 
ardently desired, and never felt easy unless the 
cause was well received. 

He sometimes anticipated more opposition than 
really awaited him. He went to one of the Penn- 
sylvania synods very reluctantly, but was quite 
agreeably surprised by a most cordial reception. 
An opportunity was cheerfully given him to pre- 
sent the claims of the mission, which was heartily 
recommended to the churches for support. It is 
true some of the best people seemed to hesitate; 
they saw that it was a very difficult undertaking. 
Only a few would dare to speak out confidently, or 
manifest any enthusiasm concerning the matter, 
while some made objections, and seemed to him 
to clamor loudly for abandoning the work after 
he had already spent years of most laborious and 
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self-Bacrificing efforts for it. Their objections he 
had continually to answer; and as these were near- 
ly always the same, the answers would be about 
the same, consequently it became a monotonous 
and painful repetition. While preparing to go to 
one of the synods he writes : " I do not go to this 
meeting with a cheerful heart, because I anticipate 
the synod will not well receive my visit in behalf 
of the mission. Objections that have been fully 
answered scores of times will be pressed again; 
and although I am willing still to reply, yet the 
constant debate of synods has become unpleasant 
to me, and I would now prefer to labor elsewhere 
than go to this meeting." 

It was the weariness of replying to objections 
that induced him to open his lecture before one of 
the Ohio synods by saying, " I want it understood 
first of all that I did not make the negro, and am 
in no way responsible for his existence." 

During the summer of 1859 he visited tibe com- 
mittee of the American Missionary Association at 
New York to keep himself fully informed of the 
miission-work in western Africa, and on the 26th 
of August writes, " I met Rev. Mr. White at the 
rooms of the association and had a long conversa- 
tion with him about missions in Africa. He read- 
ily admits the importance of introducing proper 
political and social institutions. He agrees that 
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in the Sherbro and Mendi countries this is es- 
pecially necessary. Mr. Tappan also agrees that 
at sometime, in the progress of Christian civiliza- 
tion, this will be necessary, and that it can more 
easily be done now than in after years ; and he would 
now co-operate in a movement to establish a small 
settlement of Christian colored people in some ad- 
vantageous position in that part of the coast which 
they now occupy. He earnestly urged me to re- 
turn to Africa under their Board and commence 
just such a station as I now recommend. It some- 
times appears to me that I ought to accept this 
offer which has been so often tendered to me. I feel 
much disheartened about our mission, and am half 
convinced that I should go out under the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association, which would afford 
much more ample means for prosecuting the mis- 
sion-work there." 

In what state of mind he returned from New 
York to his appointments in the agency, the fol- 
lowing letter will clearly show: 

'Palmyra, Pa., August 29, 1859. 

"My Dear Susan: — * * During my visit at 
New York I had a long conversation with Mr. 
Tappan, and also with Rev. Mr. White, who has 
recently returned from Good Hope Station in 
Africa, I find that the country is in a more set- 
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tied state than when I left, and that we conld 
likely procure land there for our mission. But I 
must say that Mr. Tappan's warm and fraternal 
invitation to return under their Board, and found 
for them another station at some point that I 
might choose, has much unsettled my mind, and 
I have for two days been perplexed and troubled 
till I am weary and dispirited. The American 
Missionary Association is just about to receive a 
large appropriation of funds from the Avery es- 
tate at Pittsburgh, and will be able to furnish 
ample means for carrying on a settlement station 
and school; and the committee, Mr. Tappan says, 
will cheerfully indorse and aid to prosecute the 
plan that I have proposed to our own people. In- 
deed, every ground of objection, so far as the plan 
and the agents of the work are concerned, is re- 
moved. They would not require my remaining 
in Africa long at a time, and could furnish me 
employment in this country in some department 
in the same general cause. Their proposals have 
unsettled my mind, and, as I have no one else to 
talk to about them, I have thus mentioned them 
to you. Of course I can do nothing until I see 
what our committee wijl do in what we ourselves 
have undertaken. ***** 

u M. Officer." 
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The clearness with which he saw his own duty 
in reference to this mission carried him safely 
through every perplexity, turned aside every prop- 
osition to abandon the enterprise, and gave him 
strength to suffer every self-denial to accomplish 
the object. The steadiness of his purpose, as he 
goes forward for years amid the multiplicity of 
hinderances, is marvelous. He is constantly met 
by much indifference and opposition to the cause 
itself. He is all the while invited and urged to 
accept of very desirable situations in the work of 
his church at home. He is offered every induce- 
ment to do for others the same work in the foreign 
field he is seeking to do for the Lutheran Church. 
But nothing can turn him aside ; a Lutheran mission 
in Africa is his object; and for this he never ceases 
to labor amid the darkness of doubt and dif- 
ficulty and improbability that gather into mount- 
ains of hinderances about him. Still onward he 
goes as by destiny. It is impossible for a Christian 
mind clearly to understand all that he experienced 
in founding this mission, and not feel that in this 
ivork he was a providential man. 

He is often in trouble and greatly perplexed 
about the work, and made to hesitate and recon- 
sider the whole subject, but never once able to come 
to any other conclusion except this one : that it is his 
duty to go on. The clearness with which he 
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comes to this conclusion not only keeps him 
steadfast to this purpose, but gives him great sat- 
isfactioii and solid comfort in the most trying 
hours. A few extracts* will indicate this, and 
cheer the sympathizing reader by giving assurance 
that he had a precious reward in his own mind — 
the consciousness of doing right, doing his Mas- 
ter's will : 

" My Dear Susan : — * * * yj-Q must there- 
fore try to content ourselves in what seems to be 
our allotted employment and state. I see no way 
now to change my work. I see no place in the 
past at which I could have done diflerently and 
been true to my convictions. It seems to me 
therefore that my present engagements are right, 
and it is wisest and best simply to go forward in 
their fulfillment. If it were not for growing at- 
tachment to you at home, and my increasing con- 
cern for your welfare, I could freely and joyfully 
continue this wandering life. I can sometimes feel 
as well as believe that it is but little difference to 
me, practically, how I am employed, or where, if 
only I may do my work and receive the favor of 
God. "Were it not for those yet on earth, how 
gladly could I look upon the ebbing out of this 
life, that I might go to those in heaven/' 
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^' My Dbae SuflAN : — * * * j earnestly wish 
I could do my duiy and yet go home to stay. 
Every long stay at home, even under the disad- 
vantages of anxiety and uncertainty, only increases 
my desire to stay at home permanently. This de- 
sire to settle on the one hand, and the numerous 
obstacles in the way of my work on the other, 
sometimes makes me hesitate; still, on reflection, 
it seems clear to me that I should continue my 
efforts for the mission. * * * Any place would 
be home to me where you and the children 
would be. Tou occupy my thoughts more than 
ever before. I long to see you, but I am also 
happy in my work, and will try to patiently labor 
on till I can more clearly see my privilege of set- 
tling down. Yours affectionately. 

M. Ofmcbb." 

The progress of the movement can be learned 
very accurately from the quarterly and annual re- 
ports of the superintendent, on file in the hands 
of the treasurer. These, though interesting, are 
lengthy and omitted in this place, as the reports 
made to the General Synod will be quite satisfac- 
tory to the general reader. 

In May, 1857, the committee reported to the 
General Synod that: 
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1. On tihe 12th of December, 1856, Rev. M. 

OflBicer was appointed superintendent of the Af- 
rican mission, with instructions to travel through 
the church for the purpose of acquainting our peo- 
ple with the object and plan of the movement, and 
of collecting funds for the founding of the home 
school, or missionary institute. 

2. The superintendent has been constantly em- 
ployed in this work, and reports that wherever he 
has been the general expression, of both ministers 
and people, is that the project is right in itself, and 
is timely in our church. 

3. As the movement depends on the whole 
General Synod for its support, it does not receive 
as large contributions as objects more local do; 
and as they are made only on the solicitations 
of the superintendent, the progress of raising funds 
has been slow and the traveling expenses large. 
"VVe have, however, on hand, clear of all expenses, 
about one thousand dollars in cash, and about four 
hundred dollars in subscription which will be due 
iu a few weeks. 

4. We have not yet selected a location for the 
mission-school. The intention is to locate the in- 
stitute wherever, upon the whole, we can secure 
the largest advantages. 
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For the foreign department of this undertaking 
we recommend : 

1. That the contemplated mission be located 
among the heathen population in the territory 
of the republic of Liberia. 

2. That the plan of the work be to establish, 
under the superintendence of a white man, a small 
settlement of Christian colored people, embracing 
a preacher, a school-teacher, and one or mor€ 
farmers and mechanics, as the means of the church 
will allow. 

3. That the heathen children taken into the 
mission be taught, in connection with their relig- 
ious training, the common branches of an English 
education, and also the common arts of civilization. 

4. That so soon as practicable some one of the 
missionaries acquire a knowledge of the language 
spoken by the heathen about the mission, so as to 
preach to the adult population, and also to under- 
stand more perfectly their modes of thought. 

5. In conclusion, the committee recommend 
the continuance of the agency by Rev. M. Officer, 
with a view to the permanent establishment of the 
African missionary institute. 

This report, signed by the entire committee, was 
adopted by the synod, after a warm debate, and 
the same committee continued. 
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Immediately after the vote of the synod Mr. Of- 
ficer retired to the basement of the chm'ch and 
wrote the following letter to his wife : 

"Reading, Pa., Monday, May 13, 1857. 

" My Dear Susan : — * * This morning the re- 
port on the mission was presented. Dr. Sprecher 
read it, and time was given for remarks, when 
several persons pounced upon it with great energy, 
and one made a motion that the whole thing be 
abandoned and the money on hand be devoted to 
other purposes. Several speeches were made in 
favor of the motion to abandon, and then Dr. 
Sprecher, Passavant, and myself answered all so 
fully that the motion was withdrawn and the 
whole report of the committee was adopted with- 
out a single dissenting voice, so that the thing is 
now on a firmer basis than before, and firmer than 
it could have been if the objections had not been 
made. I wish you could have been present. It 
would have amused you to hear what flimsy ob- 
jections were urged, and it would have encouraged 
you to hear the loud^ strong vote that was cast in 
the mission's favor. I often think you ought to 
see some of these triumphs to enable you to better 
endure your lonely hours. I have to meet more 
opposition than you; but I am prepared for it by 
the occasional demonstrations of favor, while you 
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have the same weary, monotonous task of lonely 
care, with little of change in any direction. 
As soon as the vote was cast I thought of you and 
came down here to write you these few lines. * * 

M. Officer." 

The second annual report ot his agency was 
presented to the committee at a meeting in Cin- 
cinnati, in December, 1857. In view of the recent 
action by the General Synod the committee in- 
structed their treasurer to invest their ready money, 
now about fourteen hundred dollars in cash, for 
two years, at eight per cent interest. The meeting 
was a pleasant one, but the results of the j^gency 
were not satisfactory to the superintendent. He 
could not resist the feeling that it required more 
time and labor than it should to prepare the way 
for commencing the direct work of the mission. 
The contributions from the pastoral charges gen- 
erally were not more than from twelve to forty 
dollars, and he writes : 

Journal. "I sometimes feel not only much per- 
plexed but also much discouraged. The church 
does not lay hold of this matter as it should. How 
easy it would be for some half dozen of our wealthy 
men to found the school at once ! But it seemd 
they will not, and therefore I must go on in the 
same plodding way till I can go no longer, or till 
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the necessary means are obtained. I often feel 
distressed because so large a part of the means col- 
lected is expended in my support; but my little 
family needs all I get, and I have nothing to rely on 
either for them or myself in the future. Some- 
times I have been almost ready to abandon the 
whole undertaking as a thing which, after all, is 
not needed, or is not feasible. But as often as I 
review the entire ground upon which the scheme 
rests, my convictions are the same as when I first 
began — that the African race has stronger claims 
on the American people than any other race under 
the sun has ; that the best that can be done to that 
injured country is to introduce there the gospel; 
and this can be best done through the agency of 
the colored man. I can, then, only go forward, 
hoping that God may yet open the hearts of the 
people more, and may guide me so as to accom- 
plish the founding of the mission-school." 

During the time until the next meeting of the 
General Synod at Pittsburgh, in May, 1859, the 
work progressed slowly. At that meeting the 
committee reported that they had about three 
thousand dollars in money, and recommended that 
the contemplated mission-school be established in 
Africa instead of the United States. 

This recommendation was the cause of a pro- 
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tracted and somewhat excited debate. As the 
school was to be founded in the foreign field, the 
Executive Committee of foreign missions claimed 
the right to conduct it. On the other hand, the 
friends of the African mission, especially those 
identified with it, opposed its passing out of the 
hands of the committee that had undertaken it at 
first, and had defended it against the numerous at- 
tacks with which it had been assailed. They were 
not willing now to place it in the hands of those 
who, to say the least, never evinced any interest in 
it. They thought it rather hazardous to intrust it 
to the keeping of those who had always denied it 
the right of existence. 

In the midst of a confused discussion numerous 
resolutions and amendments were oflfered, such as 
would place the mission in the hands of the for- 
eign missionary committee, with instructions that 
could be construed to mean that they were empow- 
ered to either prosecute or abandon the work, as 
they might deem proper. What construction they 
would give their own resolution was quite mani- 
fest from the long speeches, in which they argued 
that the mission should be abandoned. Nothing 
was lost, however, by the procedure. The follow- 
ing somewhat indefinite action was at length 
taken : 
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'* Resolved^ That the committee on the African 
mission be continued^ and that they be directed to 
proceed with the work begun ; but that no decided 
action be taken as to the location and commence- 
ment of the mission without the co-operation of 
the Executive Committee of our Foreign Mission- 
ary Society." 

After the above resolution was adopted the two 
committees, that of the foreign missions and the 
African mission, held a joint meeting, when, after 
a friendly interview, they agreed, 

1. To locate the proposed mission-station and 
school in the territory of the"" repubKc of Liberia, 
or in the dominion of some of the adjacent 
tribes. 

2. To send Rev. M. Officer, accompanied by an 
assistant, to Africa to explore the region mentioned 
above, to select a site, and begin a mission on the 
plan proposed. 

3. To employ the superintendent in Africa only 
long enough to establish the station, and then re- 
turn to the work in this country. 

Not long after this action of the committees Mr. 
Heigerd received the appointment of assistant 
missionary to the proposed mission, and was in- 
structed to prepare for sailing in the fall. 
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SABIUEL'S DEATH. 

This child was bom at Pindlay, in June, 1855. 
He was one of those whom it is said, "Death loves a 
a shining mark/' There are some born to us in 
this world who seem to become supernatural, and, 
as though not designed for this life, they go to 
heaven in infancy. Samuel was one of those ex- 
traordinary ones. He grew in wonderful mental 
and spiritual development, but became sick in 
January, 1858, and was a sufferer, with short in- 
tervals of relief and hope of recovery, until on the 
19th of December following he died of organic 
disease of the heart. Mr. Officer was at the time 
on a tour in Pennsylvania. When the sad intelli- 
gence reached him he immediately started for 
home, traveling on horseback from Fayettsville 
to Enon Valley; thence to Wooster, Ohio, by 
cars ; and thence by horse to Holmesville in less 
than eighteen hours. He writes, " The roads were 
exceedingly deep. I met my wife and mother and 
sisters in deep sorrow. My dear little Samuel's 
corpse lay in the perfection of beauty. We de- 
posited the lifeless form of the lovely child in the 
grave-yard at Fredericksburg, Ohio. This is truly 
a severe affliction, especially as I was not ^present 
when the little sufferer departed; but he is happy 
and I am resigned. He was a most noble and 
lovely little boy ; but he is now a saint in heaven 



RBV. MOBBIS OFFIOBR. 178 

His last sufferings were not great, and during 
the last three months of his life he has most 
of the time appeared to be very cheerfiil and 
happy. This dispensation of Providence is doubt- 
less designed to effect some good in us on whom 
it has so sorely fallen; and I pray that it accom- 
plish in me what God in mercy has designed." 

Samuel's sickness was continued nearly a year^ 
and was often so severe as to require the presence 
of his father, who would be called home in the 
midst of his appointments, which were usually 
made several weeks in advance. Referring to this 
he writes, "The many hinderances to my work 
during the last year have led me at times to in- 
quire whether I am engaged as God would have 
me be. I feel that my way is somewhat dark, and 
I often am much perplexed and tried. I would 
much rather prefer to labor in a charge than travel 
on this agency; but I have all along thought it my 
duty to continue. If it is not I pray God that I 
may know it, and may be directed to what is 
right." 

He was often tried by the thought that he might 
be mistaken in his efforts to establish this mission. 
Soon after the death of Samuel, while reading the 
proof-sheet of the African Bible Pictures, he says, 
" Indeed, when I think of the difficulties of my 
present undertpkingy and then look at my meager 
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capabilities and attainments, I after all fear I hare 
erred; and if it is an error it is no trifling one. To 
leave my dear wife and little ones for weeks and 
months, with only brief intervals of visits between, 
for so long a time as I have done in this agency, 
and then to desert them a whole year or more in 
visiting the fatal coast of Africa, whence I may 
never return, is a fearful error, if it is an error. 
Clear as the commands of God's word are, and 
firm as my convictions of duty are, in the main 
there are times when the claims of my family, the 
expressions of astonishment at my course on the 
part of Christians, even ministers, the danger and 
difficulties of the enterprise depress my mind and 
half dissuade me from the work." 

He often grows intensely sad in consequence of 
absence from home. 

March 6, 1859. "Preached in forenoon. Sub- 
scription fifteen dollars. People very little inter- 
ested in missions. Came to Brother S.'s and 
found a member visiting. I feel very sad and 
much discouraged about my work. Still, God 
rules. I am truly weary of traveling. But what 
shall I do ? I think much of my dear departed 
little boy — my lovely Samuel. Oh, how I long to 
see him ! God help me to be faithful, that I may 
meet him in heaven. Walked from Bellendere, 
New Jersey, to Centerville, where Bro. Albert 
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received me very cordially. On my way over I 
passed through a retired part of the country, and 
being alone, thought much about home and my 
dear friends, some of whom I long to see. I also 
meditated on my heavenly home, where now my 
lovely little Samuel is — ^free from suffering and 
safe from sin. The harvest-fields by the wayside 
were ripe for the sickle; the fruit-trees were 
loaded with fruit, and all nature looked cheerful ; 
but still I was sad as I thought of my past negli- 
gence and sins, and looked forward to my probable 
visit to Africa. But I hope in the mercy and grace 
of God. 

" I lodged with Bro. Kribbs. Felt very lonely 
and sad. I thought much about my dear family, 
and longed to be at home. What a relief it would 
be if I could settle with my fond wife and children 
in some quiet charge! I grow more and more 
weary of this wandering life ; but I must yet con- 
tinue. I mourn the loss of my dear little son. 
Have read Harbaugh's Heavenly Recognition, and 
feel somewhat cheered by the thought that I shall 
again see my lovely departed boy in another 
world. The same thought consoles me in my 
present absence from my dear family. It seems I 
can not be permitted to enjoy their society much 
in this life. I can not say I desire long life, if only 
my work be done and heaven be my home. Oh, 
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how I long to meet again my lovely departed lit- 
tle boy ! That loss seems to grow more severe. 
My God, give me grace to submit to thy will and 
providence without murmuring! I am sad and 
lonely thus away from my family." 
There are constant references to the death of 

4 

this child during the whole time of his stay at the 
Muhlenberg Mission, and after his return home. 
He writes from Muhlenberg to a friend in America: 

"But there has one heavy shock fallen upon 
me from which I can never recover. I mourn the 
loss of my dear, my lovely boy. Now my heart 
bleeds afresh, and bitter tears bedim my eyes. It 
seems to me I can not rest until I see him again. 
Last night, in my dreams, I saw the lovely creat- 
ure, pale and suffering, and holding him in my 
arms as when alive. What a pleasure — a mourn- 
ful pleasure it was. 

"When on my way from Pennsylvania to my 
home in Bellefontaine, Ohio, about a year ago, I 
left the cars at Wooster and rode down to the 
place where his remains then rested. I went to 
his grave alone, and, in prayer, there I experienced 
a state of soul that I think I never experienced 
before. I became resigned, and a heavenly calm 
spread over me. I rode to my mother's and then 
back to Wooster in an exalted state of mind. 
Heaven seemed near, and so did the spirit of my 
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darling boy. Is it not true that departed spirits 
may visit us? Are they not our angels? But I 
must forbear. I now understand why so many 
have deified their dear departed ones. I, too, have 
almost done the same." 

In December, 1859, just before leaving for Af- 
rica, he removed the remains to Springfield, Ohio, 
and writes, " This is to me a mournful pleasure. 
I went with a cheerful heart to the spot where he 
was buried. Having had the precious remains ex- 
humed, I visited my mother and sisters at Holmes- 
ville and returned to Wooster to take the cars for 
home, having my treasure along. On arriving at 
Crestline I was obliged to remain till morning. I 
felt sad. But God in mercy gave me comfort, and 
is, I believe, preparing me for the duties to which 
he has called me. I am not without comfort, 
though mourning the loss of my dear little son, 
and also expecting soon to^leave my beloved fam- 
ily. I arrived home with these precious remains 
in the afternoon, and in the evening we took them 
to the cemetery. It will be a consolation to my 
family in my absence to have this grave so near. 
There is a sacred pleasure in doing anything with 
reference to this beloved child. I do not wonder 
that the pagans so often worship their dead." 

12 
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CHAPTER IX. 

GOING TO AFBICA — SELECTING A SITE FOR THE MISSION". 

Thinking Springfield, Ohio, to he the hest place 
for his family during his ahsence, he removed there 
in March, 1859, purchased a sniall hut comfortahle 
house, and situated them as well as was possible 
in his absence. 

Nothing can, perhaps, portray more strikingly 
the immense sacrifice made in leaving home this 
time than the fact that January 16, 1860, he 
wrote his will and had it properly witnessed by 
Mrs. Rogers, his wife's sister, and her daughter^ 
Miss Effie Rogers. 

Springfield, Ohio, January 20, 1860. "Having 
now made all arrangements for my departure for 
Baltimore, thence to sail for western Africa, I, first 
of all, wish here to record my gratitude to Al- 
mighty God for his goodness heretofore, to cast 
myself as unworthy and helpless upon his mercy, 
and ardently pray, if it be his will, to prosper my 
work and bring me in safety again to my dear 
wife and children. This I ask in the name of our 
adorable Redeemer T^ 
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January 21. " This morning, after a brief prayer 
with my dear wife and eldest little girl, I bade 
them farewell and repaired to the depot." 

From Muhlenberg he writes to a friend, " I suf- 
fered severely on leaving home the last time. Ris- 
ing at 2 o'clock in the morning I partook of a 
little refreshment prepared by my dear Susan. 
Xiittle Alice rose and dressed herself to render 
what aid she could, and bid me good-by. * She 
acted most bravely and appropriately. The other 
two little ones I kissed in sleep. I left, but it 
seemed like a dream; and oh, the gloom and 
misery of the next day! But now I am here; 
and here is duty, for awhile at least. I am cheer- 
ful at my work, especially when I preach." 

The same day on which he left his home, while 
delayed at Cj^tline, Ohio, he writes : 

" My Dear Susan : — I know you will not expect 
to receive a letter from me at this place ; but as I 
am delayed awhile, why should I not write? My 
thoughts, my heart, all my interests seem to be at 
home. It appears to be like a dream that I am 
going away. I can hardly realize it, and yet I do 
realize — it is a sad reality. But I will not com- 
plain ; nay, I will rejoice in the hope, though now 
in the far future, of meeting, even in this life 
Let us continue with humble resignation, yet with 
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earnestness and faith, to entreat this favor of our 
heavenly Father. Already, as I write and pray, 
my heart becomes lighter, and I feel better able to 
bear this trying separation. My mind does not, 
so far, reach forward at all to the work before 
me, and I do not to-day fed any interest in it. If 
feelings were at all times to be followed I should 
this evening return home. But I know they are 
not always to be obeyed, and therefore I follow on 
the way before marked out, not doubting th^at I 
shall soon experience a greater pleasure and inter- 
est in my undertaking. I write thus to you be- 
cause it is my right and inclination to speak out 
my hopes and sorrows. I hope you to-day find 
comfort in prayer and meditation on the goodness 
and mercy of God. * * God bless you. 

M. Officer." 

He had first made arrangements to sail from 
!N"ew York to Sherbro, in west Africa, about the 
middle of October, but the vessel failed to go. 
He then made efforts to secure a passage on other 
vessels, but did not succeed till about the middle 
of December, when at Baltimore he made ar- 
rangements for a passage on the brig Palmas. 
This vessel was expected to sail the last of Jan- 
uary, and to meet this he left home the 21st. 

On his way east he stopped at several places, 
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but says, " It is hard thus slowly to go on my way 
from my dear family. I could more easily hasten 
away and embark for my field of labor." 

He reached Baltimore, January 26th, and learned 
that the Palmas would not sail until the 15th of 
February, and perhaps not so soon, and writes, " I 
am much perplexed by these delays. Have I erred 
in my undertaking, or in the manner of prosecut- 
ing it? Surely there is an overruling Providence ; 
and what mean these frequent hinderances? 
my Father, direct me." 

On the evening of the 19th of February a fare- 
well meeting was held in Dr. Morris' church. As 
the meeting was small, Mr. Officer was disheart- 
ened. "Not," he says, "because I, as an individ- 
ual, have not been well treated, for I have been 
very kindly received ; but I have failed to interest 
the people of our church here generally." 

An editorial in the Lutheran Observer y by Dr. 
Kurtz, says of him, " This indefatigable mission- 
ary has been in Baltimore making preparations for 
his embarkation to Africa, and will most probably 
leave our shores in a few days. His unweariied 
energy and zeal in the prosecution of this work, 
amid many difficulties, commend themselves to 
the admiration of all his friends. 

" The African mission doe^ not enjoy the pres- 
tige of great popularity, and it has seldom beea 
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alluded to, except in the resolutions of synods and 
the acknowledgments of money. There has been, 
no flourish of trumpets, and no loud beating of 
drums; but it has been working its way silently, 
and it has secured many substantial friends. 

" Mr. Officer is the very man fitted by nature 
and grace for this undertaking. His experience 
in Africa, his knowledge of African manners and 
customs, his acquaintance with the country, his 
high standing as a man with the European set- 
tlers and commercial agents on the coast, his vig- 
orous constitution, his business tact, his untiring 
zeal and ardent piety, eminently qualify him for 
this work. A man thus endowed for such an un- 
dertaking, who has left his family in this country 
to expose Mmeelf, for the time necessary, to the 
climate of Africa, deserves the support and sym- 
pathy of the church, independently of the com- 
manding claims of the mission. Day by day he 
is now toiling to complete his outfit. His whole 
soul is occupied in the work. No other subject 
engages his attention; he seems to be able to 
think, talk, and dream of nothing else. Such a 
man deserves success, and he will secure it." 

There were only three passengers, Mr. Officer, 
Mr. Heigerd, and Mr. Thompson, a native of Li- 
beria, who was returning home. They went 
aboard the brig Palmas on the 23d of February, 
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I860, and anchored that night m the Chesapeake 
Bay, fifteen milea below Baltimore. The few pre- 
cious moments that are still left to him near the 
shores of his native land are occupied in writing 
letters to many Mends, giving them a parting 
sentiment. A few sentences from one of these 
letters deserve a place here : 

" My Deab Motheb : — I know that you feel deeply 
the separation which this undertaking requires; 
but I know also that you appreciate the cause for 
which I am laboring, and that you know the 
source of comfort. Tour prayers and Christian 
example in the years of my disobedience and im- 
penitence toward God often deeply impress me, and 
were the chief means by which I was led at last to 
yield my heart and services to Him who hath re- 
deemed us. And very often, during the severe 
spiritual trials which I endured for a long time 
after professing religion, you comforted and 
strengthened me greatly indeed. These things 
afford me much pleasure now. I think that as 
men become more experienced in life they turn 
more and more in thought and recollection to the 
parents who toiled for them and watched over 
them in infancy and youth ; and when these par- 
ents add to the excellency of parental care the 
other virtues of religion, the remembrance of them 
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is stm more endearing. I think of you often, and 
with much pleasure. * * My family feel this 
separation; but aU bear up under it with patience 
and fortitude. Susan is one of the best of women, 
a most faithful, agreeable, and affectionate wife, an 
exemplary and devoted mother. Truly I have 
been favored in finding so lovely and pious a com- 
panion. Although I am so much from home and 
so far, yet my dear family affords me great de- 
light. * * Please remember me to all. God 
direct us and bless us as our day demands. I pray 
that, if it be God's will, we may again meet here 
and in heaven. Your affectionate son. 

M. Officer." 

Although now aboard, they were hindered in 
getting to sea by calms and head-winds, and it 
was not until the 1st of March that they took up 
anchor at Hampton Roads. While thus detained, 
he writes, " I long to be on our voyage, though it 
is not unpleasant in itself to remain here in quiet 
water, in agreeable company, with beautiful shores 
in view, and a good selection of books to read. 
But I think of home, and it seems hard to remain 
absent from those there, and yet be making no 
progress toward the place of destination." So 
eager was he to get on that when they were once 
out at sea he says, ^^ I thank God that we are at 
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last under way, and I pray that his strong hand 
may protect in the great deep. I can not forget 
home. I feel deeply for my dear ones there. 
May they all share largely the mercies of heaven.'' 

As the weather was pleasant nearly all the time, 
and the voyage a prosperous one, and his health 
quite good, he did considerable reading. 

April 4. "As we now draw near the shore my 
mind turns with deep interest to the work before 
us. Our first object is, as soon as practicable, to 
open a small manual-labor school among the 
heathen population, or on the border of such tribe. 
This school is to be, at the same time, established 
with a view to making it the rallying-point of a 
small settlement of colored people, and to be grad- 
ually raised to a school of a higher order as the 
settlement may determine and allow. The first 
duty will be to explore a few 'rivers and districts 
thought to be most suitable, and to select a site. 
In making selection of a location, the following 
things should be kept in view: Facility of access, 
healthfulness, local advantages, and character of 
the natives. 

"A place may be accessible^ either by being near 
a sea-port or on a river entering the sea at a port 
or good anchorage, or on the line of some road 
running over land from some prominent point 
At present, so far as I can learn, there is no such 
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road in the republic; but there is one in contem- 
plation from Millsburg, on the St, Pauls River, to 
the high lands^of the interior. 

^' The heaUf{fiUness of a point will, perhaps, de- 
pendi on its elevation, its distance from swampy 
lauds, ai;id the purity of its water 

"Among the local advantages may be named the 
productiveness of the soil, the supply and quality 
of building material, and water-falls for propelling 
machinery. 

" Those native characteristics which are perhaps 
most desirable, and may be found in a comparative 
degree, are peacefulness, attachment to home, and 
inclination to agriculture and mechanical arts. 
Whether any of the pagan tribes possess these 
characteristics or not, it is certain some of them 
are less inclined to practice the opposite vices and 
faults than others. 

"And now I sincerely pray that God would 
direct me in this undertaking, and give me wis- 
dom, and prudence, and perseverance, that I may 
do what will be best for the cause and most for his 
glory." 

April 5, 1860. "We shall anchor in less than 
an hour, and I will, perhaps, be able to land to- 
day. I desire to record my sincere thanks to the 
God of all my mercies. Tlmnks be to him for life 
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and health, and the opening prospect of doing 
good. May his goodness continue to attend 
me. 

" After landing, Bro. Heigerd and I proceeded 
to the house of my old friend Hon. B. V. R. James, 
with whom I lodged when here nearly seven years 
ago. He received us with great cordiality. After 
sitting a few minutes at his house we walked to 
the point at the light-house to take a view of the 
town and country^ It was an enchanting scene, 
and I felt a thrill of joy that I was again in this 
field of labor, and could see around me the marks 
of decided improvement since. my former visit. 
But there was one bitterness mingled in the cup 
)f joy — my family were not here. For awhile my 
feelings almost overcame me. How hard to be 
jeparated! 

" As I thought it best for Bro. Heigerd not to 
deep on shore until we determined on our imme- 
liate movements, he returned to the Palmas and 
[ remained with Mr. James. Bishop Barnes, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, called on me. 
He was the same cheerful, open, wa'rm-hearted 
brother I found him when here formerly. He in- 
sisted on my breakfasting with him to-morrow 
morning. I agreed. Rev. J. Seys called, all full 
of zeal and interest for the cause." 

This was for Mr. Officer, perhaps, the grandest 
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hour of his life. After bo many years of thinking 
and praying, planning and talking, traveling and 
sacrificing, and suftering, he is at last on the ground, 
prepared with means and help, duly authorized and 
sent out by the General Synod to found a Lutheran 
mission in Africa. How often he had hoped for 
this, how often he had despaired of it, and now it 
is realized ! It was like the first touch of a prize 
of half a life-time's toil. This extraordinary expe- 
rience is now his — ^his to enjoy in all the intensity 
of nature. If you can sympathize with him in 
this you will not wonder that he speaks of his re- 
sponsibilities, and^sets about the work like a man 
who has more than ordinary duties to perform. 
To Dr. Anspach he writes, " We desire not to be 
forgotten by the people of earnest and believing 
prayer; our undertaking is a difiicult one, more so 
than our brethren at home can realize." His jour- 
nal says, " I am burdened with the thought of the 
labor and responsibility of this movement." To 
Dr. Harrison he writes, "We were much perplexed ; 
we felt the need of divine direction, and sincerely 
sought it." 

Owing to the delay of two months at Baltimore 
it was now near the close of the dry season. He 
was anxious to do some planting before the ap- 
proaching rains; and yet some of the most im- 
portant work connected with the whole movement 
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mnst first be done. The country must be explored 
and a site determined upon before they could even 
begin the clearing of land to plant. The little 
time that remained before the rains would com- 
mence was all the opportunity they would have to 
do all this work. The consideration of this stim- 
ulated the ceaseless activity of Mr. Officer, 
and the rapidity of his movements astonished all 
the missionaries and government officers in that 
country. 

Before leaving the United States he had directed i 
the attention of the committee to several localities 
which might be suitable for the mission. Firsts 
the lands on the St. Paul's River; secondly, the 
country about the falls of the Sinoe River; thirdly y 
the Cape Mount region; and, fourthly, the high 
lands on the Junk River. 

On arriving at Monrovia he learned that the 
Presbyterian missionaries had just located at the 
falls of the Sinoe, and therefore determined at 
once not to enter that field. He ascertained that 
the Methodist Episcopal Church had recently en- 
larged their operations in the Cape Mount coun- 
try, consequently he determined not to visit that 
part of the republic. He found that Carysburg is- 
situated immediately inland from the first elevated 
lands on the Junk River ; and as he desired to have 
a wide, unoccupied field in hand from the mission, 
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he did not consider that a desirable point. But the 
territory on the north side of the St. Paul's River 
remained entirely unoccupied, there being no mis- 
sion from Millsburg to the vast interior eastward, 
and none to the Big Boom River in the north- 
west. 

He at once determined upon examining this in- 
teresting country. ) Having previously had some 
thought of locating at the falls of the Sinoe, he had 
conditionally arranged to land the lumber there; 
but he now took a permit to land at Monrovia, 
and secured storage in the colonization warehouse 
and put in safe keeping the building material and 
other eflfects, and started with Bro. Heigerd, — who 
had slept but one night on shore,^n the little mis- 
sion-boat purchased by the English Lutheran Sun- 
day-schools of Pennsylvania, and now manned by 
two Kroomen, who rowed them to White Plains, 
opposite Millsburg, the same evening. Here they 
were hospitably entertained during the night by 
Miss Kilpatrick, who had charge of a female 
school at that place. The following morning they 
ascended the first rapids of the river to Harris- 
burg, and stopped at the house of Mr. Simon 
Harrison, who was the highest settler on the river, 
and had charge of a small school and a small 
church under the patronage of the Presbyterian 
board. This is on the south-east side of the river, 
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and has an elevated situation overlooking the lower 
rapids, and Millsburg on the opposite side. 

Anxious to preserve Mr. Heigerd's health as 
much as possible, he did not think it prudent for 
him to accompany in the longer tours while ex- 
ploring ; and as this was a convenient stopping- 
place, they engaged boarding and lodging with 
Mr. Harrison, and made his house their home un- 
til they moved into their own house at Muhlen- 
berg. 

The details of the various tours are most in- 
tensely interesting, but are too lengthy to be given 
entire. The following abridgment of his journal 
will not, indeed, do justice, but may still in part 
show how laborious and thorough he was in fully 
acquainting himself with the country before he 
made a choice of a site for the mission. 

TJte first thing of importance was to ascertain 
whether canoes could ascend the river any consid- 
erable distance above Harrisburg. This could be 
done with more accuracy before the approaching 
rains, and while the water was low. Accordingly 
the next morning after their arrival at Mr. Harri- 
son's, Mr. Officer procured a canoe, lighter thau 
the " mission-boat,'^ and some men who were 
somewhat acquainted with the channel, and pro- 
ceeded up the river. They soon passed several 
heavy rapids caused by several ledges of rock 
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elevating the bed of the stream. Hoping to find 
a long stretch of slack water they pushed on ; but 
the rapids only became more frequent and more 
violent, obliging them to disembark and draw the 
canoe over the falls by means of ropes. After 
they had passed a number of these rapids, and 
some islands, one of considerable size, they found 
the bed of the river in many places very wide, and 
always composed of granite rock. Sometimes 
deep gorges are worn down in the soft places, and 
through these the water rushes with great violence. 
These are often so deep, and the crags extending 
up are so numerous, that when in low position, 
looking up the stream, nothing can be seen but 
barren rocks, with a few small trees and shrubs 
interspersed. After ascending about four miles 
he left the men to bring the boat through one of 
the passes, while he would walk round to an ad- 
joining rock above. He soon heard a loud yell, 
and, looking round, saw the furious current had 
swept the bow of the boat back, and striking on 
its quarter filled with water; but the man at the 
stern succeeded in bringing it up to the rock. 
The gun, spirit-level, box of provisions, and am- 
munition remained in the canoe; but all that 
floated, especially the men's clothes, was swept 
away and lost. As it was about noon they sat 
down on the water-worn rock, beside the roaring 
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flood, and eat their dinner, composed of dried her- 
ring, and some ginger-snaps haked by Miss Georg- 
iana Morris, of Baltimore, Maryland, and handed 
to Mr. Officer the morning of his embarkation for 
Africa. These cakes were well moistened by the 
accident, but relished by our faithful missionaries, 
Avho remembered the fair hand that prepared and 
presented them. They were one form of the " cup 
of cold water," and the Savior's promise attended 
them. 

Dinner being over, he took one man, and leaving 
the rest with the canoe, walked, or rather climbed, 
as he says, along the banks some four miles far- 
ther to a point where there is a fall of three or 
four feet almost perpendicular. Here the stream, 
dividing into numerous branches, rushes furiously 
and with a loud roar through the deep, narrow, 
and tortuous gorges which the floods of ages have 
veorn in the fractured rock. After marking some 
trees with an ax, they returned to the canoe, em- 
barked, and alternately glided and plunged through 
the water, and in less than two hours made the 
landing at Harrison's. 

Having become convinced that the river could 
not be ascended by row-boats much above Mills- 
burg, and as the difficulty of making roads 
through the African forest made it impracticable 
to go far inland, the next thing to be done was 

18 
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to cxamiue the lands about the head of the slack 
water along and above Harrisbnrg. 

Accompanied by Mr. Heigerd and two natives, 
he passed through the country along the north 
side of the river. They went to Tomstown, and 
then to another village about one mile north-east- 
ward, and then east about four miles to a country 
town, near which a brook of considerable size ran 
toward the river. They traced this upward about 
a mile. It had a rapid current, and parted into 
several branches. They then returned and follow- 
ed it to the river, and kept along the river 
hills, which were, in places, one hundred and fifty- 
feet high. The country was beautiftd, the soil 
rich, but the timber scarce, as the sawyers cut it 
anywhere on the public lands. 

The same evening they walked back from their 
boarding-place about two miles, and found the 
finest scope of cleared land they had yet seen in 
Africa. Plenty of little towns. 

Next they examined the hills and streams on the 
north side of the river above Millsburg, and found 
some beautiful sites; but the dense jungle prevent- 
ed their reaching the most interesting hill. This 
almost impenetrable jungle of small trees and low 
bushes, wove together by an immense growth of 
many kinds of vines, some of which were of great 
length, made the work of examining any locality 
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very difficult. The good lands were all densely 
covered with this luxuriant matting of bushes and 
vines. They employed men to cut passes, rather 
than paths, through those places they wished to 
see. In this way they reached the top of the last 
mentioned hill, and found, by the spirit-level, that 
it was as high as any one occupied on the opposite 
side of the river, but on account of the bush they 
could not tell its actual height above the river. 
During this day, while tracing a small stream, Mr. 
Heigerd slipped and fell into the water. That was 
no dry missionary work. On returning home they 
learned that a large boa-constrictor had been killed 
near their boarding-place. This did not make the 
creeping through the jungle any more pleasant. 
The snake struck at a boy in the path, missed him, 
but seized his dog, and crushed and dragged him 
away into the bushes. The alarm was given, and 
a general turn-out and hunt ensued. His snakeship 
was found, shot several times, and finally dis- 
patched with cutlasses and bill-hooks. 

They next ascended a hill in the rear of Mills- 
burg, hoping to obtain a view of the surrounding 
country, but the bush was so high and dense that 
they could not see out. Then taking a man with 
him, Mr. Officer passed again over the land above 
Millsburg and secured several pretty fair views 
with a glass. Then taking a second man^ with a 
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canoe lie descended from the first high ledge o£ 
rocks running entirely across the stream above 
Harrison's wharf, to Millsburg, examined the 
channel, and found that the foot of the hill which, 
they had taken most interest in could be reached 
with good-sized canoes. 

After this he made several tours farther back 
from the river. In one of these he went four miles 
up a small stream which has its course nearly east 
of Harrisburg, and passed two towns. In one of 
these was a smithery, in which a native man- 
ufactured bill-hooks, iiaid to be the best in the 
country. The stream, which at that season was 
low, he thought wafl heavy enough to propel a saw 
or grist mill. The faUa were frequently of con- 
siderable height; but there wafi very little good 
timber near the stream, as the natives had de- 
stroyed it by clearing and the settlers by carrying 
it away for building purposes. 

Accompanied by Mr. Heigerd, he made an ex- 
amination back of Harrisburg, and also followed a 
path which ran along the ridge nearly parallel 
with the river. They found here a large native 
clearing beyond three towns they had visited be- 
fore. The country was delightful — high, rolling, 
and the soil very rich. They, in this walk, crossed 
a beautiful little stream flovring over a roct^ bot* 
torn* 
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He then made another tour of about twelve 
miles distance inland, to a town of one hundred 
and fifty inhabitants. He explored the country in 
its vicinity, and found fine com growing at that 
time, April 24th, about eight inches high, and rice 
just coming up. He lodged in the town during the 
night, and the next morning spoke to the chief and 
his people and then set out on his return. On 
reaching the creek near Tomstown, he turned oft' 
to examine a hill lying to the north-west of the 
path; but finding the bush too thick to pass 
through he soon returned to the path and hast- 
ened home, where he found Mr. Heigerd and all 
the rest well. 

/^s there are no roads, only narrow paths wind-^ 
ing through the jungle from village to village, this 
work was all done on foot, and was very fatiguing, 
especially in that climate, with the temperature 
between eighty and ninety degrees above zero. He 
says : 

"I everywhere found high, undulating land, 
with here and there deep gorges or small por- 
tions of wet surface, a fertile soil, and numerous 
small streams of running water. And from all I 
can learn, as well as from what I know of 
Liberia in general, it seems that this country 
combines as great advantages as any other, if 
not greater. I am quite satisfied that, as far as we 



198 THE LIFE OF 

can now see, the hill directly opposite the first 
ledge of rocks in the river above Millsburg pos- 
sesses as many advantages as any site now unoc- 
cupied on this river. At this place we have as 
high and healthful a situation as any now accessi- 
ble. It is, perhaps, more than a hundred feet above 
the water in the river at the nearest point, and the 
stream falls about ten feet between that and Mills- 
burg. It is also comparatively easy of access, be- 
ing near the river, which, at times, can be ascended 
by boats to this point. There is also good ground 
for a road from Millsburg along the rear of the 
site. A small stream runs down near the hill, and 
will run across the land which we would expect to 
get. I think also that by digging a few feet fresh 
water can be obtained at the foot of the hill. 
Stone for building are plenty, and of as good 
quality as I have seen anywhere in Africa. Good 
sand for mortar can be had at the river; but no 
lime can be made here, as there is neither lime- 
stone nor oyster-shells. Timber enough can be 
obtained as easily as in any other good farming 
region, for in such places it is always destroyed by 
clearing for farms. 

" This place is, I think, farther inland than any 
other occupied station in the republic. It is not 
far from a mission on the south, but on the north 
and east there is none. 
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" There are not many natives about the place, but 
the few that are there seem well disposed; and for 
our purpose we do not need a dense population, as 
^we will found a manual-labor school and for the 
present address ourselves mainly to the limited 
number in connection with the mission. It is 
most likely, too, that this portion of the republic 
will be better adapted to our operations than any 
other. This is favorable to agriculture, and yet 
has not a large trade, as the palm-oil is generally 
found in lower land than this." 

Having reached these conclusions, it now became 
necessary to decide upon what course they should 
pursue ; and, on the 26th of April, he writes : 

" I have this day suffered deep despondency of 
mind, so much so that I am almost unfit for what 
is before me. Indeed, I do feel entirely incom- 
petent to the work upon which I have entered. 

" In consequence of the delay at Baltimore we 
have about eight weeks less time than we expect- 
ed to have at the time the arrangements were 
made to embark on the Palmas, and we are there- 
fore now hurried too much. The rains are about 
to set in and we must either decide immediately 
upon a place, or postpone all efforts until after the 
rains. I feel fearful of so hasty a procedure as it 
would be to decide at once, without going to Cape 
Mount and the adjoining country, or at least to 
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the Junk region. It will be a great loss of time 
to delay till after the rains. This is also the plant- 
ing-time, and we might, if now decided as to the 
site, clear and plant a small field, late as it is. 
Moreover, it is likely, if we had examined the 
other countries, this would still appear to be the 
best situation, and then we should very much 
more regret the delay. 

" During this day I have thought and prayed 
over the subject of immediate settlement, and 
have also consulted with Bro. Heigerd, but I can 
not yet feel safe in deciding. This evening as a 
deep dark cloud spread over almost the entire ho- 
rizon, and the low mutturings of distant thunder 
rolled along from cloud to cloud, I walked forth to 
meditate and pray. All pertaining to our work 
seemed like the sky overhead, enveloped in great 
darkness. It appeared to me that I never before 
so painfully felt the responsibility of my work, or 
so much desired the guidance of Providence. O 
God, hast thou called me to this work, then in 
mercy guide me aright." 

The next day, April 27th, he and Mr. Heigerd 
made another tour over the hills on the opposite 
side of the river, where they had already made ex- 
aminations, and, after reviewing the ground, de- 
cided to locate, and fixed upon a place to commence 
clearing. They then engaged some natives to cut 
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away the bush immediately, and returned to their 
lodgings. 

That evening Mr. Officer says, " I was enabled 
when alone in the woods to pray earnestly for 
God's blessing upon our work." The following 
morning he met on the ground the men engaged 
to clear a small patch, and marked oft*, with his 
pocket-comporss and tape-line, twelve rods square. 
He then addressed them on the subject of his com- 
ing among them to do good, and the great need of 
our having God's help to do right, and proposed 
that they would kneel down on the spot where 
they were about to commence cutting and ask 
God's help that they might live in peace, and that 
the work which they were about to commence 
might do great gOod to the people around. The 
head-man, having interpreted to the others, an- 
swered that they all agreed, and accordingly they 
knelt down in the deep jungle and prayed to 
their common Father for guidance and grace to 
accomplish great good in that country. 

May we not believe that the marked success of 
this mission is an evidence that the Divine hand 
was with its founder, and that his ardent prayers 
are still being answered? What shall be said of 
his prayers for this mission, so earnest, so many, 
and so constantly offered for many years. These 
prayers commenced nine years before this, when 
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in the Observer he inquired, "ii the Lutheran 
Church able and willing to establish a mission in 
Africa?" And they were continued until his 
death, especially during the time of his general 
agency for foreign missions and superintendency 
of the African mission. 

The site selected for the mission is about twenty- 
five miles from Monrovia.) This being the capital 
of the republic, and the shipping-place, it is nec- 
essary for the missionaries to come here often on 
business. This was especially so in commencing 
this mission. Here everything brought from the 
United States was put in store until it could be 
taken up the river; all the additional supplies 
were purchased, and the general business for the 
mission transacted. Consequently, during the 
thirteen months that Mr. Officer was at the mis- 
sion he went to Monrovia eighteen times. 

The third day after determining upon the loca- 
tion and commencing work on the grounds, he 
was at Monrovia on business, and while there 
called on President Benson, explained to him the 
nature of the undertaking, and inquired of him 
whether the government would be so kind as to 
make a grant of one hundred or more acres of 
land on the north side of St. Paul's River above 
all present surveys. The president most cordially 
approved of the object, and gave assurance that 
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the land would be granted. Some days after, be- 
ing in town again, h^ called on the president to 
ascertain whether about two hundred acres of 
land, besides the one hundred for the mission, 
could not in some way be reserved for such settlers 
as could be recommended by the persons in charge 
of the mission. He was assured that that much 
should be reserved so that it could not be taken 
by those who had bounty-land certificates and 
would be likely to apply for them and let the land 
lie till it would increase in value. Having prepared 
the way by these interviews, he, acting as agent for 
the General Synod of the Lutheran Church in the 
United States, made a formal application in writ- 
ing for one hundred acres to be donated to the mis- 
sion and a reservation of two hundred acres more 
for a missionary settlement. To this application 
President Benson, acting as chief magistrate of 
the republic of Liberia, responded by giving the 
land requested. The survey was made by the 
government surveyor at the expense of the mis- 
sion. A plat of the grounds was put on file in the 
register's office, and a deed executed in due form. 
This deed Mr. Officer received on the 30th of July.^ 
He had it recorded, and brought it with him to 
America and placed it in the keeping of the sec- 
retary of the Lutheran Board of Foreign Missions, 
Some five months afterward, finding that the 
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mission would need five acres of the reservation, 
lot No. 4, for a road and the use of the water of 
Susan Creek which flowed through it, he proposed 
to purchase it, but President Benson cheerfully 
donated it to the mission and executed a deed for 
it. This deed is also on record and in the care of 
the secretary of foreign missions. The following 
is an extract from his journal: 

" It might be thought by some that two hundred 
acres constitute but a small reserve for future set- 
tlement, but when it is remembered that owing to 
the kind of products here cultivated the farms 
are small, and that each settler draws but five 
acres of land from the government, it will be seen 
that we have made provision for a considerable 
number of settlers. 

"It may also appear strange to some that a dis- 
trict embracing the advantages that this does 
should remain unoccupied. To us who are on the 
ground a sufficient reason is found in the fact that 
many of the mission-sites are chosen with refer- 
ence to the amount of trade in palm-oil, cam- 
wood, ivory, &c., in the locality selected. Each 
missionary is almost necessitated to keep on hand 
American and English goods with which to pur- 
chase food from the natives and to pay native 
laborers; and this opens the way for a more gen- 
eral traffic in native products, which again are 
sold to merchants or traders at the ports. It must 
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be acknowledged that this temptation has in many 
instances deeply injured the mission-work, both 
by leading to less advantageous situations and by 
occupying the time and the attention of the mis- 
sionaries. In the district, however, which we 
have entered the traffic is small, as, on account of 
its ease of access from the coast, the cam-wood 
and ivory have for years been exhausted, and 
being high and rolling land, it is not adapted to 
the production of palm-oil, which is by far the 
most abundant in the low flat regions and is now 
the principal export of the republic. 

" We feel satisfied that a greater number of ad- 
vantages can not be secured in any other unoccu- 
pied place in this country." 

With this opinion others have agreed. Rev. J. 
Kistler, while laboring in the mission, says, " The 
situation of our mission is eligible. All honor is 
due to the worthy superintendent for the judicious 
selection. The location is a healthful one. It is 
somewhat isolated, so that our children are away 
from any bad outside influences. The land is just 
sufficiently undulating to make it desirable for cul- 
tivation. The soil is fertile. * * The mission- 
buildings are located on an elevation about one 
fourth of a mile from the St. Paul's River. Just at 
the foot of the hill is a fall in the river, the music of 
which is continually greeting one's ears. We have 
near the house a never-failing spring of water/^ 
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CHAPTER X. 

CLEARING, PLANTING, AND BUILDING. 

During his stay of thirteen months at Muhlen- 
berg Mr. Officer was often sick with the dreaded 
and fatal African fever. Some attacks were more 
malignant than others. The journal shows that 
even when sick with this disease, he was often at 
work and otherwise exposed. 

May 5. " Just one month after landing, while 
making a tool-box, I became quite sick about noon, 
having fever, and pain in the head and back." 

Sunday^ May 6. " Too unwell to preach, but in 
the afternoon was able to teach a Bible class." 

May 7. " Being necessitated to go over to the 
place at which we have men clearing, and having 
here no canoe, I was obliged to walk down to Mills- 
burg, and, after crossing, to walk up on the other 
side. This wearied me very much. Before leav- 
ing the woods a rain came on, and as I could not 
carry an umbrella I became wet. My feet also be- 
came wet, as all our boots seem to leak immediately 
here. On reaching home I became chilly and was 
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then taken with high fever. which lasted nearly all 
night." 

May 8. "Much prostrated; did nothing. But 
the next day I went to examine the work done by 
the men, and marked off an acre more for clearing. 
Heavy rain in the afternoon." 

Just one month after this he had another severe 
sickness which continued about fourteen days. On 
the 1st of June he was unable to leave the room, 
and says, " Fortunately Bro. Heigerd, who seems 
to endure the climate unusually well, and who is 
always willing to do all he can, went with the 
men." The next day he was quite sick with fever 
and diarrhea, " the latter of which," he says, " I 
have very seldom been afflicted with. I can not 
tell what caused this attack." In the evening he 
was a little more comfortable, but continued ill 
until two days after he had considerable fever at- 
tended with vomiting. Yet having occasion to 
go to Monrovia on business, the next morning, 
after taking a little breakfast, although feeling 
very weak and somewhat sick, he walked to the 
lower landing, one and a half miles, and taking a 
canoe set off for town. He became quite sick at 
tinifes while in the mangrove swamps, along Stock- 
ton Creek. When he reached town he called at 
the post-office, and on President Benson, with 
whom he transacted some business, and came to 
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Mr. James', where he stopped. By this time he 
had high fever, and was suffering from nausea; 
and during the night he did not sleep at all. He 
intended to return home the next morning, but 
about 9 o'clock was taken with violent vomiting 
and high fever. After checking the vomiting, as 
he had no medicine with him he called on Dr. 
Roberts. During the night he obtained some 
relief, and felt pretty comfortable the following 
day. But still he had some fever and general 
distress. He remained in this condition for sev-^ 
eral days. 

Of his treatment during this sickness he writes, 
" Mr. James' family, with whom I am staying, is 
very kind, and provide everything that I need to 
aid my recovery. But the doctor's treatment has 
been very injurious and exceedingly hurtful to me. 
I am fully satisfied that if I had treated myself I 
would have been out of my room sooner. Phy- 
sicians, like other men, are apt to fall into a care- 
less, formal way of doing things, without regard 
to the peculiarities of the case in hand. Every 
case of fever must have so much of this, then 
that, and then that other remedy, whether the pe- 
culiar form of the disease or the peculiarities of 
the constitution admit of it or not, like some 
preachers draw every text through the same mold 
and bring out the same form of discourse. 
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A few days later he writes, " I am now about 
well of the doctor." 

During this time a vessel sailed for New York, 
"without/' he says, "taking a single letter from 
me, as I was too sick to write even a note to 
my dear wife. This was a great trial to me, as 
I had come down here to prepare numerous 
communications and forward them by that ship. 
I tried hard to bear the disappointment with 
patience, trusting and praying that God would 
do all things well." 

At this time, also, the ship M. C. Stephens 
came in with the United States mails. Almost 
every one about him was reading letters just 
received; but there seemed to be none for him. 
It was not till after two days that a small bun- 
dle was brought him, " which," he writes, " con- 
tained a long letter from my dear wife, and 
also one from my dear jBriend and brother, Dr. 
Sprecher. Both were cheering. The bundle con- 
tained a picture of my youngest little girl, and a 
handkerchief from my oldest one. The picture 
is beautiful, and after I had examined it long 
I put it carefully away. The Handkerchief I 
shall use at once. It is dear to me. When 
I read Dr. Sprecher's sympathizing letter I felt 
deeply unworthy of the interest which my nu- 
merous friends in America take in my welfare. 

14 
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May God who can uphold the weak and direct 
the ignorant grant me the aid I so much need." 

June 25, 1860. "Hired a surveyor to run off 
our mission-lands ; agreed to pay him twenty-five 
dollars to run off the four sides of the entire tract 
of three hundred acres. He finds himself and all 
his hands, and goes up and returns at his own ex- 
pense." 

July 8. " Surveyor Moore came and stated that 
he would commence hb work early in the morn- 
mg." 

July 4. " With the surveyor till nearly noon. 
Returned in a heavy rain." 

July 5. "With the surveyor. A sorry surveyor 
—would hardly make a chain-carrier in the United 
States. The chain-carriers were two inexperienced 
Kroomen, and measured right over logs, brush, 
and uneven places, with the ends of the chain low 
to the stake, while the middle was elevated three 
or four feet. I grumbled, then scolded, then threat- 
ened. A little change was made; but the survey 
will be incomplete. The surveyor says it is al- 
ways done so here. Perhaps it is. I notice many 
have deeds, but can not find their lands." 

July 6. " Measured a little better to-day. More 
care in placing pins and marking lines and outs." 

He found this surveying like almost everything 
the natives or even the settlers in that country do 
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— very perplexing and time-consuming. Conse- 
quently, whatever inner lines he needed he made 
himself and marked them by using posts that 
would sprout and grow. In this way also he 
had all the outs on the lines of the entire tract 
marked. 

It being nearly fifty rods from the west line to 
the present improvement, and the entire tract being 
one hundred and sixty rods, we shall take as mis- 
sion premises a front of one hundred rods, and it 
will then extend back one hundred and sixty rods. 
By taking this, for the mission, out of the middle 
of the front it will leave a strip of thirty rods on 
each side as far back as the mission-lands extend. 
These strips can be cut into well-shaped five-acre 
lots for settlers ; and as we shall build pretty well 
back the occupants of lots on the entire reserva- 
tion will be near the school and church. 

" I have given the mission the name of Muhlen- 
burg, in honor of the first Lutheran missionary 
from Germany to the United States. I have 
named the beautiful stream which flows through 
the land Susan Creek, in honor of my faithful 
wife; and the western avenue I called after the 
present chief-executive of the republic, Benson. 
These names are on the registered plat.'^ 

As soon as he had men to work at the clearing 
he spent a day on the river, between Millsburg 
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and the place, seeking the best passage and best 
landing in order to ascertain where to make the 
path to the clearing. It was a hard day's work, 
and he came to his lodging in the evening very 
weary. 

The making of roads about these new mission- 
grounds was laborious and expensive, and some- 
times vexatious. They had already, in order to 
examine particular localities on the land selected 
as a site, cut about five miles of path through the 
dense jungle, and still had to continue cutting for 
running lines and other purposes. They must 
immediately have one broad path up from the 
landing, and would also need a good road from 
Millsburg through the country in the rear of the 
mission-lands. To secure this road he would need 
the co-operation of the community. Consequent- 
ly he attended, October 2, the annual meeting of 
the citizens of the township for the purpose of 
electing road commissioners, arranging business 
pertaining to roads generally, and doing such 
other business as belonged to the interests of the 
township. 

This meeting was held at Millsburg, and con- 
cerning it he says, " I told the two native chiefs, 
Bulla Jura and JoUa Billa, to attend the meeting 
to procure release from some oppressive practices 
that the Millsburg people have persisted in toward 
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them. They claim that their township is eight 
miles square, and the only road they recognize as 
a public highway is a street, so-caUed, running 
through what was once the village of Milkburg 
and suburbs, but more than one half of which is 
now overgrown with bushes, and which is per- 
haps not much more than one half mile long. 
They have been compelling the natives to come in 
from the towns of these chiefs, — a distance of 
three miles in one case and of four in the other, — 
and work this piece of road, and at the same time 
obliging them to keep open the paths from their 
own towns to Millsburg. About two years since 
they prosecuted these chiefs and made them pay a 
fine of thirty-five dollars for neglecting theii 
country paths, as they call them. 

" I urged that they should release the natives from 
one or the other, and as we had now founded a 
new settlement near these natives, and the law 
made the division line for road-working half way 
between any two settlements, they should allow 
the natives to work the country paths, or join with 
us in cutting a road to Millsburg; for although 
according to law they would be required to make 
half the road, we were willing to make it all, if 
only they would release us from working the road 
immediately before their doors. They refused. I 
then proposed that they keep the help of the na- 
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tives on their little piece of road, and instruct the 
road commissioner to locate that part of the road 
that would be in their bounds, and the mission 
would make the entire road. They refused. I 
then spoke of cutting out the road ourselves; and 
one of them, who owns land on the route of the 
road, said that I could not make a road through 
his land without his permission. I asked him il 
he would grant that permission. He would make 
no definite reply. 

"Because I had said in the presence of the 
chiefs that it was not right or lawful to make the 
natives work in town and make the country roads 
too, one of their leaders threatened me with pros- 
ecution for inciting the natives to rebellion. So 
perverse a spirit I never saw. I returned with a 
heavy heart, almost ready to agree with the slave- 
holders of the United States — that the negroes 
will never make a civilized and independent peo- 
ple.'' 

In a letter to his wife he says, "Human nature 
in the heathen state is even more treacherous and 
depraved than in the state you see it around yon 
The worst form in whichj have ever beheld it is 
that exemplified by some of our Liberian neigh- 
bors. Some of the citizens of Millsburg, three 
miles below us, show a degree of perverseness that 
exceeds anything, I think,* I have seen else* 
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where. I have felt it my duty to speak out in re- 
gard to some of their villainous acts toward the 
natives in their vicinity, and therehy have brought 
down on me their most inveterate hatred, and their 
most scandalous abuse. They have threatened me 
with prosecution before the courts, and with bun- 
ishment from the country by an act of legislation; 
but I need not tell you that there is not much of 
the terrific in their threats. I have either treated 
these threats with indifference or made them the 
occasion of exposing some additional meanness 
and rascality toward the natives. 

" The road was, however, finally made. Having 
sometime since applied to President Benson for 
his assistance in opening the road between this and 
Millsburg, and being referred by him to J. M. 
Moore, attorney-general of Liberia, I to-day went 
to Clay Ashland and procured from him a letter 
of instructions to the commissioners of Millsburg, 
advising them at once to proceed in locating the 
road. I brought the letter myself to one of them 
and demanded a conference with them on the sub- 
ject. He agreed to notify the rest of the com- 
missioners to meet me on next Monday at 11 
o'clock. It being already dark when I reached 
Millsburg, I had a tedious and toilsome walk home 
through the forest of three miles^. While I feel 
luuch fatigued, I am rejoiced at the prospect there 
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now is of opening a road. May Q-od dispose these 
people to discontinue their opposition to the move- 
ment, and direct me aright in my eftbrts to pro- 
mote it. 

" According to arrangements made on Saturday 
evening, I repaired to Millsburg and met the com- 
missioners, who now had decided to locate the road 
without further trouble. We proceeded to the 
place at which I had left off cutting some time 
since, and they agreed to let the road go on exactly 
as I had been making it. Our Kroomen therefore 
proceeded to cut out the path and set the stakes. 
"We cut through by 3 o'clock, and the commission- 
ers agreeing to the entire route we separated with 
good feelings. Thanks to the Lord, this trouble, 
I hope, is over. 

"Our native neighbors are very friendly, and 
certainly very fair in their dealings, considering 
that they are heathens. We hope to do them good. 
* * We yet hope that the Liberians at Mills- 
burg, some of whom give us much trouble, may 
treat us and o^r enterprise with more fairness after 
awhile." 

Mr. Officer seemed to think that there were 
some in that Millsburg community who had 
abandoned all hope of any permanent good for 
themselves or their race; consequently they had 
no faith in any effort to rear up a prosperous na- 
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tion of happy colored people, and their only object 
was to take every advantage and live easy while 
they could ; that they had become imbittered, then 
abandoned, and finally malignant. There seemed 
but little hope that some of them would ever do 
much good. 

Although the rains soon set in after they com- 
menced clearing and building, so that by the 29th 
of May he says, "We now have three or four 
showers every day, and the nights are very rainy,** 
yet he pushed forward the work and accomplish- 
ed his object in planting. This planting seems to 
have been done without any regard to the rains, for 
it was continued during the entire season. The first 
was done July 6, just three months after landing 
at Monrovia. He says, " "We set out thirty plantain 
and bananna trees, for which I paid the natives 
who brought them fifty cents. I hope each of them 
will bear twenty-five cents' worth of fruit in less 
than one year. This is only what they usually 
do." 

July 7. " Last night we had the heaviest rain of 
the season ; and it continues this forenoon, so we 
linger indoors." 

Afternoon. * * "We planted a few sweet- 
potatoes." 

July 9. "Planted more sweet-potatoes." 

July 14. " To-day we planted out twenty-two 
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coffee-trees, eighteen plum, two sour-sop, one 
sweet-sop, four orange, five papaw, three guava^ 
and two granadilla vines." 

July 20. " Planted four or five hundred palm- 
nuts in a nursery, intending to make hedge of 
them." 

August 6. "Planted twenty-five coffee-trees." 

August 10. "Planted seventy -five coffee-trees, 
six orange, six plum, and some other shrubs." 

August 15. " Planting sweet-potatoes, cutting 
grass and weeds out of cassada-field, burning 
brush ; dry all day." 

September 5. "Just five months after landing. 
* * * Commenced planting palm-hedge." 

October 5. " Our mission-company now num- 
bers fifty-six persons, besides men employed at 
jobs of work. * * * ^e have sweet-potatoes 
ready for use of our own planting on the missioh- 
grounds, and our crop will, I think, be amply suf- 
ficient for our own use." 

November 3. " Busy. * * * Planting a lot 
with sweet-potatoes." 

November 5. "Planted cassada-patch ; prepared 
ground for sweet-potatoes; hired another man 
who understands sowing, planting, &c." 

November 13. "Hurrying to plant vegetables 
for the dries." He also planted some flowers, say- 
ing, "And why shall we not have flowers too? " 
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Two years after this planting Mr. Heigerd, who 
remained in the mission nearly four years, writes, 
" We are raising all our own vegetables, and also 
a field of rice, and will soon have about four hun- 
dred coffee-trees. These will aid in defraying the 
expenses of the mission. If you come out in the 
spring you will be able to take home with you 
some coffee which grew on our beloved Muhlen- 
berg farm, and some of your own planting. There 
are now perhaps five hundred fruit-trees growing 
on the farm.** 

He took with him from this country material 
sufficient for constructing a small house, — nails, 
glass, doors, sash, paints, and about three thousand 
feet of lumber. This he put in store at Monrovia 
until a location was fixed upon, then had it trans- 
ported to the place and commenced the work of 
building. And notwithstanding the time and 
labor required in exploring, securing a patent for 
the mission-lands, having them surveyed, cutting 
paths, clearing land, and planting, this house of 
two rooms below and two above was built and 
they moved into it on the 30th of July, five days 
less than four months after landing. 

The building material and mission-goods were 
brought up the river from Monrovia in canoes, and 
unloaded mostly at Harrisburg; from there they 
were carried to the mission. This "toting" was 
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done by the hired men* most of whom were Kroo- 
men, until the Congo boys came to the mission, 
and were used in helping about any work which, 
they could be taught and were able to do. After 
the house was so far completed that goods could be 
kept in it, they commenced taking some things 
with them each morning as they went to work at 
the mission, and in the evening again the men 
who brought the missionaries to their lodgings 
and then returned, would carry with them each 
time some articles, so that at the end of one week 
they had most of their effects at the house without 
any loss of time In moving. The goods they re- 
garded as safe in the keeping of their Kroomen. 
The necessity of being at the mission daily, and 
the difficulty of crossing the river in its swollen 
condition in consequence of the rains, hastened 
their moving there before the house was finished. 
The water in the river would sometimes rise two 
and three feet in a few hours, and passing over 
the rocky bottom would whirl violently, making 
it somewhat dangerous to cross. On one occasion 
the Kroomen were sent to take the carpenter over 
in a canoe, and were capsized in a violent eddy ; and 
the canoe was swept against a rock and broken to 
pieces. The men, however, all succeeded in swim- 
ming out. He says, "I regret this occurrence, 
partly because we shall have to pay for the canoe. 
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but mostly because of the eftect it may have on 
the courage and reputation of our men." 

" The first evening that we were in the house 
we immediately put up the stove and kindled a 
fire; then put up each of us a camp-cot, and put 
on proper clothing. We hoisted one large box on 
a small one for a table, seated ourselves on trunks, 
and partook of a well-relished meal, consisting of 
crackers, dried herring, cheese, and tea. We have 
now had our evening worship, and all have laid 
down to rest. I will also seek repose. I greatly 
need it; am very weary." 

A few days after moving he says : 

August 10. "Yery raioy; that is, light rains 
and heavy mist nearly all day. Everything seems 
saturated with water. Our little stove is of great 
service to us in keeping the room and our clothing 
dry." 

While continuing the work on the unfinished 
house, he also commenced the erection of a "country 
house." Three of these houses were put up dur- 
ing his stay at the mission. They were temporary 
structures,, somewhat like sheds, sometimes inclos- 
ed however, with thatched roofs and ground floors. 
They were used for chapel services, school pur- 
poses, and dwelling-places for persons connected 
with the mission. The Africans seldom ever have 
any other kind of houses. 
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He soon commenced the erection of a more per- 
manent building for a chapel, and, after a week's 
sickness, during which he was almost entirely dis- 
abled from any work, and under ordinary circum- 
stances would have remained in bed, he writes : 

November 14. " Ba.ised the frame of the chapel. 
The work is only tolerably well done." 

December 26. " Our chapel being now so far 
completed as to admit of using it, we put up the 
fteH, and find it to be a good article. It is one hun- 
dred pounds weight, and sounds well. It is a gift 
from the Sunday-school of the First English Lu- 
theran Church of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Rev. 
Charles A. Hay pastor." 

The chapel being now in use, he immediately 
commenced another house. He writes : 

January 8, 1861. " As we intend devoting the 
house we now occupy to the use of the children 
and assistants, I have been looking out timber for 
hewing, making out bills of lumber, and laying off 
the foundation for a dwelling-house." 

January 9. "Finished the foundation for our 
new house." 

January 10. "Commenced framing. I lay it 
off myself, as our workmen do not understand it. 
They make so many mistakes that much timber is 
wasted, and the work has a bad appearance when 
done." 
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The heavier timbers for this house, and also for 
the chapel, were taken from the lands in and about 
the mission-grounds. This part of the work was 
done by men who make the dressing of timber 
their business. In reference to preparing this 
material, he has journal entries such as these: 
"Looked out a lot of timber to hew and saw." 
" Our sawyers having been detained the last few 
days at Millsburg by high water, came again this 
morhing." " Cutting timber.'* " Afternoon at- 
tending to the sawyers and cutting roads. Al- 
though I had never taken hold of the handles of 
a pit-saw before, I found that I could right the 
men who professed to be sawyers." "Hewing 
and sawing timber for frame of chapel." " Cut- 
ting timber and carrying it home, a distance of 
nearly one mile, some of it being heavy and the 
roads bad; the men soon became weary. This 
method of transportation — * toting' — is both te- 
dious and toilsome." 

Sometimes the awkwardness of the workmen 
would exhaust his patience, and he would take 
hold of the work himself. But want of strength 
compelled him to desist from the heavy work, and 
he would " continue to show the men how, and 
then patiently wait until they did it." Some- 
times his men would disappoint him, and he would 
do the work. He says, " The man who had prom- 
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ised to put on the remainder of our shed (kitchen) 
roof disappointed us, and I finished it myself." 

Indeed, he worked all the while, and sometimes 
very hard, at these buildings, especially at the 
roofing, setting of frames, hanging doors, .putting 
in sash, painting, and repairing tools. He found 
his African mechanics in matters requiring any 
skill generally unsatisfactory. 

The new dwelling was finished after he left the 
mission. Mr. Heigerd, in a letter to him, says, 
" We are now living in the new house, though it 
is not quite finished up stairs. It seems like 
home to be living in a comfortable white house, 
with ^een window-shutters and brown doors, and 
the yard of which is ornamented with three fine 
cocoa-nut-trees and a beautiful palm-tree, besides 
a multitude of other beauties to feast the eye; and 
to have at hand a valuable orchard from which we 
can gather something daily to feast the appetite. 
A few days ago I took from one of our plantain- 
trees a large bunch containing eighty-five large 
plantains. It was as much as I could carry into 
the store-room." 

How laboriously he worked with his own hands 
at everything that was to be done in opening, in 
the midst of the jungle of an African forest, this 
mission-farm, no one except Mr. Heigerd, his com- 
panion and co-laborer, and the reader of his pri- 
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vate journal, will ever know. He went on through 
all the weeks of the thirteen months attending to 
business, writing many letters, and also articles 
for publication in the papers both of Liberia and 
the United States, preaching nearly every Sunday 
in the towns about the mission or at Monrovia 
until the work of religious instruction was fully 
established in the mission. 

In his frequent trips to Monrovia he was there 
often on Sunday, and generally preached. Of one 
occasion he says: "Preached in the Presbyterian 
church in the aifternoon to a small audience, and 
going to the Methodist Episcopal church at night, 
expecting to hear the pastor preach, found the 
people holding prayer-meeting. They insisted on 
my speaking, and at length I complied and spoke 
a short time to a somewhat small audience, but 
one that increased after I began. Indeed, I think 
the churches here were very thinly attended to- 
day. The Episcopalians and Baptists had no 
services in the morning, nor perhaps at any other 
part of the day. Bain was the alleged excuse for 
this delinquency. 

'' It did rain a little, but not enough to warrant 
such a neglect of the house of God. I think the 
poeple are growing weary in well-doing. In my 
afternoon discourse at the Presbyterian church I 
tried to make them feel bo" 
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At another time he had at Millsburg a some- 
what difterent experience, though not much more 
encouraging. The audience was large and con- 
stantly increasing. He says, "I preached. It 
was a *big meeting,' as it is here called. There 
were many persons present from the settlements 
down the river, and as most of them came merely 
to see and be seen, they arrived late and came in 
after the services had begun and until near its 
close, thus causing much confusion in the congre- 
gation, and annoyance to speaker and hearers. I 
could not secure attention so as to benefit the 
people. "We had communion after preaching; 
and then just after the close of the exercises a 
rain came up that detained us till late in the after- 
noon^ obliging us to wait for dinner and thus con- 
tribute to this faulty practice of loitering about 
the houses nearest the church and taking dinner 
with the residents.'' 

Soon after moving to the mission, when writing 
home he gives the following account of the first 
attempt to stock the farm : 

" I have just returned from White Plains, about 
three miles below this, and on the opposite side of 
the river, where I purchased a cow, and whence I 
brought her during the afternoon. I found it 
quite a task, although the African cattle are very 
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small and one would think easy to handle. We 
were obliged to swim her across three deep 
creeks and the St. Pauls River. I took our mis- 
sion-boat and four native men— one to hold the 
cow at the stem of the boat and three to row. 
We put out the boat, took the line on board, and 
forced the animal into the water. But soon after 
getting under way she drew back so powerfully 
that the men could make but little headway, and 
as the current was very strong we soon drifted be- 
low the landing. The banks were steep and high, 
so that we could not land where we came near 
the shore, and to roW the boat against the stream 
with the animal in tow was impossible. We were 
compelled to haul into the bushes that fringe the 
banks, — and now, at high-water, are in the water 
and near its surface, — and pull boat and all up the 
stream by taking hold of the bushes. It was a 
long, toilsome work ; but the men kept in good 
spirits, and we at last made the landing in safety. 
We reached home tired enough. 

" Thus you see how o\ir time goes. I thought 
it best at once to purchase one or two cowa and 
commence to raise cattle, both because we need 
them ourselves and because the country demands 
an increase of domestic animals. They will help 
to civilize. [He proposed to teach object lessons 
by practical farming.] Perhaps some would think 
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this page not very characteristic of missionary 
correspondence, but sndi is our work. There is 
much of drudgery and toil in what is necessary 
here, and our own hands must be applied to them. 
" I must say good-by. Hope to meet you again 
on earth, and yet again in heaven. O heaven! 
land of rest and purity. How the hope of its joys 
and pleasures sustain us amid toils and trials here. 
God bless and keep you. 

M. Omtokb." 

Though wen satisfied with the work and ad- 
vancing rapidity in founding a mission, it is still 
the old, old experience of " no excellence without 
great labor." The labor in this case taxes the head 
and heart and hand. He writes : 

July 8. "Slept scarcely an haur last night; 
feverish and wakeful on account of the multitude 
of things pressing upon my mind. Arose weary 
and sick. After breakfast felt some better and 
went to church at Millsburg. Rev. Mr. Roberts 
urged me so to preach that I consented. The au- 
dience was good; attention very elose; and there 
was much feeling manifested. Oh that these feel- 
ings were more abiding. 

" Hearing that the ship M. C. Stephins was at 
Monrovia, I hastened home to be ready in the 
morning to prepare papers to send to Amerioft. 
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Thus it seema I have no time for rest, but am hur- 
ried from one thing to another. 

The newness of our position, the peculiarities 
of our plan, the uncertainty of support from the 
church at home, the deceit and fraud and treach- 
ery I find in the people here, fill me with anxiety 
during the hours that should be devoted to need- 
ful sleep. And when these break away then comes 
the inquiry, What will I do if permitted to re- 
turn home ? Can I leave my family to come here 
again ? Can I bring them to this hostile climate ? 
Can I abandon this work? I can not see my way 
to do either, and one I must do; and it is desir- 
able that some decision be made soon, for it will 
affect our operations here. We must lay plans for 
the future; but who will execute them? Bro. 
Heigerd alone can not. O Thou who carest for 
the feeble creatures, thou canst pity, direct, and 
strengthen me." 

Of family worship and the first teaching in 
Muhlenburg he writes: 

"Each morning and evening we call in our five 
Kroomen and read and explain a small portion of 
the Scriptures, then pray to almighty God for pro- 
tection, guidance, and strength. Bro. Heigerd 
commenced July 15th to give instruction to the 
Kroomen whom we have in our employ. They 
are now conning over the alphabet, determined to 
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learn. One of them knew most of them the first 
day. Another knew them the second day . Though 
they could receive but little attention in being 
taught each evening, yet in three weeks two of 
them began to spell some. They appear to be apt 
to learn and are anxious to be able to read and 
write. 

" The twenty-sixth of July being the anniversary 
of the declaration of Liberian independence, no 
one in the settlement worked except ourselves, a 
part of the day. We returned to Harrisburg, 
however, in time to join in the exercises of the 
day. I consented to make a short speech. Per- 
haps parts of it were more truthful than palatable. 
Some looked surprised when I told them that there 
was more ' independence ' in a good potato-patch 
or rice-field than in all the demonstrations of the 
day, or all the declarations we could make in 
themselves considered; because to be independ- 
ent we must produce what will sustain us, eitLer 
by furnishing food and clothing or by exchanges 
for these articles." 

Mr. Heigerd, so far, had endured the climate 
very well; he had only light attacks of the fever; 
but on the 8th of August he was taken quite sick, 
and his symptoms became somewhat malignant. 
Mr. Officer feared that as the more sickly season at 
the close of the rains came on Mr. Heigerd would 
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have a more severe attack ; and these threatening 
symptoms produced great anxiety. He gave him 
medicine, and watched him closely. In a few days 
he began to recover, and was soon at work again. 
He was occasionally sick, and sometimes con- 
fined to his bed for a short time; but during the 
first years of his work in Africa he was generally 
pretty well. In a letter to Mr. Officer, written in 
1863, he says : 

" It appears that everybody is afraid to come to 
Africa lest they should die in acclimating. But this 
need not be feared so much, for you have been 
here and returned to your family, and have been 
here nearly three years and have been exposed 
very much ; yet I do not know that I would have 
had better health in America, if I had been as 
much exposed and had the same cares. Mrs. 
Heigerd has been here much longer than I have, 
and she has good health. I will admit that who- 
ever will come here will be sick, and sometimes 
very sick, but there are remedies. I do not wish 
to boast, but simply to state facts, and thank God 
for his fatherly care over us." 

Mr. Heigerd had scarcely recovered from his 
severe sickness when Mr. Officer was sick again, 
and writes : 

August 15. "Not well to-day, and yet have 
been much annoyed by our laborers and a horde 
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of natives who came here this morning. The 
laborers — more in number than usual — appear to 
be unusually awkward and slow to understand, 
and slower still to execute what we order. Among 
our native visitors were two chiefs who no doubt 
expected that we would provide them a fine meal 
and give them a large "dish" or present; and we 
were not prepared to do the former nor disposed 
to do the" latter, hence they departed without 
either, and were evidently not well pleased." 

August 16. "Still unwell, but have labored 
hard all day at the house, and with ihe men cut- 
ting roads, and with the sawyers." 

August 17. " Did not sleep last night till after 
four o'clock. Arose this morning feverish and 
troubled with a hard cough." 

August!^. "Not well. In the evening went 
to Millsburg, and then to Washington on business. 
Heard that Miss Kilpatrick was sick at White 
Plains. I went over, found her better, and re- 
mained all night, as I was too weary to return. 
In the evening I became quite sick and took large 
doses of medicine, which with the fever totally 
destroyed my rest during the night." 

August 20. "Walked home this forenoon. Am 
very weary. This evening worked a little, but 
felt sick. I retire early. Am sad; am weary. 
God help me." 
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August 21. " Did not rest well. Perspired pro- 
fusely. Changed my night-clothes and bed-clothes. 
Near morning became chilly." 

August 22. "Did not sleep last night till near 
morning. Had fever all night, distress in my 
head, languid, and troubled with cough. How 
I longed during the night for sleep. How I 
thought of home, and desired to be there as soon 
as duty will allow. But Patience must have her 
perfect work." * 

August 28. "Have felt a little better to-day 
and have labored all day. Put up stairs to as- 
cend to our second story; also inclosed the side of 
the unfinished room." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE CONGO CAPTIVES. 

Just when the work had been earned forward 
so far as that they were beginning to organize the 
mission, and commence the regular work of teach- 
ing and gathering a school that was to be composed 
chiefly of heathen children, two slavers, the "Storm. 
King" and "Erie," captured near the Congo River 
by two United States cruisers, the " San Jacinto " 
and "Mohican," were brought to Liberia with 
about fifteen hundred native Africans, chiefly of 
the Congo tribe, and for the most part youths of 
the male sex. These were put under the care of 
Rev. John Seys, United States agent for re-cap- 
tured slaves, to be distributed to such persons as 
might be recommended by a committee appointed 
for that purpose. 

Mr. Officer hearing of this on the 24th of Au- 
gust, immediately came down to Monrovia and 
had an interview with Mr. Seys. He then visited 
the receptacle in which these wretched beings 
were. While he and other visitors were gazing 
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at them their keepers roused them, and, rising to a 
sitting postare, they sung the following, which a 
civilized Congo interpreted and Mr. Officer put 
into measure and accent similar to that in which 
they sung it : 

Thus far we're haply eoma. 
But here we can not stay ; 
Soon must we f o again. 
Nor can we tell which way. 
Tell which way. 
Tell which way. 
Nor can we tell which way. 

Perhaps to a slayer sold. 

Perhaps it is not so ; 
This ask us not to tell. 
Because we do not know 
Do not know* 
Do not know. 
Because we do not know. 

Here food and drink we find. 

And pity too is shown ; 
But now we end our song, 
The ftiture is not known. 
Is not known. 
Is not known. 
The future is not known. 

"I retired from this scene with a sad heart, 
but felt and do now feel aroused to act in behalf 
of these poor degraded creatures." 

It is Saturday evening. He has been laboring 
for so many years to establish a mission in which 
African children could be separated from all hea- 
then associations and educated under civilized and 
Christain influences; and now he is about ready 
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to begin this cherished work, and here are the 
children separated indeed far enough from their 
native homes and all connected with their former 
life. Their utter helplessness and want cry to 
him, Take us. 

He preached twice the following day in Mon- 
rovia, all the while carefully considering what he 
shall do for the Congo captives, and on Monday 
morning he made application for forty. His ap- 
plication was granted. He then purchased such 
supplies as would be needed immediately, and sent 
the mission-boat home well loaded. On Tuesday 
he first selected twenty boys and sent them to 
Millsburg on the packet in care of a civilized 
Congo. He then selected twenty girls and put 
them in care of a proper person to be taken up in 
the morning. The mission-boat having returned, 
he made additional purchases and prepared for 
going home. On retiring that night he writes, 
"I have mingled feelings of hope and fear, of joy 
and sorrow. O my God, aid us in our difficult 
work of instructing and providing for these piti- 
able and degraded creatures. Do thou, our helper, 
be ever near." 

Wednesday morning. "Arose early and started 
the canoe with the girls, and soon followed in the 
mission-boat loaded with articles for present use. 
Found the boys sent up yesterday doing well. Put 
the girls into an empty house at Millsburg." 
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Thursday. "Went to Muhlenberg to finish, for 
the reception of the boys, a country house which 
had been commenced some time previous to this. 
Then returned and rented a house at Millsburg for 
the girls.'* 

The following letter to his own dearly-loved 
children is interesting in this place: 

** Monrovia, Liberia. 

"My Dear Littlb Alice and Lizzie: — I wish 
you could have been with me here a few days ago 
when I took away from this place, to our school 
in Muhlenberg, forty little boys and girls. They 
were all black children, and had been taken, to- 
gether with about fifteen hundred others, out of 
their own country many hundred miles from here. 
They had been taken away from their own parents 
and put into a ship and shut up there, to be taken 
across the great sea to America and sold there as 
slaves. But some other men with war-ships 
caught the slavQ-ships and brought them here, so 
that the captives might be set free and get good 
homes. I went to see these poor children. They 
were nearly naked. Each of them had on only a 
small piece of calico ; and this had been given them 
after they came here, for in the slave-ship they had 
no clothes at all. Some of them were sick, and 
a great many of them were very poor and weak. 
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Some were covered with sores, caused by bein^ 
kept in the bad air of the ship. I pitied them 
very much. * * I went to a store and bought 
forty cloths — called country cloths — about the size 
of the smallest of the African cloths that I brought 
home from the Mendi mission. I then went out 
•to the place where they were and told them, 
through a man who understood their language, 
that I wanted forty of them to go with me and 
I would feed and clothe them and treat them 
well. I then began to pick out such as I wanted. 
A man with me put a cloth on each of them. 
Most of them were highly pleased with their dress, 
and two or three little fellows as I passed along 
turned their backs to receive the cloth; and al- 
though I had not intended to take those, I put 
them over with those I had chosen and took them 
along. After selecting the twenty boys I took 
them to the boat at the river and gave them in 
charge of a man who could talk with them, to take 
them to Millsburg and keep thejn till I would 
come. I then went after the girls, called them 
together, and told the interpreter to tell them that 
I wanted twenty of them to go with me. But he 
made some mistake, or they misunderstood him 
and at once ran off to the bush not far from the 
place. I sent my own hired man after them, and 
he soon persuaded them to come back. I then se- 
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lected twenty, put the cloths on them, and took 
them away to another place to lodge till morning, 
and then go up the river. Next morning early they 
eat their breakfast and came down to the river; 
but when they saw the canoe in which they were 
to be carried many of them wept bitterly. They 
-were afraid that I was taking them on board a 
slave-ship again. But when the interpreter told 
them that we were going to treat them well and 
keep them with us, they went into the canoe and 
started off cheerfully. I followed in our own lit- 
tle mission-boat, and in the evening met all the 
boys and girls at Millsburg. The next morning 
I took five of the larger boys and went out to 
Muhlenberg, about three miles off. There I put a 
shirt on each of them, and also took out of a box 
of clothing that we had enough of shirts for all the 
rest of the boys and a gown for each of the girls. 
"We then came back to Millsburg and put these on 
the children, who were delighted with their new 
clothes. Mr. Heigerd then took all the boys up 
to the mission, and I left the girls with a man and 
woman who could speak with them till I would 
come down here and return. Some of the little 
boys seem very smart, and I hope will learn well. 
But now I must stop writing. Be good children, 
and God will bless you and make you happy. 

TouB Father." 
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It was a hurrying time, truly, taking in charge 
forty utterly destitute children, and no place to put 
them, and hut little clothing made up for them. 
Food could be purchased, but there could not be 
much cooking. The United States government 
makes provision for the support of these children 
for one year, and furnished cloth, but as it was not 
at hand other cloth had to be purchased and made 
into clothes. The Government paid these expenses 
also. 

Only a few days before the arrival of the cap- 
tives, a civilized Congo, who had been in the re- 
public some twenty years, applied at the mission 
for work and was employed by the month, and 
was there as an interpreter when the children 
came. 

In like manner, a very short time previous to 
this. Miss Kilpatrick, the lady in charge of the 
girls' boarding-school at White Plains, had in- 
formed Mr. Officer, in a very incidental way, that 
she was about to resign her charge and return 
home because the Methodist Episcopal Church 
was not just then prepared to give her such work 
as she desired. He, with some hesitancy, after 
reflection and prayer, proposed to give her charge 
of the Congo girls if she would undertake the 
work in connection with Muhlenberg Mission. 
She accepted, and was at once employed. He 
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went immediately to Bishop Bums and explained 
the circumstances under which he had arranged 
with her, and the good bishop received the ex- 
planation in a truly fraternal and Christian spirit. 

Mrs. Arnet, a pious and intelligent colored 
widow, with four children, had made application 
for work in the mission, but as they were not yet 
ready to commence the business of house-keeping 
she was not employed at that time; but now there 
was an opening for her, and she at once came in 
to assist in teaching and taking care of the girls. 

Mr. Officer, by remarkable perseverance which 
seemed to be sustained by divine power, has been 
enabled to overcome every hinderance and open a 
manual-labor school as a home for needy children 
who may be elevated to intellectual and moral 
power for the evangelization of heathen Africa. 
He has been impelled to hasten on the work in the 
rainy season, and then is but barely ready when 
these "needy children" come. 

This enterprise has limited means, and can not 
take on its own funds many children at once, and 
it was expected that the school would open on a 
very small scale ; but these come with the United 
States government pledged for their support for 
one year, and the whole work can immediately be 
made of great importance. These poor ones 
come from a distant connti'y, with a strange lan- 
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gaage ; but one of their own countrymen, who was 
sent on twenty years in advance, has become civil- 
ized and prepared for his work as interpreter, and 
is here in the mission when they come. 

Here is an experienced missionary teacher just 
out of a situation, and, though wishing to con- 
tinue in the work, is about to return home because 
there seems to be no suitable work ready for her. 
And she is standing on the threshold when this 
door of usefulness opens. And here is, also, a 
Christian colored woman competent to take the 
oversight of the domestic interests of these more 
than orphan children, and she has been making 
application for the situation in advance. 

Dear reader,^ if you see a providence in all this 
then you can rejoice in the confirmation of your 
faith, but if not, then you have here only a won- 
derful combination of coincidents for which you 
have no reason to give except simply that things 
exist without any cause whatever for their exist- 
ence. O infidelity ! have you no shame and reason? 

On the day that Mrs. Arnet, whose family con- 
sisted of three daughters and a grandson, moved 
to Millsburg and took charge of the Congo girls, 
lie writes, "Her second daughter being greatly 
afflicted with a sore on her foot, having already 
lost one toe, had to be carried with great care on 
a hammock. Christ cared for the poor. This 
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woman and her children are objects of charity, 
and at the same time may do us much good/' And 
so she did ; for in l^ovember, 1862, after more than 
two years of useful labor in the mission, Mr. Hei- 
gerd reports that " Mrs. Arnet is doing a Christian 
mother's part toward the children, and many of 
them are trying to be Christians." 

Prior to this he had always spent the Sundays in 
some of the churches where he could either preach 
or hear preaching ; but now he has his own charge, 
and says : 

September 9. " This has been to me a day of 
peaceful rest. * * j had all called together 
twice for reli^ous exercises; but as our inter- 
preter was not present I could not speak to the 
Congo boys. To the Kroomen^ I spoke in En- 
glish. I read some in 'Venn's Duty of Man.' 
How pleasant to commune with the devout and 
pious of past times." 

After clothing, feeding, and housing the chil- 
dren, among the next things of importance was 
that of giving them names. This was done in the 
following novel way : They wrote on cards the 
names of twenty men and twenty women in the 
United States, and without much reference to how 
they came they tied the cards containing the names 
of the men on the necks of the boys, and those 
having the names of the women on the girls, and 
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then taught each child its name by pointing it out 
and at the same time speaking its name. Some 
readily remembered; others could not. After this 
was done the missionaries imagined they could see 
some resemblance between the children and the 
persons after whom they were named. The im- 
agination is active, and can do a good deal in so 
long a stretch as from Africa to America. 

The names of the boys, arranged after their 
sizes, were as follows: 

"William A. Passavant, John D. Martin, Heze- 
kiah Geiger, Charles A. Hay, Charles P. Krauth, 
Michael Deihl, Thomas Hill, Walter Gun, John 
Heck, Samuel S. Schmuker, Jacob F. Eeinmund, 
Henry Beck, Alexander J. Imhoff, John W, 
Qoodlin, Jacob B. Baltzley, Edward Kilpatrick, 
Frederick W. Conrad, Benjamin Kurtz, Samuel 
Sprecher, William H. Harrison. 

*^ No doubt some of these boys will disappoint 
our hopes of them, but at present they do seem to 
be a very promising company of heathen chil- 
dren." 

Friday, September 21, Mr. Officer was at Mon- 
rovia. On his return home he reached White 
Plains oii Saturday evening, and being hungry 
and weary, and the boatmen being tired out, they 
remained there all night. The next day he 
preached at Millsburg and assisted Bev. Mr. 
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Roberts in administering the communion. Early 
on Monday morning the Kroomen came down 
and informed him that Mr. Heigerd was sick, 
and that eleven of the Congo boys had run 
away on Friday night. He immediately sent 
-word down the river and back into the country, 
offering a reward to any one who would return 
them. He then hastened home as soon as he 
could and found Mr. Heigerd improving. Late 
in the evening he heard that the boys had been 
seen in the morning on the Carrysburg road, about 
four miles from the river, going in a south-east 
direction. He at once sent two' men down to 
Millsburg, who were to start after them early the 
next morning and make all efforts to bring them 
back. After they were brought back half a day 
was spent in examining them separately, with the 
following result: 

About ten days previous to this time the larger 
boys had been taken to Millsburg to cut some 
grass. While there they learned that Mr. Out- 
land's Congos had gone away and could not 
be found, and it was suggested that they 
all might as well leave and go where they pleased. 
On their way home the matter was discussed, 
and they concluded to go. Accordingly, when 
they reached the mission they refused to give 
over the cutlasses to be locked up as usual; and 



246 THE LIFE OF 

as Mr. Officer was absent and Mr. Heigerd was 
sick, and the evening very rainy, the knives 
were not taken from them, and they laid them 
away for use in their escape. After talking 
the matter over a few days they finally, on Fri- 
day night, told the small boys that they had de- 
termined on leaving and returning to their own 
country. They brought out the cutlasses and 
urged the small boys to join them. They induced 
six to go with them. As soon as they left, 
Michael Deihl ran to the mission-house and told 
Mr. Heigerd what had taken place. They had 
prevented those who would not go from tell- 
ing sooner by threatening to strike them down 
with their cutlasses if they would attempt it. As 
only one Krooman, however, happened to be at 
home, no pursuit was made. 

They went to the cassada-fields north-west of 
Millsburg and remained till Sunday night, when 
they came to the landing, and, taking a canoe, 
with sticks and cutlasses they paddled to the 
south-east side and set out, each loaded with cas- 
sada taken from the fields. A few miles from the 
river they told a man they were going to the Oongo 
country, and would be guided by the sun. At 
Carysburg an attempt was made to arrest them; 
but after a short skirmish, in which two lost their 
shirts and three their country cloths, they went 
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on their way. Twelve miles farther on they came 
to a town of the Queah tribe. Here, placing the 
little boys in front, they hastened through the 
town, the larger boys covering the rear and fight- 
ing off all who attempted to take them. With 
difficulty all they passed through, but were closely 
pursued. The beating of drums by those who 
Tvere in the town called hastily all those from the 
rice-fields. In crossing a creek near the town the 
BIX little boys were taken. Their cries called back 
the. five larger ones, and a battle ensued which 
must have lasted some time. 

William A. Passavant was wounded and taken. 
Hezekiah Qeiger was smitten down with a hand- 
spike, and after lying senseless for some time 
found himself bound. Charles P. Krauth re- 
ceived a terrible blow on the head with a cutlass 
which opened the flesh for three or more inches ; 
and he was captured. Charles A. Hay received a 
severe cut on the left hand, but was not taken. 
John D. Martin, their leader, in starting out said 
he was no slave, nor was his father; that noble 
blood flowed in his viens; and let others do as 
they choose, he would return to his own country. 
He now fought desperately. Being first attacked 
by the head-man of the town, who struck him 
upon the arm, he returned the blow, cut off the 
point of the man's shoulder, and made a gash in 
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the side of his neck. Several arrows were shot 
^t him and Hay, and a number of spears were 
thrown, none of which took effect. A man then 
drew near with a gun and was about to discharge 
it, when Martin sprung forward, seized the gun, 
turned it aside, and made a. stroke with his cutlass 
at the man's head, which he escaped by letting go 
the gun and retreating. Finally, Martin and Hay 
seeing that the others were taken, and that their 
enemies were multiplying about them, fled to a 
swamp and there remained until, in some way* 
they learned that our men had come for them and 
were in the town. They then came out and 
gave themselves up. They had, however, come to 
this side of the swamp, and intended to return to 
the mission as soon as the roads would be clear. 
T|iey certainly exhibited courage and skill in the 
defense. 

The two Kroomen found the captured boys di- 
vided among the men of the town as slaves, and 
brought them home looking tired and very much 
distressed. After the examination, they were told 
what punishment each would receive. They at 
first pleaded for pardon, but afterward submitted 
with calmness to their fate, and humbly confessed 
that it was just and right that they should be pun- 
ished. 

Having spent the forenoon in adjusting this 
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rtmaway matter with the boys, as it was Satur- 
day, he hastened, in the afternoon, down to Mills- 
bnrg to see how the girls, under the care of Mrs. 
Amet, were getting along. He was detained until 
late, attending to business; and as it was very rainy 
he did not return home, but lodged at "White 
Plains, and had a long conversation with Miss 
IKilpatrick about her joining the mission. 

Sunday^ September 30. "Spent forenoon at 
Millsburg with the girls. Afternoon at the mis- 
sion with the boys. Exercises at both places 
pleasant and encouraging. God be praised for 
the mercies of this day, and the pleasure I have 
enjoyed in my wanted employment." 

It is now October 5th, just six months after 
landing. The rains are now constant, that is, 
daily, with intervals between showers, or slight 
rains in which they can still work. The clearing 
of ground, planting, and building are going on. 
The mission is being rapidly organized, and the 
direct work of teaching the heathen " all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you" is commenc- 
ing systematically. He says : 

" We now have the whole forty Congo children 
with us, and all, except one boy and one girl, are in 
good health. The progress they are making in 
learning the alphabet and English words is en- 
couraging, while, with the single exception of the 



250 THE LIFE OF 

running away of the eleven boys, they have not 
thus far given us much trouble. 

" Two reliable men, as we hope, have taken lots 
on the reservation, and are now in the employ of 
the mission. Another has made application for a 
lot. 

" We have in our regular employ, by the month, 
six Kroomen and two Liberians, one a sawyer and 
the other a carpenter. Mrs. Arnet and her four 
children belong to our company, and we expect 
Miss Kilpatrick to join us in two or three days, 
so that we will number here and at Millsburg 
fifty-six in all. Besides these, we have constantly 
several native men, as well as Liberians, employed 
at jobs of work. 

"We have great reason to adore and worship 
\hat God by whom we have been so mercifully 
preserved in this hostile climate, l^or have we 
less reason to render him thanks for the favor 
he has shown us in giving prosperity in our work." 

No wonder such progress surprised those who 
had advised him to attempt nothing until after 
the rains. All this work was done when they 
thought nothing could be done in opening a new 
mission. True, it rained almost every day, and at 
times it would pour down whole days; but he 
watched his opportunities, and never lost one. 

In a letter to a friend he writes, * * " Many 
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of the people here look at us with astonishment^ 
as they had no idea that we could do anything 
until the next dry season. Many of the most ex- 
perienced here, that is, at Monrovia and other 
places, strongly urged us not to do anything now, 
but procure boarding and lodging at Monrovia, 
where we could have medical aid and lay by till 
the dries. This advice, however, did not suit us, 
and thus far we have no reason to regret that we 
did not follow it." ***** 

October 6. " This morning we sent out twenty 
Congo boys to help JoUa Billa, the nearest native 
chief, cut rice. They did so well that he wished 
them all to return on Monday. The reapers are 
paid a certain portion of the grain they cut. The 
rule here is to give one sheaf out of every six. 
Our boys brought home this evening the bundles 
they received for their labor. This chief is not 
like the wicked man of whom Job complains, 
** Take away the sheaf of the hungry" (Job xxiv. 
10), but allows them to "bring their sheaves with 
them," (Psalm cvi. 6). As the natural harvest 
is being gathered, the spiritual harvest appears to 
begin to ripen. Our forty children are doing 
well, and some of the natives around us are de- 
siring to put their children under the care of the 
mission. Besides, if we had the proper person as 
a teacher, and the means to support him, we could 
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establish a day-school in one of the native villages 
about one mile from our station ; and the whole 
country inland from us is open for preaching, and 
is left entirely destitute. * * It seems clear to 
my mind that if some of our young men who are 
well qualified to teach and preach were to enter 
this field and spend their lives, they would not re- 
gret it in this world nor in that to come." 



f* 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

THE WOBE IN THE MISSION. 

On the 9th of October Miss Kilpatrick moved 
from White Plains to the mission. 

October 15. " Came to Monrovia this evening. 
Took tea with Rev. John Seys and lady. A pleas- 
ant evening." 

October 16. " The rain has been so constant to- 
day that I could do but little business. This even- 
ing I called on Bishop Burns, my constant friend 
and fraternal co-laborer in the mission-work, and 
spent the evening both pleasantly and profitably 
at his house. Came away refreshed and strength- 
ened for duty. Certainly Bro. Bums is a fraternal, 
honest, sensible, and deeply pious man. I love 
him." 

October 17. " The rain continued nearly all of 
last night, accompanied with almost constant and 
terribly sharp and violent thunder. I could not 
sleep. Became nervous and feverish ; and the harsh 
clatter of the thunder produced a pain in my head. 
I am now convinced that we have along the sea- 
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board here mueli more violent and severe thunder 
than in any part of the United States I have ever 
been in." 

October 22. "We have instituted daily morning 
services at 6 o'clock. We repeat, and have the 
children repeat after us, the ten commandments 
and the Lord's prayer, sing a portion of a hymn, 
and close with the doxology. Held our service 
this morning for the first time. 

" We«have arranged for the children the follow- 
ing routine : From 6:00 to 6:30 in the morning, 
religious exercises; from 6:30 to 9:00, work; from 
9:00 to 10:00, breakfast; from 10:00 to 1:00, school; 
from 1:00 to 2:00, recreation; from 2:00 to 5:00, 
work; from 5:00 to 6:00, supper; from 6:00 to 
6:30, evening prayers — exercises the same as the 
daily morning services ; from 6:30 to 7:30, or 8:00, 
lessons for some of the laborers." 

This order proved to be so admirably adapted 
to the objects sought in this manual-labor mission 
that for many years it was not, and perhaps has 
never been, materially changed. In May, 1875, 
Rev. D. A. Day reported it just as it was first es- 
tablished. 

October 30. "This evening one of ourKroomen, 
and also one of the Congos, became quite sick. 
We have them both in our sitting-room. We 
bathed them in warm water and administered 
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medicine. The Ejooman, an excellent youth, — 
quiet, industrious, obedient, and cheerful, — can 
speak a little English. He, being much alarmed 
about his state, inquired often to-day if I thought 
he would recover, and this evening he said, "Do 
tell me for true if I will get well." I replied that 
I could not tell; that I had been much sicker than 
he is and recovered, and hoped he would; that 
I would give him the best medicine I knew of, 
and would pray for him, and that he should pray 
that God would do with him what is best, and 
save him in heaven whenever he would take 
him out of this world. He replied that he did 
not know how to pray. I informed him in a 
simple manner how to present his request to God 
in the naine of our Savior, and assured him God 
would hear him. He appeared more quiet, and 
soon fell asleep. God help me to deal with these 
poor heathen." 

November 1. "Having had but little sleep last 
night, I have been feverish to-day; but as the 
country house which we have built for Mrs. Ar- 
net and also that designed for the Congo girls 
are now ready to receive them, I went to Millsburg 
this evening and brought up the twenty girls and 
part of Mrs. Arnet's eftccts, and also some of our 
supplies in store at Millsburg. There was heavy 
rain during nearly the whole walk down, and the 
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grass and bushes in the lower part of our new road 
were very wet. I became thoroughly wet, and, as 
the walking is bad, much worried." 

November 2. " A toilsome day. Arose early and 
sent off the men and boys to Millsburg to bring up 
the remainder of our stores and Mrs. Arnet's goods. 
After early breakfast I followed and did not re- 
turn till after 3 o'clock. On reaching home I 
found that, according to previous arrangement, 
Bro. Heigerd and Miss Kilpatrick had prepared 
dinner for our entire company, and also for a few 
of the natives. The table was set in the large 
country house which we use for morning and 
evening prayers. The company consisted of our 
forty Congo children, four Kroomen, our two saw- 
yers and the wife of one of them, Mrs. Arnet and 
her four children, ourselves, and three native chiefs, 
besides some ten natives who chanced to be pres- 
ent, — in all about seventy persons. After dinner, 
our interpreter being present, I addressed the 
company briefly and dismissed them. 

" Perhaps it may be owing to weariness that to- 
night I feel a peculiar mental depression — an in- 
definable sorrow; perhaps partly owing to a con- 
sciousness that during the exertions and vexations 
of the day I have given way to impatience. God 
help me to bear with meekness the trials incident 
to my situation here." 



BEV. MORRIS OFFICER. 257 

November 3. "Busy in making numerous little 
preparations for the cooking of food, sleeping, and 
instruction of the children, and other duties. This 
evening, having our interpreter present, I talked 
a long time to the children and seemed to get 
them interested in themselves, the rules we have 
made for their observance, and the duties we re- 
quire of them. At night I commenced a letter for 
the Lutheran Observer.'' 

November 13. " I have now been sick one week. 
* * * I neglected, or rather deferred, taking 
medicine until Wednesday, the 7th, when I was 
taken with the most violent chill I had ever 
experienced. It was followed by high fever at- 
tended with great distress in the head. About 
the same time each day until the 12th the chill 
returned in spite of all the efforts I could make 
to check it. All the remedies I used acted 
promptly, but still the chill returned. Thanks to 
a merciful God, the remedies have at last prevail- 
ed and I am about free from fever. I humbly ac- 
knowledge the hand of God in this affliction, and 
confess devoutly that I needed the chastisement. 
Oh, may it prove a blessing to me indeed. May 
I be more meek, careful, and in all things more 
faithful to the cause of true piety. * * * j 
heartily thank God both for the sickness and the 
recovery. The period of illness was an occasion 

17 
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for reflection on the state of my religions life, and 
I kope it was improved. God and the heavenly 
world seemed dearer to me than before, and I 
hope I have made some, progress in tne divine life. 
I feel more fully resigned to the will of God, 
whatever it be, and have, I think, more interest in 
what is good and conducive to the happiness of 
man and the glory of him for whom and through 
whom are all things. Afflictions, trials, and even 
sorrows are good. And deliverance and spiritual 
consolations are also good. All is good that is 
from God." 

November 16. " To-day while our boys were bath- 
ing in the river one of them, S. S. Schmuker, was 
drowned. A Golah man sitting on the bank says 
he saw the boy dive in the water, and waited a long 
time to see him rise; but he did not appear, and 
he went to Tom, the head-man of a native town 
near by, and reported it. The boys coming out 
and returning did not miss him, and I did not 
know of the accident for more that two hours. 
He was a fine^ promising boy, and we deeply 
lament his loss. The body was found, an inquest 
held, and it was buried." 

December 2. "Last night at 10 o'clock little 
Hannah Arnet departed peacefully and without a 
single struggle. She suflered for a long time with 
an ulcer on her foot, and for four days past had 
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been gradually sinking. She was sensible to the 
last, and her confidence of acceptance with God 
through the Redeemer was unshaken. 

"Last night I had little rest, and to-day have 
been very much occupied, as we made all the prep- 
arations for the funeral within our own people. 
Our Kroomen and Congos dug the grave as w© 
directed them, and our carpenter made the coffin. 
A considerable number of persons from Harris- 
burg and two from Millsburg attended the funeral 
at 3 o'clock. I am weary and not free from sad- 
ness to-night. I long to go home, although deeply 
interested in my work here." 

December 21, "Friday. Sick in bed all day; 
continued sick Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, 
most of the time confined to the room. Did some 
writing on Monday." 

December 25. " One of the Congo girls, who has 
been sick ever since we took her, died last night, 
and we buried her remains to-day." 

On January 4th, 1861, he procured at Monrovia 
a marriage license for Mr. Heigerd and Miss Kil- 
patrick, and on the sixth united them in holy wed- 
lock. He says: 

" The marriage ceremony took place in the 
mission-chapel in the presence of the entire com- 
pany constituting the mission. At the close of 
the afternoon exercises with the children and the 
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Bible-class, the plighted pair came in and took 
seats in front provided for them. I then explain- 
ed to the children the design of their coming, an(^ 
proceeded with the ceremony. All passed off 
handsomely, and the company soon dispersed* 
This is wedding number one at Muhlenberg. I 
wish you could have been here to see how well all 
the children behaved. They were quiet, and de- 
meaned themselves as well as other people do on 
such occasions. After Mr. and Mrs. Heigerd had 
left the chapel I told the children that Miss Kilpat- 
rick was now Mrs. Heigerd because she was his 
wife. This staggered their understanding very 
much, since it seemed to them that she was the 
same person still. They all wanted to see her 
again, so I allowed them to pass through the 
room where they were sitting, and they each 
shook hands with the bride and groom. -They 
then asked the interpreter when I was going to 
get my wife, and when he informed them that 
my wife was over in " big America" their minds 
appeared to be satisfied. One of our little fellows, 
Samuel Sprecher, a very serious Iktle boy, looked 
so solemn when he came in to shake hands with 
the married couple that it was really laughable. 

" I am glad the marriage took place here and in 
the presence of our company. I feel well assured 
that they will exemplify in a Christian manner, 
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and worthy of imitation, the relations they have 
assumed, and it will tell for the interests of the 
mission. 

" I offered them a wedding — that is, an enter- 
tainment for a company of their friends, — if they 
wished, but they thought that inasmuch as wed- 
dings are characterized by great extravagance it 
is better not to encourage it. Indeed, in every- 
thing they appear to study usefulness to others 
and not ease and comfort for themselves. I never 
married a couple with more pleasure than in thifl 
case." 

The journal contains frequent references to the 
valuable services of Bro. Heigerd, and here in 
connection with his marriage he says, "Bro^ 
Heigerd has proved all that I expected. He is 
industrious, careful, and earnest in the work. 
There has not the least thing occurred between 
him and myself to cause hard sayings or hard 
thoughts." 

This good opinion of his faithful co-laborer in 
founding the mission he entertained to the last. 
In 1863, while still superintending the work, he re- 
ceived letters from Bro. Heigerd and says of them, 
^' They are encouraging, most pertinent, and sen- 
sible, and withal so full of humble devotion to the 
work that my eyes filled with tears; and my heart 
throbbed with emotions of mingled joy and sor- 
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row as I read this simple and touching epistle. 
Oh, that the Lord would long spare his valuable 
life. Of all the men whom I have ever known as 
missionaries, Bro. Heigerd is the most prudent, 
unselfish, and persistently zealous in the work. 
We may hardly ever expect to procure another 
such spirit." 

At another time he received a brief letter from 
Mr. Heigerd, dated Muhlenberg, June 8, 1868, in 
which he speaks of his health as failing. Of this 
Mr. Officer says, " It is not at all surprising that 
his health begins to fail. * * It would, indeed, 
be cause for deep regret if the mission were just 
now to be deprived of his valuable services, even 
for a brief period. * * There is no reasonable 
doubt that his present prostration is, in a large 
measure, owing to the excessive labors he has had 
to perform." 

Of Mrs. Heigerd he says, at the time of the 
wedding, "She is a most earnest and devoted 
Christian, and enters upon her work here with en- 
thusiasm. She is a woman of more than medi- 
ocrity of talent. She is very industrious and 
persevering in what she undertakes," 

This noble woman died at the residence of her 
brother, Edward Kilpatrick, in New York, on the 
24th of February, 1865, after a long and painful 
sickness contracted during her ten years of labor 
in Africa as a misBionary. 
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January 8, 1861. "Last night Susan Mary Ar- 
net, who has been suftering greatly from dropsy, 
"became much worse; and on going in to see her I 
found her in a sort of a stupor, and not inclined to 
entertain thoughts of religion, while her mother, 
who had been urging the duty of repentance and 
faith for weeks past, was in deep distress on ac- 
count of the state of her daughter. I talked a 
short time, repeating some portions of Scripture, 
and especially dwelling on the parable of the prod- 
igal son, and leaving her for awhile I returned 
again and spoke to her of the same subject. She 
inquired whether the way of salvation was so 
simple and plain as set forth in that parable. I 
then repeated what I had said before, that there 
was no reason why she should not just then accept 
it and be saved. At this she raised up her hand 
exclaiming, ' I never understood it so before ; but 
I rejoice that I see it now. I know Christ will 
save me. I will be saved.' I interposed, 'You 
are now saved as you believe on him.' She gazed 
inquiringly at me for a moment and burst into 
tears. These were not tears of grief, but of joy. 
Then turning to her mother she said, ' Mother, I 
do not fear death. I am ready to go to-night/ 
Thus she continued to rejoice for some time; but 
seeing her little sister sleeping near her, she said 
she feared Ellen was not safe, and she prayed for 
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her sister and little nephew. This morning she 
continues calm, confident, and joyfiil, although, 
her sufferings are terrible. I sometimes wonder 
that God so often causes success to attend his word 
through me, for indeed I am very unworthy and 
unbelieving myself. This parable has so frequently 
caused the drooping and desponding to enter into 
salvation that I always resort to it in such cases. 
God be praised." 

January 8. " This afternoon, at the request of 
Susan Mary Arnet, I, after receiving her profes- 
sion of faith in Christ and her determination to 
continue in his service forever, administered to 
her the communion, and promised, as soon as we 
should organize here, to enroll her name as a 
member of the church." 

January 11. "This afternoon I preached the 
funeral of Mr. Morton, an immigrant from the 
State of Kentucky, who has been in Liberia some 
four years. He was, I think, a man of piety. He 
died in confident reliance on Christ." 

January 12. "A rainy day. I wrote about sev- 
enteen pages of foolscap, of records of the mission. 
I hope to continue the account some further and 
leave it for others to refer to, and also to continue 
as the history of the mission may progress." 

January 13. "Sunday. Walked down to 
Millsburg and preached, but as I was not well and 
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felt very dull my effort was feeble. I walked back 
home immediately, but felt much wearied. In the 
afternoon had short exercises with the children, 
and catechetical class afterward. The class is com- 
posed of our assistants here. The exercises were 
interesting to all, I think.*' 

January 14. "Finished the records up to Jan- 
nary 6, 1861." 

January 15. " Commenced work early, and the 
Bun being intensely hot I became very sick and took 
a chill, and then high fever with severe pain in the 
head. Weather very hot." 

January 16. "Feel a little better this morning. 
Sun very hot." 

January 17. " Had a very bad night. Tried to 
work some to-day; could not. Fever all day and 
evening." 

January 18. " Slept none last night till after 8 
o'clock; sick with fever and nausea. Worked to- 
day, as it was necessary to lay off work for the 
carpenters. Am tired and feverish. Have cat- 
echetical class to-night." 

January 19. "At work on the frame of the 
house. In the evening went to Harrisburg; and 
being much urged to return to-morrow morning 
and preach, I agreed to do so." 

January 21. "At work on the house frame 
and getting timber/' 
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January 22. " Could not sleep much last night. 
Thought much of home and of the work here. 
Anxious to go home soon, but don't see how I can 
get ready." 

January 24. " Two carpenters sick. Could not 
do much at the house, therefore took a boat and 
cadie down the river, calling at several places on 
business. Now lodge at Mr. Blackling's." 

January 25. "Arose at 3 o'clock this morning; 
took a boat and came to Monrovia, arriving a little 
after sunrise. I have been biisy all day making 
purchases and settling accounts; for as I have 
concluded to go home on the Stephens, if possible, 
I see it is necessary to begin in time to set- 
tle up." 

January 26. " On reaching home to-aay I found . 
Bro. Heigerd quite sick, and Susan M. Amet 
sinking rapidly. She can not, I think, endure 
long.' 

January 27. "Bro. Heigerd a little better. 
Susan M. still weaker. I have ceased giving 
her medicine, as I think it useless. I have now 
been absent from my home a little more than one 
year and one week, and am, indeed, anxious to 
return to my dear family. Yet I fear I can hardly 
bring things to such a state as to be able to leave 
on the Stephens. God in mercy, direct me." 
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January 28. " Raised part of the frame of our 
house this afternoon. I worked hard, as our men 
do not know much about such work; and we had 
no help but our own hired men. This evening at 
8 J o'clock Susan M. Amet departed peacefully in 
a happy assurance of future bliss as her portion 
forever. I am weary and sad, and do not feel 
well. I long for rest — for home. The trials and 
toils of my position here are numerous, and often 
weigh me down. But let me not complain. God 
give me grace to be patient and faithful. I need 
it much.'^ 

January 29. "A toilsome day to me. Bro. 
Heigerd being sick and there being much to do I 
was necessitated to keep on my feet constantly. 
The frame of our house being partly erected, was 
in such a condition as not to admit of being left 
without further securing it. The grave for Susan's 
remains had to be dug, the coffin made, and all 
must be superintended. Our carpenter made the 
coffin alone. Our boys could not properly sink 
the grave without my presence and aid. No one 
at home can form anything like a proper estimate 
of the toils through which one in my situation 
here is called on to endure. This night I feel 
weary and sad. Have been long from home ; and 
yet with all the oSort that I can put forth to 
hasten our work it goes so slowly that I fear I 
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shall not be ready to go home on the Stephens 
next month. If not, I will patiently wait for an- 
other opportunity. I will try to be patient/^ 

As Carysburg was an interior settlement, 
founded about 1856 by Rev. John Seys, under the 
supervision of the American Colonization Society, 
concerning which much had been written in the 
papers of the United States, Mr. Officer thought 
it important to visit his place before returning 
home. Starting from Muhlenberg, he crossed 
St. Pauls River and set out on one of the native 
paths for what was called the Carysburg road; 
walked south by east for one hour and passed 
three small native towns, and reached the road. 
One hour and a half on the road brought him to 
a stream crossed by a foot-log. Here Mr. Reuben 
Lewis, who lately immigrated from near the Natu- 
ral Bridge in Virginia, had selected land and erect- 
ed a comfortable hewed log-house, and seemed 
hopeful and well satisfied with the country. 
Walking half an hour more he reached a new set- 
tlement of seven houses. The settlers were from 
Richmond, Virginia. They appeared cheerful, and 
determined to improve their lands. The next 
half hour's walk brought him to Zpdaque, a 
native town of sixty houses. Half an hour 
from this town brought him to a recent settlement 
of three families from Newberry District, South 
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Carolina. On asking one, "How do you like the 
country?^' the prompt reply was, "First-rate." 
He says : 

" Soon after leaving here, one half hour from 
Carysburg, I saw the tracks of oxen and cart, 
showing that these are actually in use on a short 
bit of this road. If a road could be written out, 
what a commodious highway this would be. But 
alas ! it must be chopped out, and chopping and 
digging are work. 

" The hill on which the receptacle at Carysburg 
stands is about two hundred and fifty feet high, 
but the top is only a few rods wide and has only a 
few buildings on it. Most of the town is in the 
valley at the foot of the hill. The number of peo- 
ple in the settlement is about three hundred. 
Most of them enjoy good health, and appear to be 
more industrious and energetic than the generality 
of the citizens of the republic. 

" It is twelve miles from Muhlenberg, esti- 
mating three miles to the hour in walking; but as 
our course 'was south of south-east, and since the 
sea-coast from Monrovia southward runs a little 
south-east, our place is a greater distance from the 
sea than is Carysburg. 

" The highest point of Carysburg hill aftbrds a 
grand view of the country for many miles in every 
direction. The country around is productive, and 
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is well watered and well timbered; and iron ore 
seems to abound. However, the water is no bet- 
ter than in this part of the country generally. The 
soil, I think, is hardly as good, and the timber no 
more plentiful than it is a few miles above Muhl- 
enberg. Therefore, while it is a fine country and 
the situation of the place beautiful, I can not help 
feelinff that a vast amount of useless expense has 
been Incurred in transporting these people and 
their eflfects thus far back from the river, and in 
attempts, thus far ineffectual, to' make a road, 
when just as healthful and as advantageous situa- 
tions in other respects could have been found at 
less than half the distance from the head of navi- 
gation on the river. But so it is. May Carys- 
burg prosper." 

On his way home, after spending the Sabbath 
and participating in various religious services, he 
visited Mount Coffee, a high hill about eight miles 
north of Carysburg. Here a Presbyterian man 
had lately erected a mission-house. This place 
can be seen from the upper part of Muhlenberg. 

Having selected a Liberian, a Krooman, and 
two Golah boys to accompany him, he set out on 
the 5th of February, 1861, to examine the coun- 
try eastward. In this tour he was absent eight 
days. The first night out he encamped in the 
forest, on the right bank of St. Pauls River, and 
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made his journal entry by the light of a bamboo 
torch. 

February 7. " I now began to feel the need of 
taking medicine. I took about ten ^aina of cal- 
omel, and retired into a hut eight by ten. I was 
Tery sick all afternoon and part of the night.'* 

February 8. He reached Gevey, about forty- 
five miles to the east of Muhlenberg, and says, "I 
had fever all day, but this evening it began to in- 
crease rapidly." 

February 9. " Too sick to write or travel." 

February 10. " Have been looking about town 
this morning and trying to get some men to carry 
me to the next town below, but could find none." 

In the afternoon he walked to Moidea, about 
twelve miles, and felt somewhat better than he did 
in the morning. He returned home on the "big 
path," the road from Monrovia to Boporah, and 
over which the trade between the coast and inland 
is carried on the backs of porters. 

]^ this trip he obtained much valuable informa- 
tion concerning the country and the people inland 
from the mission. He wrote a full account of the 
events and discoveries of each day, and returned 
feeling well satisfied with the location of Muhlen- 
berg, and writes, " I have seen no place, all things 
considered, superior to this for our purpose." 

Sunday J February 17. " An eventful day. In 
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the morning at 10 o'clock met the school children. 
At 11 o'clock met some candidates for church mem- 
bership, and after a lecture on the qualification and 
duties of tfiose connecting themselves with the 
church, I organized a congregation, consisting of 
the following persons: Margaret Heigerd, re- 
ceived by letter from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; Francis and Eliza Jacobs, received on 
profession of faith; Lucinda Arnet, received by 
letter from the Presbyterian Church; Phebc 
Eleanor Arnet, received by confirmation. Francift 
Jacobs was then elected to the office of elder at 
the same meeting. Held services in the after- 
noon. Inducted Bro. Jacobs into office. Preached 
a short discourse on preparation for worthily par- 
taking of the communion. Administered the sac- 
rament. At the close of the service I conferred 
license to preach and administered the sacraments 
on Bro. Henry Heigerd, who, before leaving Ohio, 
had been examined by the East Ohio Synod, and 
admitted to licensure ; but the committee did not 
meet before we embarked. I also appointed him 
pastor of the church organized here to-day. Praise 
the Lord for his goodness to me and this infant mis- 
sion. May his care ever be over this little church. 
May it soon increase in numbers, and may its mem- 
bers all grow in grace and at last enter into glory. 
A.men." 
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On Tuesday following he bade the misBion-chil- 
dren and others good-by, and, after attending to 
business at various places on the way, reached 
Monrovia at midnight. 

February 20. "Sick; a chill; high fever; no 
appetite; in bed at Mr. James'." 

February 21. "Still sick; a restless night; 
much prostrated from medicine and fever, and yet 
the fever continues." 

February 22. "Attempted some business, but 
soon became too sick to continue on my feet; 
came to Bishop Burns'; a chill; high fever; dis- 
tress in the head." 

February 23. "Felt better this morning, but 
am very weak." 

February 24. "Much prostrated this morning; 
could hardly walk to breakfast table; slight fever; 
have used much quinine during the last few days." 

February 27. "Still have a little fever; also 
some slight chills. Why this .attack so clings to 
me I can not tell. I take quinine regularly." 

The last four months of his stay at Muhlenberg 
he was in very bad health, and often compelled to 
cease from labor. He continued to have African 
fever after his return to Springfield, Ohio. 

After leaving the mission he was eight days at 
Monrovia closing accounts and arranging matters 
pert^rining to the mission. He wrote out, also 
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lengthy and detailed instructions for Mr. Heigerd, 
that he might understand fully the status of things 
and that there might he no misunderstandings. 

March 1. "On board the M. C. Stephens. The 
state-rooms are all occupied, and three of us are 
obliged to sleep in the steerage. I rejoice to set 
out for home^ and now pray God, if it be his will, 
to preserve me to meet again my beloved wife and 
little ones." 

April 4. "We are now within sight of Balti- 
more. Thank God that I again am in my native 
land. Although I have suffered considerably from 
a severe cold contracted about the time of embark- 
ing, and from an attack of fever in the latter part 
of the voyage, yet I am now pretty well. We 
had «o stonn, a short voyage, pleasant company, 
good accommodations, and an obliging captain 
and officers and crew. I have been able to read 
considerably, as we have a good library on board." 

m 

"Baltimore, Md., April 8, i86i. 
" My Bear Susan : — I wrote you from the mouth 
of the Chesapeake Bay last Thursday. I now 
write to say that I intend to leave for Springfield 
next Thursday, and will perhaps reach home on 
Saturday. I have been detained here making 
purchases for the mission and for Bro. Heigerd, 
but will be through to-morrow evening. As the 
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time draws nigh for me to start home I hecome 
impatient, and time drags heavily. * * Oh, how 
much reason we have to thank and praise our 
heavenly Father for his manifold and long-con- 
tinued mercies. I am exceedingly anxious to 
know how you all are at home. May God keep 
us in safety and allow us soon to meet. Your af- 
fectionate husband. ' M. Ofpioer." 



276 THE LIFB OF 



CHAPTER Xm. 

AGENCY FOB FOREIGN MISSIONS AND 8OTEBINTENDSNCF 

OF THE AFRICAN MISSION. 

Mr. Officer continued his superintendence of the 
African mission from the time of his leaving the 
mission until the meeting of the General Synod 
in May, 1862. In the meantime he had, in con- 
nection with this, the pastorship of the English 
Lutheran Church at Springfield, Ohio. 

At this synod the Rev. Dr. Harrison presented 
the report of the committee on the African mis- 
sion. The report is somewhat lengthy, containing 
a brief history of the founding of the mission, and 
concludes as follows : 

" The whole cost to the present date has been 
$4,044.99. This includes everything from the 
sailing of our missionaries to the present time, 
and embraces the entire expenses of outfit, build- 
ing material, tools, books, fare, freight, land sur- 
veying, making road, hire of workmen, support 
of forty children, and salaries of missionaries from 
the time of embarking, February 23, 1860, to the 
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present time, May 1, 1862. Amount yet on hand, 
April 1, 1862, $3,023.96. Your committee express 
with much pleasure their conviction that the in- 
' terests of the mission have been conducted by our 
missionaries with intelligence, industry, economy, 
and success. It is our desire that this good work, 
so well begun, shall ever receive the fostering care 
of the church. We offer the following recom- 
mendations : 

"1. That our worthy brother, M. OflBlcer, be 
continued the suprintendent of the mission. 

" 2. We recommend to the continued favor of 
the church Bro. Heigerd and his wife, both of 
whom have shown themselves interested, compe- 
tent, and efficient in their labors at the mission; 
and that their salary be $500. 

" 8. We recommend the appointment of Bro. 
B. F. Steiner, a student of Wittenberg College, as 
a missionary to our African mission. 

"4. "We also recommend that the committee 
have power between this and the next meeting of 
the General Synod to send one other suitable 
brother to strengthen the mission, if such a 
brother can be secured. Sespectfully submitted. 

" W, H. Harrison. " S, Sprbchbr. 

« J. a. Morris, " S- W. Harkby." 
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The foregoing report was adopted and the fol- 
lowing action taken : 

^^Besolvedy 1. That the General Synod has heard , 
with extreme gratification the highly encouraging* 
report of the committee on the African mission, - 
and recognizes, in this unparalled success, an un- 
mistakable indication of the sanction of divine 
Providence upon the undertaking. 

" 2. That we earnestly invite the attention of 
our people to this mission in the present peculiar 
juncture of our national affairs, as we believe that 
our heavenly Father is hereby indicating, in part, 
the proper solution of the great question of the 
age, namely, the providing of a suitable home for 
a disenthralled race. 

" 3. That the committee on the African mission 
now, at their own request, be discharged, and that 
the interests of said mission be transferred to the 
Executive Committee of our Foreign Missionary 
Spciety. 

" 4. That the money cai hand belonging to the 
African mission, and all moneys hereafter de«g- 
nated for tha4; object, be appropriated to said mis- 
flion/' 

Mr. Officer had, however, previous to this, offer- 
ed his resignation. Consequently, after this action 
of the synod he at once sought an interview with 
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the Committee of Foreign Missions. But they 
Tvould not consent to his retiring from the African 
mission. They urged, further, that as they were 
about to commence a new mission in China they 
wished him to become their general agent for for- 
eign missions, and they most earnestly entreated 
him to accept the appointment. At the same 
time, the Executive Committee for home missions 
appointed him a traveling missionary for the 
south-west, to explore the field, visit their sta- 
tions, and form new ones. When informed of this 
appointment, he says, "This, I must confess, I- 
would much like, as it would afford me the oppor- 
tunity of preaching to the really needy. But I 
can do nothing till I meet the foreign missionary 
committee at Ifew York." 

At that meeting he writes, "We spent much 
time discussing the interests of th^ African mis- 
sion, and the committee manifested a determina- 
tion to carry forward the work vigorously. They 
also resolved to continue me as superintendent, 
and appointed me as general agent of foreign 
missions. They warmly urge me to accept the 
appointment, but my way does not seem clear. I 
have been thinking much, recently, of my en- 
gaging in the home mission-work. I have asked 
one month to decide." 

He thought, prayed, aad counseled with his 
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brethren. Some advised one way and some an- 
other. But on the 18th of June he says, "I have 
now decided to accept the appointment of the 
Committee of Foreign Missions, and will at once 
enter on my work. I have written to Brother 
Senderling, corresponding secretary, accepting the 
agency." He received the following reply: 

'Johnstown, July 15, 1862. 

"Rev. M. Officer — Dear Brother: — Our com- 
mittee met at Athens the 8th and 9th instant. 
Tour letter announcing your acceptance of the 
financial agency of our missions was received, and 
the following action taken : 

" Besolvedy 1. That Rev. M. Officer continue the 
management of the African mission as hitherto, 
reporting all correspondence, asking the committee 
foe instructions, laying before them all bills for 
necessary purchases, with such other suggestions 
from time to time as may be demanded by the 
wants of the mission. 

" 2. As financial agent he will visit all synods 
and conferences within his reach, whether belong- 
ing to the General Synod or not, with a view of 
awakening a deeper interest among our ministry, 
and of inducing them to adopt a systematic plan 
of aiding our synods by monthly and Sunday- 
school collections. 
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'^3. He shall visit all the churches he can, tak- 
ing up collections, and inducing them to adopt 
some method of sustaining our missions contin- 
uously. He shall furnish all our church papers 
with short articles on the subject of missions, de- 
tailing his own particular operations, and such 
general missionary intelligence as shall come 
within his reach. 

" 4. All funds which may come into his hands 
he will transmit to the treasurer, Martin Buchler, 
Esq., specifying the particular object to which 
they are to be appropriated. * * * 

J. Z. SBNDBRLiNa, Cor. Sec." 

At a meeting of the committee, held in New 
York, a series of resolutions were adopted ar- 
ranging the funds of the missions, undertaking 
the China*' mission with Rev. Mr, Newman as 
missionary, and appointing Mr. Steiner to Muh- 
lenberg. 

The whole work being systematically and satis- 
factorily arranged between him and the committee, 
he immediately entered upon what he very sig- 
nificantly calls "the holy cause." He continued 
in this relation two years, repeating his old expe- 
rience in traveling, collecting agencies, visiting 
churches, synods, and individuals, and seeking out 
those who would express a willingness to go to 
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the foreign field. He seemed to be everywhere, 
preachings writing letters, soliciting subscriptions, 
purchasing and shipping supplies to Africa, and 
assisting those who were going to the missions. 

This agency, being at a time when the war was 
at its most doubtful and exciting stage, was beset 
with peculiar embarrassments. At Springfield, 
August 31, he says, "I am now detained here by 
the order of the government relative to drafting, 
and can not go to New York to purchase supplies 
for aur mission and send out on a vessel which is to 
sail in a day or two. It seems hard that our mis- 
sion should suffer without rendering any good to 
the country. The whole regulation requiring min- 
isters of the gospel to perform military duty is 
infidel in its character, and ought to be changed. 

" I am beginning to feel that I must give up this 
agency. I have had so many hinderances in the 
state of the country that I feel much discouraged, 
as I can not secure sufficient funds to justify my 
continuance and acceptance of salary. 

" May my merciful heavenly Father direct me 
in this perplexity. I do desire to do the will of 
God. Oh that I may surely know what that 
will is." 

At another time he writes, " The great number 
of disappointments, delays, and hinderances in my 
agency have almost turned me away from the 
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work. For two months past I am constantly baf- 
fled about j&nding churches in which to do some- 
thing for our missions. It has taken most of the 
time during the week to find places to operate in 
on Sunday. I have written letters constantly, but 
all in vain. My God, what does it mean ? Am I 
not engaged as thou wouldst have me? If not, I 
only pray that I may know thy holy will. I 
desire to do thy will, O God. Anew, then, this 
day, with a sad heart for my great failures and de- 
fects, I consecrate to thee, O God, my unworthy 
life. Oh, wilt thou receive me, and use roe as thou 
seest best. If I am not now in the way of duty, 
then make this plain and also teach me what I 
ought to do." 

In consequence of the difficulties in the way of 
his entering upon the work, he seems to have pro- 
posed to the committee to withdraw, for on the 
10th of September he writes, "Having been in- 
formed by the committee that they will not sus- 
pend the agency on account of the war, but re- 
quire me to go on with the work, I have, in 
order to prosecute my agency, sold my house and 
most of my goods, and to-day start East, intend- 
ing to locate somewhere in eastern Pennsylvania." 

Lancaster J Penn., October 13. "Took up our 
abode here in a house on Duke Street, near Vine, 
where we expect to make our home for a few 
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months at least. I am not without misgivingB 
about my agency, as the country contmues in such 
a dreadful state of commotion and warfare, but I 
will now do the best I can." 

Bro. B. F. Steiner, who had been appointed 
missionary to Africa, was afterward induced to 
enter the army. Bro. Steiner died of a wound 
received in battle at Gettysburg. Of this he says, 
" I can not censure him, yet I feel deeply disap- 
pointed and troubled. I know of no one suitable 
for the work." 

He exerted himself to j&nd a missionary. He 
corresponded and conversed with persons who 
would sometimes give him hopes, and then again 
disappoint these hopes. On the 7th of March, 
1863, he writes, "I have resolved to pray daily 
to God that he will incline the mind of some 
proper person to enter the mission- work at our 
Muhlenberg station. thou God of missions, 
raise up help for our needy mission." 

In consequence of the discouragements pro- 
duced by the war a direct effort was not made 
in behalf of the China mission until about the 
first of the year 1864, when a general effort was 
made in Pittsburgh, Lancaster, Philadelphia, and 
New York. Some money was collected and some 
subscription taken, Mr. Officer co-operating with 
Mr. Newman, who was desired by the committee 
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to perform the preliminary work of raising the 
money for starting this mission by visiting our 
synods and churches. 

The committee reported to the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society at York in May, 1864, that they 
did not feel willing to assume the responsibility 
of incurring the great expenses of establishing 
this mission without further instructions from the 
society, and the following action was taken : 

Hesolvedy That the society approves the action 
of its Executive Committee in delaying to send a 
missionary to China in view of the unsettled state 
of our own country and the financial embarrass- 
ments that encompass us ; and that the committee 
be instructed to prosecute the work of collecting 
funds for this object, with the view of founding 
the mission as soon as possible. 

Mr. Adam Altemus, of Indiana County, Penn- 
sylvania, left, by will, $1,000 to the African mis- 
sion; but the will being defective, the heirs could, 
under the laws of Pennsylvania, have claimed the 
money. By visiting the family Mr. Officer found 
that the heirs were well-disposed.in the matter, and 
he had them sign a quitclaim. In doing this he met 
so many little mishaps that he had quite a num- 
ber of trips to make in disagreeable weather and 
verv bad rq^ds, attended by loss of time and other 
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inconveniences. The heirs lived at different places, 
at considerable distance from each other. They 
had to be visited and their consent obtained ; and 
then the matter had to be brought before the 
proper officials. Altogether, it proved to be a 
very tedious business ; but it was another demon- 
stration of his persistence that no hinderances 
could conquer. The red-tape, the mistakes, the 
misunderstandings, the distance to be traveled 
over by private conveyance, the bad weather and 
roads, all seemed to combine against him; but 
he obtained the money, and did it to the satis- 
faction and honor of all parties. And when the 
result was reported to the Foreign Missionary 
Society, the following was unanimously adopted: 

Sesolved, That the thanks of this society are 
due to the heirs of the late Adam Altemus for 
their liberality in releasing their several claims to 
the legacy of Mr. Altemus to the African mission. 

May 18, 1863. " Came this morning to Balti- 
more ; met Bro. Kistler and completed his arrange- 
ments for sailing." 

May 19. " Arose very early. Wrote letters to 
mission children and others. At 9 o'clock I bade 
Bro. Kistler farewell and took the cars for home. 
Am somewhat sad — only a little reaction after the 
excitement of the last few days perhaps, but per- 
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haps, also, caused by my anxiety about Bro. Eist- 
ler. May the God of missions preserve his health 
and prosper his undertaking. I feel at times the 
responsibility of my position. Oh that I were 
more in the spirit of my work. I now here re- 
cord my devout gratitude to almighty God for the 
favor he has shown our infant mission in Liberia. 
He has heard our prayers and afforded us help.'* 

Eev. Mr. Eastler reached Monrovia the 8th of 
August. 

July 6, 1863. "Having been appointed on the 
relief committee by the association of the Patriot 
Daughters of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to convey 
hospital stores to the battle-field of Gettysburg, 
we reached Abbottstown about 10 o'clock this 
evening." 

July 7. " This morning walked eight miles and 
reached here at 9 o'clock. Found the town al- 
most destitute of food for man or beast. The 
court-house, churches, and many other buildings 
are full of wounded soldiers. All is confusion and 
disorder. 

" We deposited our supplies at the head-quarters 
of the Christian commission and began to send 
out wagon-loads to the various hospitals. I was 
appointed, with Mr. Long, to go to the third divis- 
ion of the second corps. This place is about four 
miles from town. Here the scenes baffled all de- 
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scription. They were so appalling and distressing' 
as to almost paralyze one's powers at the first en- 
trance into them. Whole acres of ground were 
closely covered over with wounded, dying, and 
dead men, many of whom yet lay weltering in their 
blood on the spot at which they had first been laid 
from the stretchers and ambulances when they 
were borne off the field of conflict. In this mannei 
more than eight hundred men were lying on the 
ground, most of them without any shelter ; some 
without a single article of clothing. Very manj 
had not had anything to eat since the battle. 
There were on the ground a few men from Phil- 
adelphia and Baltimore, of the Christian com- 
mission. They had a large tent, and a meager 
supply of bread, butter, etc. 

"We went to work and soon exhausted our 
stores. I saw much to touch the hardest heart. 
Captain A. H. Nickelson, eighth Ohio regiment, 
shot through the body, a calm, Christian patriot, 
talked of Christ and heaven, and then inquired if 
the victory was truly ours. On being assured it 
was he said, * More than I expected.' 

" While I now sit on the ground by our tent in 
which all the rest of the Christian commission 
are asleep, the shrieks and groans of the wound- 
ed, with the wild cries of the delirious, resound 
through the grove. We have lying within thirty 
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rods of our tent about fifty of the slain, many of 
tliem putrid; and there is no one to bury them, 
even none now to carry the living from among the 
dead. My heart sickens at the deplorable state. 
May the Lord soon stay this terrible war. During 
this horrible night six of those under my care died. 
The next morning a detachment arrived to bury 
them. In the forenoon I dressed more than 
twenty wounds of men lying in the sun in the 
open field. A corps of rebel surgeons came to 
aid in amputations and dressing wounds. We 
supplied them with bandages, lint, stimulants, and 
food. At the edge of this "field hospital" the 
surgeons are busy at their bloody work, and heaps 
of amputated legs and arms lay near their tent, 
while the poor bleeding victims of the missiles of 
war are being borne to and from the place of ampu- 
tation with suppressed but pitiful groans. Many 
lay in the stupor of death, while others rent the 
air with bitter cries, wrung from them by their 
agonizing pain ; and not a few asked a little Chris- 
tain counsel and our intercessions with heaven in 
their behalf before their departure to the judg- 
ment-seat. I found a larger number trusting in 
Jesus and patiently awaiting their exit from earth 
than I had expected ; and for this I thank God. 

" On account of the horrors of the scene, I could 
have wished not to be here. But as the suffering 

19 
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is here I rejoice in the privilege of administering a 
little comfort to the brave men who have thrown 
themselves between our advancing vindictive and 
merciless foe and our peaceful northern towns 
and cities, and not only defeated their de- 
signs but turned them hastily backward on 
their retreat to the South. Nay, I was even glad 
to administer to our enemies who were prostrated, 
helpless, and in want. But I have seen enough of 
war. Curiosity could not induce me to go to a 
battle-field." 

Mr. OflBicer continued in the hospitals about 
Gettysburg and Hagerstown two weeks, and be- 
coming sick he retired, saying, " It is dreadful to 
contemplate the destruction of property and the 
demoralization of feeling which the war has caus- 
ed. The majority of the people appear to be in- 
different to the terrible sufferings of the wounded 
in the hospitals and totally neglectful of their cry- 
ing wants. * * I never saw in western Africa 
among the heathen such hardness of heart and 
such inhumanity as I have seen in the army during 
the last two weeks." 

The National Cemetery at Gettysburg was dedi- 
cated on the 19th of November, 1863. "Being 
only a few miles from the place this morning I 
wont into town and heard the concluding part of 
Hon. Edward Everett's noble oration, and also 
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heard all of the earnest, pertinent dedicatory re- 
marks of the president of the United States, 
Abraham Lincoln. God bless our honest, noble- 
minded president. History will give him a prom- 
inent place among the rulers of great nations. 
The crowd was immense and the order truly com- 
mendable." 

July 17, 1863. "To-day I have reflected much 
on the past of my life and upon my future course. 
I feel deeply humbled at the little that I have 
done; deeply regret that many years of the earlier 
part of my life were wasted in frivolity and 
sin. Oh, if I could now again have those years of 
health and bouyancy, how much I could do for 
Jesus, my adorable Redeemer. Or if I had dili- 
gently employed them in acquiring useful knowl- 
edge, how much more useful would I now be than 
I am. In casting my mind forward to the future 
I feel disheartened. My health is no longer re- 
liable, it seems, and the better part of my working 
days is past; not much at most is left; can do 
but little as I am now employed, and feel but little 
qualification for anything else. One thing I can 
do — earnestly consecrate to God the short remnant 
of life that I may yet have, and in weakness I may 
yet glorify his great name. Oh, that I may anew 
and more fully yield myself to his control. Oh, 
that X might be so sanctified in thought and life 
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as not to commit those errors which so greatly im- 
pair my usefulness and destroy my peace/* 

He constantly longed for such personal improve- 
ment as would increase his usefulness. He sought 
it. Hence we find him, in the incessant activity 
of his traveling agencies, constantly reading stand- 
ard authors. For the encouragement of those who 
thirst for knowledge, while they seem to be unfa- 
vorably situated, let it be here noted that during 
the two years of this agency for foreign missions 
he was always well posted in reference to the 
general news, and also read carefully Bledso's 
Theodocy, Bushnell's Christian Nature and Ser- 
mon's for the Inner Life, and Morell's History of 
Intellectual Philosophy. 

July 21, 1863. " To-day I am forty years old. 
I rejoice in the great mercy of God by which I 
have been spared for so many years. But I lament 
the folly and carelessness and sins by which so 
much of this period has been worse than wasted. 
May God still be merciful, and may he grant me 
the grace I need to do his will." 

One year later he writes, "At home. To-day I 
am forty-one years old. How rapidly time flies ! 
How short this mortal life ! How I should hasten 
to accomplish my work! And yet how idle and 
how indifferent I often am. May God help me 
more earnestly to labor while life yet endures. It 
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has been pleasant to spend t 
pleasant to me, and to my de 
and little ones, who have q] 
varioas little kindneeaes." 

Of hiB incessant traveling ab 
the days and nights, in all kii 
in every condition of roads, hi 
and labor, he never records a f 
but of the sacrifice which he ma 
from his family he does comi 
that indicates the deepest feel 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

EYIDBNCE OF PBOSPEBITY AT MUHLENBEBG. 

At the meeting of the General Synod in 1864 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
in their biennial report of the general work, say : 

" The Rev. M. Officer was continued in the office 
of superintendent of the African mission in con- 
nection with the general financial agency for all 
our foreign missions. He has superintended all 
the concerns of the mission, — forming plans, giv- 
ing counsel, procuring and directing the labor- 
ers, — ^but subjecting the whole to the inspection 
and judgment of your committee. 

"The Rev. J. Kistler has been sent out as mis- 
sionary to Africa. We have sanctioned the return 
of Mrs. Heigerd to this country. Mr. Heigerd's 
health is poor, and he too may be obliged to re- 
turn. 

"At a meeting of the committee, on the 24th of 
last February, the probable necessity of enlarging 
the African mission was considered, and Bro. Of- 
ficer was instructed to see if another missionary 
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could be obtained, and to prepare plans and esti- 
mates for the necessary buildings. This work 
calls for re-enforcements. Our country calls again 
and again because of the dreadful waste of our 
brave men in the army, while millions approve 
and sanction the calls. Oh, let us think that the 
banner of Emmanuel's government — the cross of 
Jesus — is far above all the banners of earth. This 
cause is the highest and noblest. It is to save 
men's lives, not to destroy; to save men of every 
land and every clime. Qod in his providence is ar- 
ranging and developing plans by which Ethopia 
will soon stretch forth her hands unto him. 

" We are happy to inform you that Bro. Officer 
has recently recommended the appointment of 
'Rev. J. M. Rice as missionary to Africa, and that 
he and his wife be sent out the first opportunity. 
This has been duly considered and acted upon, 
and they will probably sail during this month. 

" This mission has been prospered, so that, all 
things considered, it may be pronounced a success. 
The number of its members has increased, Some 
boys have" been lately added. Considerable prog- 
ress has been made in learning, in singing, and in 
tilling the soil. Of the production of the soil your 
committee have had tangible proof in a present to 
each, from Mr. Heigerd through Bro. Officer, of 
nearly a pound of Liberia coffee, raised on our 
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mission-farm. We have tasted of the first-finiits^ 
But best of all, the little church there has enjoyed 
the spiritual first-fruits, the abundant harvest of 
which you may witness in heaven." 

June 13, 1864. "This evening Bro. Rice and 
wife and Mrs.^Kistler arrived here. All will em- 
bark for Africa. Thank God that all things ap- 
pear so favorable for their getting off very soon. 
I also this evening received a short letter from 
Bro. Kistler, at the misson, stating that all things 
there were in an encouraging state, except that 
Bro. Heigerd's health is not improved. What a 
comfort that God still smiles on our infant mis- 
sion." 

New Yorky June 14. "Have spent most of the 
day in shopping with Bro. Rice, and in preparing 
and arranging various things for their embarka- 
tion. To-night held a farewell missionary meet- 
ing in Dr. Geisenhainer's church. We had a 
pleasant time. After the opening services, I made 
some statements concerning the condition and 
prospects of Muhlenberg mission. There was a 
brief German address by Dr. Geisenhainer, fol- 
lowed by two English addresses by Rev. S. Bar- 
nitz and Rev. V. L. Conrad. I then asked the 
audience present for a contribution and received 
in all the sum of $201.40. All seemed well pleased 
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with the mission and the meeting. Bro. Bice, at 
my request, very briefly addresed the people, sim- 
ply asking them to remember him and those with 
him in prayer, and bade them an afiectionate fare- 
well." 

June 15. " Closed up Bro. Rice's instructions, 
finished a letter to Bro. Kistler, with their respect- 
ive accounts, wrote some letters of introduc- 
tion for Bro. Rice, went with him about the city 
to procure some articles yet needed, and in the 
evening called, with Bro. Rice and wife and Mrs. 
Kistler, on Mrs. Heigerd, where we had prayers 
together, and then went to the ship. I delivered 
the papers to Bro. Rice, bade them all farewell, 
and returned to George P. Ockershausen's about 
11 o'clock, weary and yet not inclined to sleep. 
May God bless our band of missionaries and give 
them a pleasant and brief voyage. 

** Just as I was about to retire Bro. G. P. Ocker- 
shausen came into my room and handed me, as a 
gift for my own personal use, a roll of greenbacks, 
which, after he left the room, I found to contain 
fifty dollars. I hesitated to receive this large gift, 
as I had already received so many favors from this 
dear and excellent brother; but he said it was for 
me and insisted that I should take it. God bless 
this benevolent and pious brother in the Lord." 
June 16. "Arose at 4 o'clock and started to 
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the depot for the 6 o'clock train ; but feeling de- 
sirous to know how our missionaries had spent the 
night, and also to see them once more, I left my 
luggage at the hotel and walked down to the ship 
at East River, and after spending a little time there 
and finding all comfortable, I returned in time for 
the 7 o'clock train. I came on to Philadelphia 
and attended to some business with the treasurer, 
and then came home. Found all well. God be 
praised." 

The missionaries reached Monrovia July 25th. 

The next biennial report of this committee was 
made at the meeting of the General Synod in May, 
1866. Here in a long report, among other things, 
they say, " Permit us now to turn your attention 
to another interesting and successful mission of 
our church. We say, as a learned and worthy 
brother of the faith once said respecting our India 
mission, * Somebody must be praying for this 
mission;' for during its brief history other and 
contiguous missions have arisen and disappeared. 
The uniform testimony of all our missionaries in 
Africa has been strong in its favor. Bro. Kistler 
is full of praises in its behalf — so much so that he 
fears the charge of egotism. 

" But there are lights and shades in every mis- 
sion. * * "We have met with another dark and 
mysterious providence in the early failure of the 



BBV. MORRIS OFFIOBB. 299 

health of Bro. Rice and his companion. His will 
was good, his love for his work true, but his frail 
constitution very soon gave way under that with- 
ering climate which is so fatal to the white man. 
He was just seven months and one week in the 
mission-service. * * * * 

"We would inform the brethren that the Af- 
rican available fund is now overdrawn by nearly 
J500, which must be taken out of the J1,000 in- 
vested. 

" Brethren, a native force is now in this mission 
in due course of preparation, which, through 
God's blessing, will be a mighty power for good 
in that dark land. We depend upon you to say 
whether the legitimate results now anticipated 
and ardently desired shall be realized or not. 

" We can not refrain from expressing our regret 
that the founder of this mission and the general 
financial agent of our society felt himself con- 
strained to tender his resignation to the Executive 
Committee, December 4, 1864, retiring entirely 
from the foreign department of our mission- work. 
At the meeting of the above date, held in Albany, 
New York, "the committee expressed their just 
satisfaction with the services of Bro. Officer in 
connection with the financial agency." They also 
expressed "their most cordial regret because of 
the necessity requiring his presence in another 
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field of labor, invoking the favor of God upon 
him and his efforts in future for the honor of 
Jesus' name/' 

When he first proposed to withdraw fix>m the 
foreign mission-work there was a feeling of alami 
with reference to the welfare of Muhlenberg. The 
following extract from a letter from Baltimore will 
indicate this feeling: 

" My Dear Officer : — If you withdraw from the 
African mission we might just as well give it up ; 
for who but you can sustain it, and who under- 
stands it as well as you or takes sufficient interest 
in it to become its agent? It is true you might 
have a co-laborer, who would relieve you of the 
most onerous duties; but if you retire altogether 
I will date its speedy decline and downfall from 
that date. I say not this to flatter you or attach 
more importance to any human agency than is 
proper, but you are the father and founder of it. 
If it had not been for your untiring energy it 
never would have breathed an hour after it was 
born. K you give it up hundreds will suspect 
something wrong, just as nobody else takes up a 
child cheerfully when its own father has abandoned 
it. You must not give it up totally." * * * 

But he says he did not undertake to make a mis- 
sion, he only attempted to plant one. Things that 
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are made have their fall size at once, while those 
planted are expected to have a life of their own 
and to grow. When it became a settled matter 
that he could not labor personally in the foreign 
jield he wished only to feel that he had done a 
Tvork for the church, and that he had now no 
other relation to it than every member of the 
church sustains to the cause of missions. The 
work had been commenced in the name of and by 
the authority of the Lutheran Church, and it was 
now for that church, and not for him or any other 
one person, to say whether it should live or die. 
It would be the very life of the mission to have 
the whole church feel that he had thrown it oflT, 
and that the church communion to whom it be- 
longs must take it up. Thus far it has most 
grandly proved itself to be a planted mission, and 
promises to be an evergreen which will attain full 
maturity only in the complete redemption of Af- 
rica. 

At the close of the day on which Mr. Officer 
moved Mrs. Arnet to MiUsburg and put her in 
charge of the Congo girls at that place, he came 
to Muhlenberg and wrote : " "Weary enough. Mr. 
Heigerd has gone to White Plains. All our Con- 
gos and Kroomen have gone to rest, and our place 
is as quiet as the grave. ITothing is heard but the 
glight scratching of my pen. What wiU be the 
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state of this place twenty or fifty years hence ? 'W^ill 
it again be overgrown with bush, and be half de- 
serted, as so many of the settlements in all parts 
of Liberia are ? God forbid." 

To this prayer the faith of the venerable Dr. B. 
Kurtz responded, Amen. He believed it would be 
answered, for in an editorial in the Observer he 
says, " It is a work which links itself with the 
future destiny of Africa, and its wisdom and 
benevolence will unfold in eternity. * * * * A 
thousand years are as a day with the Lord, and as 
this mission is connected with the kingdom of 
Jesus it has in its very germ the elements of per- 
manency and immortality." 

The results surpassed even the faith of Dr. 
Kurtz, for he says, " These two brethren may not 
in their life-time see any of those little ones whom 
they gather into their school now. Christians or 
missionaries; but future ages may be gladdened 
by the influence of their labors." And yet Mr. 
Heigerd, as pastor of the mission-church, while 
Mr. Officer was still superintendent of the mission, 
did receive into the communion of the church 
thirteen of these children, who gave hopeful signs 
of their conversion. 

The piety of these and the constant development 
of the Christian life among the heathen children 
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in the mission are constantly spoken of most en- 
couragingly. Mr. Kistler says : 

"Our young members have been living veiy 
consistently, and some are zealous and faithful 
Tvorkers in the vineyard •of the Lord, reproving 
sin in others and admonishing them to turn from 
their evil ways and give their hearts to the Lord. 
These are some of the most intelligent children, 
and I feel them already quite a help. Our Wednes- 
day evening prayer-meeting is attended by all the 
children, and their prayers are becoming more in- 
telligent; and they listen with increased atten- 
tion to the word of God. The Sabbath-school 
is in a flourishing condition." 

Miss Hannah Moore of the Mendi mission vis- 
ited Muhlenberg in January, 1863, and writes to 
Mr. Oflicer, " The wilderness has truly budded and 
blossomed as the rose. A large field of cassada in 
the richest green is waving before my eyes. I have 
just stopped to eat a delicious guava and pine-ap- 
ple. I walked out to the garden and saw the corn 
and beans and tomatoes on which we feast in your 
winter. The children improve so much that Mr. 
Harrison and others say there is no other school 
in Liberia that has made so much progress. But 
the best of all is the increasing interest on the 
subject of religion. It would do your heart good 
to listen to the simple eloquence and pathos with 
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which they pray God for a new heart. Then they 
implore God's blessing upon the dear missionaries 
whom God has sent to be parents and teachers to 
them, not forgetting their far-off benefactors in 
*big America/ as they call it. God's Spirit can 
bless a humble Congo child as well as those in 
high life." 

" They become very affectionate to their benefac- 
tors. Mrs. Heigerd, while sick, says, " Their kind- 
ness to us in our affliction makes them very dear 
to us, so that if we should have to leave them to 
recruit our health it would, indeed, be leaving our 
home." 

" The leaven is not confined to the mission. Some 
native chiefs sent Mr. Heigerd word to come and 
visit them; they wanted teachers. One wished 
his son taken into the school. And afterward, 
when some of the larger boys and girls were about 
to settle on the reserved land, and it became known 
that there would be an opening for new children, 
one of the native chiefs came immediately with 
four of his sons and another with one son." 

The material development in this manual-labor 
school has always been an encouraging feature. 
Already in May, 1862, Mr. Heigerd says, "The 
children do much toward their own support. In- 
deed, they come nearer supporting themselves than 
do the children of any manual labor or orphan 
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Bchool in our own country, and are contributing to 
tlie permanent improvement of the mission-prop- 
erty." 

The Right Rev. Bishop Payne of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in visiting various mission-sta- 
tions in Liberia, says, "Next morning I passed 
over the rapids of St. Pauls River to Muhlenberg, 
the new station of the Lutherans. But new as 
it is I found Rev. Mr. Heigerd, with the aid of 
some forty Congos, boys and girls, placed under 
his care, had cleared about twenty acres of land 
and put most of it under cultivation. The chil- 
dren work five hours and go to school three, an 
arrangement which I think worthy of imitation. 
Mr. Heigerd has been on the mission-premises 
only about two years, and certainly has aecomplished 
far more than I ever knew to be done at an African 
station within this time. The Congos have been 
under instruction little more than one year, and 
most of them can speak and be spoken to in En- 
glish. Many can read and write a letter." 

Hon. B. V. R. James visited the mission in 
June, 1862, and wrote Mr. Officer, "I was at your 
mission four days ago. All well and doing; 
everything in the most prosperous and flourishing 
condition. It is the greenest spot in this part of 
Africa.'* 

Hon. Mr. Hanson, commissioner and consul- 

20 
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general of the United States to Liberia^ in an ad- 
dress delivered before the American Colonization 
Society on the 16th of January, 1864^ speaks thus : 

" The Muhlenberg or Lutheran mission on 
St. Pauls River is, in my humble opinion, moving 
in a manner and in a direction which promises 
more general, gratifying, important, and perma- 
nent results than can be readily conceived or set 
forth."" 

This mission, which Dr. Morris humorously de- 
nominated "Officer^ African Progeny," is now 
warmly cherished as a promising child of the Lu- 
theran CJburch. The secretary of foreign missions 
saySy "The bark Liberia sailed from iPTew York 
January 13, 1873, with more cheer and comfort 
for our struggling brethren in Africa than any ves- 
sel that has previously left our shores. Hitherto 
only a few have aided the missionaries' wives in 
the efforts to clothe the children, ranging at pres- 
ent from sixty to one hundred. * * I^Sbrts have 
been made to arouse the church to take hold of 
this noble work. Here is the response. It speaks 
for itself." He gives the contents of six boxes of 
clothing coming from as many different congrega- 
tions, and states that others are preparing to fol- 
low the well-begun work. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

HOME MISSIOir-WOBK IN THE LUTHERAN CHUBCH PRIOR 
TO 1864 — HIS AGENCY UNDER THE OLD SOCIETT* 

During many years of the early history of the 
LiutheraxL Church in this country there was no 
attempt made at any union of efibrt in promoting 
liome missions. The custom was to send out mis^ 
sionaries on preaching tours of a few weeks or 
months' duration, and to pay the expenses out of 
the synodical treasury. In this way churches 
were gathered and organized in many localities; 
but many others, utterly destitute and very prom- 
ising, were never visited or brought to the notice 
of any of the synods. 

In the organization of the General Synod in 
1820 its constitution made provision for an execu- 
tive agency to manage missionary operations ; but 
the old fear of ecclesiastical tyranny continued to 
prevail, and the district synods did not readily ac- 
cept the proftered services of a society of men 
belonging to other synods. Hence the committee 
appointed " to form a plan of a missionary insti- 
tution'' not being all present at the next meeting, 
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their report ^i^as not heard, and it was referred to 
the same committee to make report at a subse* 
quent meeting, but the minutes do not show that 
any report was ever made. It is evident, however, 
from the fact that provision was made in the con- 
stitution, that the founders of the General Synod 
saw great advantages in some uniform plan for 
conducting mission-work, and though defeated in 
the first attempt, they continued their efforts. 
Hence we find that in 1835 the General Synod 
recommended the holding of a missionary conven- 
tion at Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. This re- 
sulted in the formation of the " Central Missionary 
Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
the United States." But the minutes of the Gen- 
eral Synod thereafter have only one slight refer- 
ence to this society. The synods did not co-oper- 
ate with it, and it quietly passed away to take its 
place among the things of the past. There seem- 
ed, however, to have been an increasing desire for 
centralization, and the Home Missionary Society 
of the General Synod was successfully founded in 
1845. During all the previous years there was 
home missionary work, and many churches were 
founded and fostered. This was done by synods, 
by individual congregations, and by numerous 
small societies ; but candor compels the admission 
that compared with the immense work that should 
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have been done in those years in wh 
church interests of this country were i 
formative state, the results were lamentabl 
The whole field for church enterprise was 
ficiently explored or known to give a com 
sive view of the mission- work. The advat 
points were too often neglected. The great 
in which the commercial, intellectual, an 
ious forces of the growing country were 
trating seemed not to be sought after, 
because their importance was not realized 
divided state of the missionary operatioi 
any one agency unable to support missions 
cities, and, consequently, the places then o; 
in which congregations could have been ee 
ed that would have vastly increased the y 
and efficiency of the whole church had to 
unoccupied. 

This weakness still continued after the oi 
tion of the home missionary society of tl 
eral Synod ; for during the first five years o 
out of the thirteen synods supported the 
In the eighth year of the society the 
Synod embraced twenty district synods, a 
ijevea in any one and the same year had < 
ated. In the tenth year there were eleven 
connected with the society, and the entir 
bership of the General Synod was 124^9 
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only 42,149 were in connection with the synods 
co-operating. 

The report of the committee at the meeting in 
May, 1864, shows that the general interest in the 
opera/tions of the society was declining. They re- 
port siscteen missionaries receiving aid. Their 
treasurer's report shows that during the two years 
then past they had disbursed $1,842.S2; that they 
had received $2,480.62; and that there remained 
in the treasury, including past accumulations, f 3,- 
8&0.82. 

They further report that "the applications for 
aid have been few compared with the usual num- 
ber in previous years. The reason for this decrease 
your committee are not able to determine; but 
they do say that they have not waited passively 
ibr applications as in former times, but have sought 
for needy ministers who did not of themselves 
make known their wants. In several eases most 
worthy men have thus been relieved. * * The 
work of home missions having been largely en- 
gaged in by district synods in their synodical 
capacity, much of the ground heretofore cultivated 
by this society has passed into their hands, and 
the funds collected for the purpose have been dis- 
bursed by them. This may account, in part, for 
the comparatively small number of applications 
and. the large amount of money in our hands. 



REV. MORBIS OFSIOEB. 811 

The plan may be an advantage, as greater energy 
and care may be expended. But it decreases the 
aecessoty for your society, which, from present ap- 
appearances, will soon be absorbed by district syn- 
odical effort." 

.This state of affairs seems not to have been sat- 
iafaetory, and the following resolution was passed : 

^'Besolvedy That this society instruct its Exec- 
utive Committee to appoint a superintendent of 
home missions." 

Odier resolations were adopted defining the 
duties of this officer. 

Mr. Officer hesitated to take the foreign-mission 
agency because he desired to labor in the West, 
and to be more with his family. And it seems, 
from a letter he received about this time from the 
chairman of the Home Mission Committee, that 
he had asked for an appointment as a missionary 
pastor. But he could not be spared for a local 
work. His eminent qualifications for managing 
church enterprises singled him oat as the man to 
conduct the home missionary operations ef the 
ehurch, and he was solicited and urged to take 
the superintendency. 

At length, on the 17th of October, 1864, while 
attending the meeting of the Maryland Synod in 
Baltimore, after considerable informal conversa- 
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tion with the members of the committee of home 
missions concerning the mission- work in the West 
and the duties of the superintendent, he records, 
"I think I shall accept the position. May Gk>d 
direct me." 

The following day he writes, "Met the com- 
mittee this forenoon, and after a free interchange 
of views I accepted the position of superintendent, 
with a salary of eight hundred dollars and travel- 
ing expenses to be paid." 

Mr. Officer never would accept any more salary 
than he thought the cause in which he labored 
would be justified in giving. In the agency for the 
African mission he accepted only five hundred dol- 
lars, and when he was about to leave for Africa it 
was increased to six hundred. In the agency for 
foreign missions it was ten hundred, and afterward 
increased to twelve to meet the increased expense 
of living during the war. He was always oftered 
more salary, and often felt that his family needed 
it; but his work consisted largely in urging the 
people to give and make sacrifices for the cause, 
and he did not think it consistent in him to take 
out of the amount thus solicited a fat salary, more, 
perhaps, than he could have commanded in some 
other department of church-work. His salary 
was finally raised in the home mission-work to 
fifteen hundred, and the Board wished him to 
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take two or tliree hundred more, but he would 
not. 

The next day after this arrangement with the 
committee he came to a college convention at 
Harrisburg, where many of the brethren were as- 
sembled; and here he writes, "After one more 
careful review of the whole subject I to-day write 
my resignation of the foreign-mission agency. I 
inform the committee that I will cease the work 
the last of this month.'* 

He commenced the work for home missions the 
1st of November, 1864, but continued to attend to 
some unfinished business for the foreign missions 
until December 7th, when he met the committee 
in Albany, New York, and made his final report. 
Of this meeting he says, " In the afternoon we 
held a long session taken up with the African mis- 
sion business. It was a very cordial meeting ; did 
not finish the business. In the evening we had a 
missionary meeting in Dr. Pohlman's church. I 
delivered a short address. 

" In the morning we met again. Finished the 
African mission business aud handed over all the 
books and papers to Rev. J. Z. Senderling, corre- 
sponding secretary. The meeting was very cordial 
and the brethren were very fraternal. My inter- 
course with them has been very pleasant. I came 
dowu to New Tork and purchased the supplies 
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for the African mission, as I had agreed to see 
that the orders now on hand were properly filled. 
The weatiier is very stormy and intensely cold." 

Thinking that his work for home missions would 
be chiefly in the West, he thought it best for him 
to reside west of the mountains; and on the 31st 
of October he rented a house in Canton, and im- 
mediately started for Lacanster. He traveled all 
night, and says, " I was very sad in view of our 
removal, as I have become much attached to Lan- 
caster. The next morning at once commenced 
preparations for moving. Made arrangements for 
selling off part of our goods. To-day received 
letters from Bros. Rice and Kistler in Africa. 
Wrote to-night till midnight. Am very weary. 
Morning; again packing, and continued till 12 
o'clock at night. Still packing to-day again. Oh, 
what a task! Had a public sale of part of our 
^oods. My first experience of this kind, and 
would rather not repeat it.'* 

Much as he had desired to become more settled 
and be with his family, this new field of labor 
seemed more than ever to require constant travel- 
ing. Indeed this dreaded work only now begins 
in earnest, and he has seven years more of life ^^ on 
the wing.** 

The records of his movements during these 
iBeven years are intensely interesting, and give to 




I 

I 
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the reading of his private journal a peculiar fas- 
cination, and show a life of activity and labor that 
is most wonderful. But it is impossible to give 
these interesting details in one small volume, and 
yet leaving them out is a great injustice to the 
story of his life. But so it is : a mere skeleton is 
all that can be given. 

After taking his family to Canton, he immedi- 
ately set out upon his 0klling. 

November 12, 1864. "Came to Alliance, at 
which point there are a few Lutheran families, 
and we have thought of commencing a mission 
here." 

November 13. " Sunday. Not being able to. get 
an appointment made for this morning I attended 
services at the Methodist church, and this evening 
preached to a small audience in the Presbyterian 
church." 

November 14. " "Walked nearly four miles in the 
country to visit the Powel family, and met with a 
very kind reception. Returning in the afternoon, 
I conferred with Bro. Stelling, who had come 
down from Canton to'consult in regard to the pro- 
posed mission." 

November 16. "Returned from Alliance last 
night. Our household goods came to-day." 
November 16, 17* "Buey fixiAg up." 
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November IS. "Came to Alliance; found some 
more Lutheran people." 

November 19. " Came to Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia. 

Sunday morning. " Preached at North Wheel- 
ing Mission, under the care of the Pittsburgh Synod, 
which is served by Bro. Barnitz." 

Sunday afternoon. "Lectured to the Sunday- 
schools at the place of Hie contemplated South 
Wheeling missior., under the care of Bro. Horine. 
In the evening preached in a Presbyterian church/' 

Monday. "Wrote the Executive Committee 
recommending the South Wheeling Station, and 
the appointment of Rev. Mr. Horine. Visited 
during the day and lectured on West Africa in the 
evening." 

Tuesday. "Lectured to the pupils of the sem- 
inary, and at 11 o'clock set out for Alliance. I 
reached there after dark ; had a conference with 
the brethren and came home. Find here a large 
number of letters to answer. 'No so fixed here 
yet as to teel comfortable." 

He attended thanksgiving services on Thursday, 
wrote twelve letters, and returned to Alliance on 
Friday evening and preached. 

Saturday. "Visited the trustees of the Baptist 
church to procure the use of their house, as it is 
unoccupied. They would not act unless the ro- 
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qiiest came from the members. I went on foot to 
the country, first on one side and then on the 
other side of the town ; obtained the written con- 
sent of all the male members and arranged for 
each second Sunday." 

Monday. "Preached twice yesterday and to- 
day visited. Eind forty persons that will unite 
with us." 

Tuesday. " Came home. Wrote final report of 
foreign missions." 

Wednesday. "Came to Alliance and lectured 
on Africa." 

Thursday. "Visited, and wrote to the commit- 
tee of our prospects here. This afternoon went to 
Mt. Union and heard Ex-secretary Chase's ad- 
dress at the dedication of the college edifice. In 
the evening met a brother at Alliance whom I had 
invited there with a view of becoming pastor." 

Friday. "Visited and introduced him to the 
families. In the evening came home. Am sad at 
the thought of leaving home to-morrow to be ab- 
sent two weeks. God help me, for I feel weak and 
depressed. I find my work diflicult and laborious." 

December 3. " Came to Alliance and talked with 
the brother visiting here, and with others, then 
came on to Pittsburgh this evening." 

Sunday morning. "Made statements in Rev. 
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Mr. Hiir& chuFch on home miflsiona, and preached 
for him in the evening." 

On Monday he visited some members^ and ob- 
tained three hundred dollars in subscription. Tlie 
next day he went to Philadelphia and attended to 
some business with Mr. Buehler, after which he 
proceeded to New York. Here, after attending to 
his afiairs, he made a short visit to Ockershausen's. 
On the following day he went to Albany and found 
that the Committee of Foreign Missions would 
not meet till 1 o'clock p. m. Here, as already 
noticed, he concluded his agency for foreign mis- 
sions. 

New York J Sunday ^ December 11. " Preached 
at St. James', and obtained two hundred dollars in 
subscriptions for the home missions." 

Monday. "Came to Philadelphia and settled 
with Mr. Buehler, and from this place proceed to 
Lancaster." 

Tuesday. "Came to Baltimore. Made an ef- 
fort to obtain five hundred dollars from the 
churches for the Federal Hill mission. Wrot« 
to the brother visiting at Alliance that the people 
there would not give him a call. This shows the 
perplexing character of this work. Sometimes no 
pastor can be had for a mission, and then again 
after much time is spent in procuring one the peo- 
ple will not accept him." 
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Wednesday. "Lectured this evening for Dr. 
Stork." 

Thursday. " Spent .the day with Rev. Mr. Bish- 
op, corresponding secretary of the Home Mission- 
ary Society, examining the list of missionaries on 
the funds, where they are located, and what en- 
couragement is given by their reports. Much of 
the money, I fear, is not well appropriated. Eev. 
Mr. Bishop and myself prepared business for the 
meeting of the committee to-night." 

He found that a debt of one hundred dollars 
against the Federal Hill mission had to be pro- 
vided for, as well as the five hundred dollars of 
salaiy promised. 

The business meeting in the evening directed 
that he should visit the brethren of those synods 
that do not co-operate with the society, and en- 
deavor to have them do so on the basis of its con- 
stitutional provisions; that he should visit the 
missions of the West and report the condition and 
prospects and efficiency of the missionaries. 

Friday. "Spent the day in soliciting for the 
Federal Hill mission, and raised about five hun- 
dred dollars. In the evening I made an effort to 
secure a pastor for Alliance, Ohio." 

Saturday. " I started out to-day to finish the 
subscription for Federal Hill Mission. I found it 
to be slow work ; siuns small, a good deal of talk, 
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much crookedness, worlds of complaint, * pover- 
ty' in mansions, and * limited means' displayed 
in gorgeous apparel and sumptuous living. I 
have been on my feet all day and till 10 o'clock 
to-night. May God give me patience to be faith- 
ful in this work, and may he abundantly prospei 
it." 

December 20. " Spent the day at Lebanon, Penn 
sylvania, endeavoring to secure a pastor for Al- 
liance." 

December 21. He was delayed on the train bj 
the disabling of the engine and the heavy fall of 
snow; reached Aitoona after night, where he rested 
on a bench until morning, and writes, " This after- 
noon and to-night, while the gay and frivolous 
passengers were indulging in extravagant mirth, I 
was enabled to abstract my mind and enjoyed 
much in silent prayer to God upon my work 
which now presses heavily upon my soul. One 
great diflSlculty is the want of men suitable for the 
mission-work. May the Lord raise up for us more 
men having the true mission spirit." 

December 22. " Went out this morning to Dun- 
cansville and had a full conference with Rev. Mr. 
Berlin concerning his engaging in the mission- 
work. Am quite sick to-day, owing to loss of rest 
and cold. Returning to Aitoona for the. mail-train 
to Pittsburgh. I have here written to Revs. Bell, 
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Williams, and Caller, and now await the 9:40 P. M. 
train.'* 

December 23. Came to Pittsburgh in the night 
train. Spent the forenoon in soliciting subscrip- 
tion to home missions. Obtained $250. Came 
home to Canton, Ohio, on the afternoon train. 
Found family all well." 

Friday, January 6, 1865. "Lectured to-night 
at Alliance. Feel really sad. So much labor and 
care are needed to create and sustain an interest in 
these new and bustling towns on the railroads. I 
long to be more at home and to labor more at one 
place; but just now I feel sure I should continue 
in my present work. May God help me to do it 
well. I feel more and more the necessity of leav- 
ing out of view all considerations and notions ex* 
cept that of real usefulness to the cause of Christ. 
Yet how hard to hold myself steady to such a 
purpose as this. But I am resolved still to try; 
and may my great Helper aftbrd me all needful 
aid. I came here to hold meetings for a few days. 
May the Lord make me abundantly useful." 

January 11. "I have finished canvassing in 
Rev. Mr. Hill's congregation in Pittsburgh. I 
succeeded in securing a large subscription here — 
amounting in all to one thousand and four dollars. 
Am very tired, having been on my feet all day. I 
have just had a long talk with Bro. Bell. I think 

21 
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he will enter the mission- work. I now send re- 
port to the Executive Committee, and take the 
train for Alliance. Arrived at daylight and met 
Rev. Mr. Brown, who is to become pastor. I 
spent this forenoon visiting the people and intro- 
ducing him to their acquaintance. At noon I left 
Alliance for home, and found all well, thank God. 
A large number of letters arrived in my absence. 
Some of the missionaries are discouraged and dis- 
satisfied with their fields and desire a change. 
Others urge me to visit them at once. Their 
grievances and disappointments, after my prostra- 
tion from labor and want of rest, are almost more 
than I can bear. I have sought relief in prayer, 
and, to some extent, have found it. But oh, this 
continual burden on my mind! these perplexing 
cares that drink up my spirits and exhaust all my 
strength! Blessed Jesus, this work is thine. I 
would be thine. Promote it as thou wilt through 
me.'' 

January 13. "Left home for Alliance to visit 
some and go on to Canal Dover." 

January 14. "Wrote letters and preached at 
night. After services rode with Bro. Jonas Bair 
to his home near Broad Run Church, four and a 
half miles from Canal Dover. Bro. Watkins 
along." 

Sunday morning ^ January 15. " Preached at the 
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CTnited Brethren church, the Lutheran church be- 
ing too much out of order to be occupied; and 
after services called the brethren together and 
urged on them the duty of securing a pastor. In 
the afternoon preached at Canal Dover and de- 
tained the members to propose the formation of a 
charge with Broad Run, and that they call Bro. 
Watkins as pastor. They agreed to hear him with 
that view next Sunday. In the evening preached 
again, and afterward met a few of the members at 
Bro. Schilling's and had a long conversation with 
them about the affairs of their church." 

January 16. "Visited some of the members 
with Bro. Watkins. In the evening came to Al- 
liance, and the next day home." 

February 3. " At New Castle, Indiana. Lodged 
with Benjamin Shirk. He being clerk of the court, 
now in session, has to be absent, and I am left a 
few hours alone. Blessed privilege to be free from 
interruption and have time for reflection and prayer. 
Wrote to each of my dear little girls." 

February 4. " Held preparatory services." 

Sunday J February 5. " Preached twice and ad- 
ministered the communion. A good day. The 
Lord be praised. Bro. Shirk, with whom I lodged 
here six years ago, received and entertained me 
this time most cordially. He is a most excellent 



man." 
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February 9. " Came to Charlottsville, Indiana, 
and called on some Lutherans, but concluded that 
as Carthage will not unite with them nothing can 
be done just now. In the evening took cars for 
Cincinnati." 

Sunday J February 12. "In a series of meetings 
in Bro. Surface's charge near N"ew Florence, Ken- 
tucky.'' 

February 27. "Called on some Lutherans at 
South Bend, Indiana, and then came to Elkhart, 
where Bro. Delo has just located as missionary 
pastor. Had a consultation with him, and secured 
the use of the Baptist church for a few months, 
and perhaps a year." 

March 1. "After two days' visiting at Bryan, 
Ohio, called the principal members together in 
Bro. Ward's cabinet-shop. Rev. Mr. Long being 
present. We had consultation, and left the busi- 
ness with Bro» Long to visit more aaid report." 

March 3* " Came to Toledo. Made some calls ; 
found no opening; came on to Crestline. Next 
day called on some of the members, who informed 
me that they wished Rev. Mr. Foust to preach for 
them. Came to Nevada to consult with Bro. 
Foust." 

March 5, "Lectured to the Sunday-school and 
preached. Find the principal members here un- 
willing to arrange with Crestline." 
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March 6. "Came to Crestline, conferred with 
some members, and arrived at home at 11 o'clock 
p. m/' 

March 18. "Made considerable search in Ak- 
ron, Ohio, for Lutherans, and found only Mr. 
Cranz, but heard of some families three miles east 
of town. I walked out, and found several mem- 
bers anxious to have a church." 

March 19. " Sunday. Lectured and preached 
for the German Reformed Church in Akron, and 
also aided during the afternoon in the administra- 
tion of the communion in the Congregational 
church." 

March 20. " Heard of one or two more Lu- 
therans in Akron, and at night came home." 

March 25. " Came to Mt. Vernon, Ohio, to ar- 
range for forming this and St. John's church into 
a charge and procuring a pastor for them. This 
evening I rode out to the neighborhood of St. 
John's, hoping to see Eev. Mr. Gilbreath ; but he 
did not come, and I returned to town." 

March 26. "I lectured to the Sunday-school 
this morning, and then rode to St. John's and 
preached. After services I conferred with the 
people in regard to forming a new charge, but 
proposed no definite action, as Bro. Gilbreath was 
not present. In the afternoon I returned to town 
and had a meeting of the members relative to the 



S26 THB LIFB OF 

same matter. They desired Rev. Mr. Myres to 
visit them.'* 

March 27. "I took an early train for Mans- 
field, and thence to Ashland to see Bro. Myres. 
He had gone to the country. I went after him ; 
walked eight or nine miles, but faiUng to find him 
I came back to await his return. At night ar- 
rangements were made for his visit to Mt. Ver- 
non." ' 

March 80. "I can find no suitable house in 
Canton, so I packed my goods and put most of 
them in store, took the rest and my family to 
Fredericksburg and boarded with my mother for 
a while." 

April 5. "I spent some days in arranging 
household affairs, and then started for the East. 
I collected some subscriptions at Pittsburgh, con- 
ferred with the committee at Baltimore, went to 
Washington, and in company with Bro. Butler 
visited Alexandria to learn the prospects of found- 
ing a Lutheran mission there. I found a few 
Lutherans, most of whom were in the employ 
of the war department. I came back to Balti- 
more to examine the books and records of the 
Home Missionary Society." 

April IZ. "I intended to preach in Washing- 
ton this evening, but there are no services in con- 
sequence of the demonstrations occasioned by the 
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recent victories and surrender of General Lee 
to Lieutenant-Qeneral Grant on the 9th instant. 
The illuminations this evening were on the grand- 
est scale, and in many parts of the city ordinary 
print could be read with ease." 

April 14. "Good Friday. In the morning 
preached for Bro. Butler, and in the afternoon 
went to Alexandria to prospect for the mis- 



sion." 



April 15. "This morning I learned the sad fate 
of President Lincoln last night at Ford's Theater, 
only three squares from where I lodged. To-day 
all business is suspended, houses are draped in 
mourning, and the whole people seem dejected 
and sad." 

Sunday, April 16. "Could not go to Alexan- 
dria to fill appointments, as all travel is suspended 
to discover the assassin." 

April 25. After visiting various places and so- 
liciting aid for home missions he returned home. 

April 28. He makes an effort to form a pastoral 
charge at Clinton, Bristol, and Fulton. 

May 1. "Came to Akron; found a few more 
families lately moved in." 

May 5. " Came to Springfield to see theological 
class concerning fields of labor they desire." 

May 6. "Spent the Sabbath at Dayton. Re- 
ceived $200 from the common church-fund of the 
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congregation, but postponed the general effort in 
behalf of home missions." 

May 9. " Game to Centralia, Illinois, via Cin- 
cinnati. Found no English Lutherans. As a 
church, we have lost much by delay. Ten years 
ago this place had one house — now 25,000 inhab- 
itants. If we had been here early we could easily 

have had a church." 

On the 10th he went to St. Louis, where he was 

cordially received by Mr. J. Shultz. He spent 
three days canvassing, but met with no special en- 
couragement. Here, he visited Dr. Hugo Krebs, 
who calls himself a Lutheran, but was a rational- 
ist, belonging to no synod, and having a wealthy 
congregation of one thousand members. 

As he could make no arrangements for preach- 
ing in St. Louis on Sunday, he obtained a free 
pass from Hon. Mr. Howsand over the Pacific 
Railroad to Warrensburg, and went to Sedalia. 
Here he spent the Sunday and found about thirty 
Lutherans, mostly Q-ermans. He then went to 
Warrensburg, and there found eight families, but 
nearly all of them very indifferent on the whole 
subject of religion. Upon this state of affairs he 
writes, " At sundown I came back to the hotel 
weary and sad. It is awful to contemplate the 
condition of the German population of this great 
state." 



REV. MORRIS OFFICER. 829 

He returned to Sedalia on the 17th. Desiring 
to know something of the moral condition of the 
Germans there he stopped at one of their hotels. 
Of his experience he says, "Truly I saw and 
heard enough. Even the women and children 
swear the most revolting oaths. Nearly all the 
men drink to excess. Almost constantly through 
the day the card-table was encircled by profane 
and drunken men. And yet these people call 
themselves Lutherans! My heart sinks within 
me while in this horrid sink of vice and iniquity." 

He met ten of the better ones to consult with 
him about organizing a church on the basis of the 
General Synod. He explained to them the doc- 
trinal position and polity and rules of Christian 
morality. They all seemed satisfied, and desired 
him to remain. He promised to return some- 
time. 

Returning to St. Louis on the 18th, he called on 
Prof. Walther, of Concordia Theological Semi- 
nary, and had an hour's talk about the Lutheran 
Church in that state. He found Prof. Walther a 
pious and gentlemanly man, and felt that he could 
call him brother. He also called on the pastors 
of several churches, and thought they would not 
regard his efforts in that city with any particular 
favor. He canvassed for English Lutherans, but 
found nothing of importance. He spent the fol- 
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lowing Sabbath in the city and visited the mission 
Sunday-school under the supervision of the Bap- 
tist Association, and found about eleven hundred 
children in attendance. In this building a gentle- 
man had been preaching every Sunday morning in 
German, but as he was about to remove to another 
building, Mr. Officer thought it might be rented 
for our intended mission. 

As the matter could not be attended to just 
then, he visited Maccave City and Chillicothe, 
where he had been informed there were Lutheran 
people, but he found nothing that would justify 
an effort to organize. Then, going eastward, he 
visited Quincy, Keokuk, and Pella, Iowa. From, 
the latter place he was accompanied by Rev. S. 
Ritz to Des Moines. Here he was pleased with 
the town, but made to mourn over the wasted 
condition of the Lutheran Church. At this place, 
after seven days of hard work, he found about 
forty persons who were vpilling to undertake the 
organization of an English Lutheran Church. 
After the Sabbath, during which he preached and 
lectured at various places in the city, he called the 
members together at the house of Mr. J. Hill. 
At this meeting a committee of inquiry was ftp- 
pointed to further ascertain the Lutheran member- 
ship and report to a committee appointed to cor- 
respond with the Home Missionary Society. 



RBV. MORRIS OFEIOER. 881 

** May the Lord bless this effort to found a Chris- 
tian church." 

June 15. " This morning I started on a steam- 
"boat from Keokuk to St. Louis. Having been 
constantly occupied and in company for more than 
two weeks past I feel to-day almost lost pent up 
on this boat. I have tried to read, but under the 
reaction aft^er such excitement as I have expe- 
rienced, I am weary, dull, and drowsy. At times 
like this, when the press of duty is removed a 
little, I so feel the loss of my home that I can 
hardly maintain my purpose to continue longer in 
this work. I would now gladly go home and seek 
some quiet country charge and there settle with 
my dear family. But this, with my convictions of 
duty, I can not do at this time. May the Lord 
enable me to see plainly his will concerning me, 
and if I am not to continue let some other work 
be made plainly mine, and if I am to continue let 
me have strength to bear these trials." 

June 16. " I made an eftbrt to ascertain whether 
the Baptist Mission Sunday-school building could 
be had for our morning service in St. Louis, but 
failid to obtain any information." 

June 17. "Having no opportunity to preach in 
the city and desiring to learn what there might be 
of Lutheranism along the Iron Mountain railroad, 
I obtained a free pass to Pilot Enob. Stopped on 
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tiie way at De Soto and found in and abont the 
town a large number of Lutheran families all able 
to epeak English. They have not been cared for 
by any Lutheran preacher. Some have joined the 
Methodist Church. Many still remain who desire 
a Lutheran church. Came on to Pilot Knob, 
The hill is six hundred feet high. Nearly all the 
upper part is composed of iron ore. The very 
topmost rocks, lying in great rugged heaps, are 
iron ore, though not so rich as the rock deeper 
down. How deep the ore extends nobody knows. 
An iron company have been working this mine 
for ten years and have made only a small niche 
near the top. Here I found Rev. C. A. Graeber, of 
the Missouri Synod. He at once invited me to 
his house. He is a pleasant man, moderate and 
reasonable in his opinions, and is neither dogmat- 
• ical, bigoted, or uncharitable. As his services 
were all in German, I inquired for an English 
church. He directed me to Rev. Mr. Wilson of 
the Presbyterian Church, — a graduate of Pennsyl- 
vania College, — whom I met many years ago in 
Africa. This was a pleasant meeting. I heard 
him preach this morning, and preached fo!*him 
this evening, and abide at his house. Thank God 
that we have met again. I remained here to-day, 
Monday, to talk with my old friend Mr. Wilson 
and my new friend, Mr. Graeber. I rode out live 
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miles to the granite quarry. The scenery is ro- 
mantic. Here are huge granite bowlders piled to 
giddy heights on a hill of granite." 

June 21. "Spent the day in St. Louis, looking 
for a suitable place in which to open our mission. 
Found none except a market hall, and am not 
quite certain that it can be rented; it is not seated. 
Lodge at the Olive Street House, as Bro. Shultz 
has company. Very weary; writing and arrang- 
ing papers until the clock strikes twelve/' 

June 22. "Looking in various localities for halls 
that might be rented for mission use ; also inquir- 
ing the price of lots in the lower and western parts 
of the town." 

Saturday J June 24. "Came to Germantown, 
Indiana, and spent the Sunday here in an effort to 
gather a distracted charge. After a morning 
service, had a meeting for consultation, and ar- 
ranged for preaching." 

June 27. He stops at Springfield, Ohio, to see 
young men who are about to leave the seminary, 
and arranged with Bro. Schearer to go to Mount 
Vernon, Ohio, Bro. J. W. Henderson to Waterloo 
City, Indiana, Bro. Xunkleman to Germantown, 
Indiana, and Bro. Wilhelm to Circle ville, Ohio. 
Came home to Fredericksburg. 

He was detained at home until July 13th by a 
severe attack of rh^nmatiflm ; soiffered greatly aad 
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became much prostrated, but was now able to 
travel again, and after visiting various places in 
Ohio and northern Indiana, he organized the 
church at Butler, Indiana, on the 22d of July. 

As already stated, to save traveling he thought 
it necessary to bring his family from Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, to some point west of the mount- 
ains, and removed to Canton, Ohio, but failed to 
find a suitable house; hence stored his goods, and 
took the family to his mother's at Fredericksburg, 
hoping soon to find a suitable place. He had taken 
considerable pains to procure one, and was anxious 
to become more settled, but the search for a house 
to rent seemed to be only a waste of time, and he 
became much worried with the matter, and says, 
" I am disheartened, and not a little provoked that 
this seemingly small thing should cause me so much 
loss of time. It seems impossible, when I think 
of it, that I can rent no house in either Canton, 
Wooster, Mansfield, or Shelby. And those offered 
for sale are really not fit for occupancy, or else are 
held at such enormous prices that I can not pur- 
chase. Never in all my life have I been so per- 
plexed and annoyed as now. It seems, in view of 
the difficulties of the work, the want of interest by 
a large part of the church, and the impossibility 
of getting a house for my family, I would be justi- 
fied Jn going to the West to settle at some one 
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point ; and I fear to do this, so I live on in this 
murderous way." 

Finally, feeling that he could no longer defer 
the matter of locating his family at some more 
suitable place, he came, accompanied by his wife, 
to Mansfield, and after spending some eight days 
at this plac^and Shelby looking for a house, on 
the 10th of August he writes : 

" This morning I purchased a small and much 
dilapidated house on East Diamond Street, Mans- 
field, Ohio. I have done this with the greatest 
reluctance. I have been compelled to make this 
purchase. Thus I am again subjected to a loss of 
means because of the nature of my work. I have 
this consolation, that I have acted with reference 
to the interest of the work in which I am engaged." 

The month of August was spent in moving, re- 
pairing house, attending the meeting of Witten- 
berg Synod at Shelby, Ohio, and in writing a 
^^Revision of the Constitution of the Home Mission- 
ary Society J^ 

The first part of September was engaged in 
visiting and preaching at Mt. Vernon and Bryan, 
Ohio. On the 15th he left home for the East, and 
the next day came to the meeting of the West 
Pennsylvania Synod at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 
That evening he addressed the synod on home 
missions. Having completed his business here he 
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went to Baltimore to consult with the Executive 
Committee, and from there went to Gettysburg, 
and on Sunday, the 24th, preached twice and ad- 
dressed the Sunday-school in St. James' Lutheran 
church, pleading the cause of the church in the 
West and soliciting aid for the missions. He then 
went to the meeting of the East Pennsylvania 
Synod. His presentation of home missions to 
this synod brought on a lengthy but friendly dis- 
cussion. In the evening he delivered an address 
to the synod and congregation on the subject of 
missions, and the following day he left for Phila- 
delphia, where he had previously arranged for 
soliciting aid. On the way he writes, " In review 
of my conduct at the synod I feel deeply pained 
and humiliated on account of my unguarded ex- 
pressions in debate and my crude address on last 
evening. In view of my imperfections and the 
weighty interests of the work that I am engaged 
in, I feel that it would be a relief — a great relief — 
if I could retire from this position and take a 
charge in some quiet place." 

Having been five days at the meeting of the 
East Ohio Synod, he returned home on the 5th of 
October, and writes: "I had hoped to remain 
here a few days, at least till Saturday evening, but 
oil account of the contents of a letter just received 
I feel it necessary to go at once to the meeting of 
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the Olive Branch Synod, now in session at Fish- 
ersville, Indiana. I leave to-night on the eleven- 
o'clock train. Thus all the interests and duties of 
home must for a while again be abandoned." 

The indefinite relation of the synods to the mis- 
sion-work before the organization of the " Board 
of Home Missions " made it necessary for the su- 
perintendent to be present at their meetings ; and 
the business was often very perplexing by reason 
of misunderstandings and division of desires and 
opinions. He had traveled all night to make con- 
nections for Fishersville, but failed, and did not 
reach there until the evening of the next day, and 
complained of being weary and sick. The follow- 
ing day, Friday, he attended the sessions of the 
synod, and says, " Mission business, which brought 
me here, is all disposed of to my liking. I start 
to-night for Mount Yemon, where I am to spend 
the Sunday." 

Not being able to make connections by way of 
Columbus, he took the northern route, via Mans- 
field, stopped at home, wrote four letters, and came 
on to Mount Vernon. The next day, Sunday, he 
preached twice, lectured to the Sunday-school, and 
attended a business meeting at which Eev. J. F. 
Shearer was elected pastor. He was sick all day, 
in bed part of the afternoon, at bed-time had hi^h 
fever, and writes: "Oh, if I could have rested 
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to-day ! " His fever lasted nearly all night, and ho 
rested but little. In the morning he met the 
principal members to deliberate concerning the 
interests of their church. The remainder of the 
day was spent in the country to secure the co- 
operation of some families ; had good success, and 
returned late in the evening weary and sick. 

October 27. " Came to Akron to make further 
examinations with reference to a Lutheran mis- 
sion." Here he spent four days, and found some 
members that he had not seen before. " Looked 
about for a place to hold services in, if we com- 
mence preaching here." 

November 6. He spent four days at Plymouth, 
Ohio, attending a conference-meeting, and solicit- 
ing aid for missions. 

Friday y November 10. "Came to Akron, and 
visited some Lutheran families. Preached to- 
night, and out of twenty whom I have talked with 
only two were present. I feel much disappointed 
and gloomy. How little interest the people take 
in the church and their own salvation ! 

Nommber 11. Visited and preached this even- 
ing; only two Lutheran persons present. All 
seem indifferent, perhaps averse to the movement. 
Have had a long conversation with one whom I 
expected to be prominent in the work, but it is 
doubtful whether Le will come in at all." 
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November 12. " Sunday. Preached to a small 
but attentive audience, and administered the 
communion to about twenty-five persons, most 
of whom are members of the German B^formed 
Church. In the evening I preached again to a 
pretty fair audience, the attention of which was 
very good. The members here have now, formal- 
ly, requested me to return occasionally, or have 
some brother come and preach to them. This is 
all that can, with prudence, be] undertaken at 
present." 

November 16. " Take the train to-night for the 
West." 

November 18. "I reached Des Moines, Iowa, at 
eleven o'clock, and lodged at the Savery House." 

November 19. " I found Bro. Geiger here. He 
spent last Sunday with the people' of this place. 
I heard him preach an excellent sermon this morn- 
ing. I preached this evening. The attendance 
was fair, and the attention very good." 

November 20. "Spent the day in writing let- 
ters." 

November 21. "Visiting among the people in 
company with Bro. Geiger. Quite sick to-night 
with a severe cold and some fever." 

He continued visiting until Sunday, November 
26, when he preached in the morning, and after 
the sermon organized an English Lutheran congre- 
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gation at' twenty-five members. They adopted a 
constitution which he had prepared for the occa* 
sion, and for want of time deferred the election of 
officers until the next Saturday, the tim« fixed for 
a preparatory service. In the evening he preached 
again, and on retiring wrote, " The audience was 
small to-night. I came away from church much 
depressed in mind. Oh, what shall I do ? I fear 
my labors sace growing fi'uitiess, and that I am 
growing faithless." 

November 27. " Wrote letters, and lectured in 
th« evening," 

Mr. Officer had great power in his African lect- 
ures. Qe was continually using them to arrest 
the attention of communities and turn the interest 
thus awakened upon the work in which he was 
immediately en^ged." 

November 28. " Wrote letters." 

N&vennAer 29. " Visited faanilies in the country 
and preached in the evening at a school-house." 

November 80. ^ Game to town and commenced 
soliciting subscription for Bro. Geiger's support 
Obtained mote names as members of the church." 

Deoember 1. '' Soliciting subscription and writ- 
ing letters. Had a meeting at night." 

December 2. * '* Vv'rote a brief history of the or- 
ganization of this church, and transcribed the 
oonstitution adopted last Saturday* Solicited sub* 
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Bcription, visited several families, and received ad- 
ditional names as applicants for membership. 
Went to the church at the hour appointed for pre« 
paratory serviceB, and found the house locked and 
no fire. I got the key, kindled a fire, held the 
services, and presided at the election of ofiicers. 
Bro. Geiger was elected pastor. He is detained at 
Farmington, and I shall be alone to-morrow. 
I have been busy until nine o'clock to-night in 
writing the minutes of to-day's meeting.'* 

Decembers. " Sunday morning. Preached; re- 
ceived six members by letter and one by confirma- 
tion; administered the communion, and installed 
the officers. Preached again in the evening. The 
Lord be praised for the success that he hiis been 
pleased to grant me in this difficult work." 

December 5. " To-day Bro. - Geiger with his 
family arrived. Had a meeting with him and the 
church-council to arrange definitely for his sup- 
port. This closes eighteen busy days, during 
which I have been encouraged by the manifest 
interest of some and sorely tried by the indiffer- 
ence of others. 

December 6. "Came from Des Moines last 
night in a hack — a distance of thirty-two miles — 
to Monroe by three o'clock this morning, sat in a 
miserable bar-room till six o'clock, and then took 
the train for Fairfield, where I lectured in the 
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evening on the ' Physicial Condition of West A£- 



nca. 



He remained in and about Fairfield four aays 
lecturing and preaching, and obtained fifty dollars 
for home 'missions from the Lutheran Church of 
that place. 

December 11. " At Burlington. Called on some 
persons of Lutheran descent, but found no encour- 
agement. Took the night train for Mendota, Illi- 
nois. The weather — ^which during nearly all this 
tour in Iowa was bad — was now exceedingly cold 
and stormy. I lectured here two nights and came 
on to Chicago. I called on Bro. A. S. Kissell, and 
had a long talk about Iowa matters." 

December 15. " Came to Elkhart, Indiana, ar- 
riving about three o'clock this morning, and at 
daylight called on Bro. Delo. I found him en- 
couraged. The mission here is doing well. Came 
on to "Waterloo, Indiana, the same day, and stop- 
ped to adjust difficulties. These were misunder- 
standings and poutings, backed up by a want of 
real interest in the cause. The adjusting of them 
was both amusing and provoking. The council 
had allowed two months to pass without offering 
to take any subscription. The pastor became 4^8- 
satisfied and ceased to preach. They now pro- 
posed to date the subscription at the time he 
resumes preaching. At this dishonest proposition 
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I expressed myself a little feelingly. The council 
finally agreed to circulate the subscription dated 
at the commencement of the pastoral year, and 
^we adjourned at a late hour in the night. I rested 
a little on a lounge, and at four o'clo<?k in the 
morning took the cars to Bryan, Ohio. Here I 
found my appointment for to-morrow, Sunday, at 
"West Jefferson. I visited in town during the day, 
and in the evening rode in a wagon to West 
Jefferson and heard a man preach. He 'made a 
remark' before he commenced speaking; the re- 
mark grew and branched into many, but finally 
ended. The text was again announced, and the 
preacher began ' without preliminaries.' " 

He preached at this place in the morning, and 
having previously arranged for consultation with 
disaffected members, after preaching had a long 
meeting. Some of each party were present, and a 
partial reconciliation was effected. "I then came 
to Bro. Weaver's, of the Neihart Church." 

" Monday morning. Came to Father Neihart's ; 
talked with him about church matters, and, after 
prayer with him, came to Peter Stahl's, and found 
him willing that Jefferson, Neihart, and Bryon 
shall constitute a charge. Then came to Bryon, 
having made nearly a half circle at a distance of 
about five miles from the center." 

He reached home December Idth, and foimd a 
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large number of letters, some of them calling for 
aid, and one or two of them written in great dis- 
couragement; and he says: "Now, instead of 
a little rest and communion with my family, I 
have alhaftemoon and evening been reflecting on 
these cases, planning for their relief, and writing 
letters to the disheartened missionaries and to 
others who may aid us." 

Mr. OflSoer's toilsome life was fully appreciated 
by the intelligent members of the Lutheran 
Church, and the expressions of sympathy were 
sometimes more than mere words. The following 
is of this substantial character : 

" Christmas Day, December, 1866. 

"Dear Frtbni): — ^Last night, at the dead hour 
of midnight, I was startled out of sleep by a noise 
up the chimney. Opening my eyes, I saw a curious 
being approaching my bed. Horrified and fright- 
ened, I immediately put my head under the covers. 
When all was. still I peeped out and saw nothing 
but a little green monster with two round eyes 

0. Looking at it closely,! found that it had 
the name of M. Officer on its back. Wot wishing 
to have such a creature remain around our house 

1 have inclosed it in this letter to send you. Now 
I hope you will take it to your own bosom, and 
4ispo8e it about youT person^ and do not mention it 
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to anylody for fear the spell might be broken. 
And remember that I am not entitled to any 
credit in the matter, for I am only a * steward/ 
and good ^ Santa Claus' is alone to be thanked. 
Wishing you a * Merry Christmas ' I remain 

" Tours truly. ." 

"Wrote to Mr. , who generously — too 

generously — remitted me as a Christmas-gift a 
hundred-dollar compound interest United States 
note. This large gift I accept with great grati- 
tude, but feel that I am not worthy of such favor 
at such hands." 

From this same source he received at some oth- 
er time — no date is given — the following : 

Rev. M. Officer : — There was once a man who 
was never able to appear in good attire from head 
to foot at a-ny one point of time. When his hat 
was new the coat was shabby ; when a new coat 
was secured the rest w,a8 badly worn. Then after a 
time a new vest was bought ; then new pants ; 
tl^en boots; and so on; so that one article fol- 
lowed another regularly, and each had to abide its 
own time. Consequently some articles were horri- 
bly worn, while the last one bought shone out 
glossy and bright. Now I opine that a home 
missionary of the General Synod, from the con- 
stant effects of much travel and little salary, may 
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not be unlike such a person as described above. 
In order that the different parts of the missionary 
may progress a little faster, and that there ixiay 
not be too long a time between the extremes, I 
send the inclosed, not knowing where it will meet 
your outward man — at the boots, or hat, or coat, 
or elsewhere. Please accept without any fuss, and 
I remain yours truly. Anonymous. 

December 26. Mr. Officer came to Alliance and 
rented the Presbyterian church for the use of the 
mission, and then went East, visiting Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Germantown, and Harris- 
burg. The chief object of this tour East was to 
solicit aid. In these cities the money to carry on 
the work of missions in the West was mainly to 
be procured. But it required caution and perse- 
verance. Mr, Officer would usually meet the 
church-councils, and there would do his most 
earnest pleadings to obtain pennission to present 
the cause to the congregation and take collections. 
The pastors heartily co-operated with him; and 
the church-councils sympathized with the mis- 
sions, but felt embarrassed by the fear that these 
urgent calls for money would discourage the con- 
gregations. Mr. Officer, however, thought it bet- 
ter to discourage a little a city congregation in the 
East than lose the opportunity of permanently 
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planting one in the West. He was sometimes put 
off, but generally with some definite understanding 
as to what time in the future he might make the 
effort. In the wealthy and liberal churches the 
pastors generally^wished to have him present — ^and 
lie greatly preferred to be — ^when the eftbrt was 
made to obtain aid for home missions. 

The death of Dr. Kurtz occurred on the 29th 
of December. Mr. Officer was present at his 
funeral, which took place on the 1st of January, 
1866. Three months previously he had visited 
the doctor, who was then declining and expecting 
soon to depart, and writes, " I found him calmly 
resting in the assurance of Christian faith. He is 
an experienced Christian, as he is an aged and has 
long been a most active member of the church. 
He has been useful to the church in a very large 
degree. He has on a few occasions, some years 
ago, oftered me some very wise counsel, and I feel 
thankful to him for what he has done for me in- 
dividually and for the Church." 

January 4, 1866. "I stopped over one train at 
Altoona and procured a renewed pass on the Penu- 
sylvania Railroad." 

He was remarkably successful in procuring 
passes on the roads. Over this road, on which he 
traveled so constantly, he had a "free pass" dur- 
ing all the years of his agencies. Over the great 
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lines of roads in the West he generally traveled 
on a free pass. In this way he saved hundreds of 
dollars to the cause of missions, both home and 
foreign. He aa earnestly sought to save the funds 
of the church as to collect them from the people. 
For this reason he rarely stopped at hotels, and 
often went without meals, or with a cup of coffee 
and a cracker. 

The fore part of January was spent at Ash- 
land and Wooster in soliciting aid for missions and 
assisting at communion^meetings. During the 
latter part of the month he was sick and could 
not travel ; hut as he was not confined to his house 
he assisted Bro. Fenner in a series of meetings at 
Mansfield, wrote some at an article for the Evan- 
gelical RevieWy and attended to his immense cor- 
respondence. 

January 28. Sunday. He preached in the 
morning and evening at Ashland, and on Mon- 
day took the early train for Akron, where he 
made arrangements for a series of meetings, to 
commence in two weeks, and then came on to 
Wooster and preached in the evening for Bro. 
Baltzley. He preached again the next evening, 
i^ud on the following day visited his mother and 
sisters at Fredericksburg; returned to Wooster 
the same day and preached in the evening, and 
then came home on the night train. 
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February 2. "At Mount Vernon visiting among 
the people, and arranging to procure a deed for 
the church property purchased by the congrega- 
tion from the Methodist Episcopal Church, so as 
to effect a loan from the Church-Extension So* 
ciety." 

February 8. " Came to Akron by ten o'clock, 
and spent the day visiting among the people. 
Preached at night, and had only four Lutherans 
pre&ent after all my visiting. Am sad and per- 
ples:ed to know what to do with reference to this 
place." 

After several days he writes : " I find but little 
interest ainong our people here. Some, I know, 
are doing all they can to discourage the under- 
taking. This is most disheartening. Among 
more than twenty members with whom I have 
talked a great deal, I have not yet heard one ex- 
pression of a desire or even a thought of doing 
good to others— of trying to found a church to do 
good in the community and to generations to 
come. Though I hiave Often spoken of this I re- 
ceive no encouraging response." 

F€bruary 18* " Oaine td Alliance on my way 
to Canal Dover. Missed thi^ connectioii, and am 
obliged to remain till Monday. I can, however, 
promote the interests of this mission." 

FebruBTy 26. ^ Hav^ spent six days preaching 
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at Canal Dover. A good meeting. Some persons 
are seeking special instruction and the prayers of 
the church." 

He was always a welcome visitor in the mission- 
churches. His presence and counsels encouraged 
the drooping hopes and stimulated the flagging 
energies of all, especially of the discouraged mis- 
sionary. When he went to Canal Dover, Bro. 
Watkins loas glad to see him. There was a tender 
sympathy between him and the missionaries gen- 
erally. He had their confidence, and they would 
come to him with their trials. Their discourage- 
ments became his burden ; and their letters show 
how constantly they came to him with their 
troubles. The following will indicate the charac- 
ter of this correspondence : 

" Dear Bro. Officer : — I am sorry that my last 
letter gave you pain. I was rather gloomy when 
I wrote. But if I have trials and discouragements 
I think it is not best to conceal them in my own 
bosom. And if I wish to unbosom myself I know 
I could find no human friend who is so well qual- 
ified and so ready to afford true sympathy in this 
work as yourself. I therefore am free to tell you 
the whole condition of things. And what a grand 
and solid comfort it is to have the assurance that 
your prayers and those of other Christians ascend 
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to the throne of heavenly grace for our support 
and success ! I day by day more and more realize 
the worth and power of prayer. Oh, that I could 
pray more and more fervently; for it brings 
strength and gives strength. I would like to tell 
you that we are doing a great deal, but I am not 
able to do so. Perhaps we expect too much. We 
no doubt must yet learn * not to despise the day 
of small things.* * * * Yours, &c. A. J. H." 

March 9. He came to Indianapolis, Indiana, 
stopping on the way at Springfield and Dayton, 
Ohio. Here he spent five days prospecting with 
reference to a German mission in the city. Hear- 
ing of Bro. Steinbach as a person who would be 
suited to the work, he went to Richmond, formed 
his acquaintance, brought him to Indianapolis, and 
introduced him to the people. He was pleased 
with the young man, and made application to the 
Olive Branch Synod for his licensure. 

March 14. Spent the day at Springfield, Uli- 
nois, in consultation with Rev. Prof. Suesserotte 
about church matters, especially the prospects at 
Quincy, Illinois, where he spent three days in 
preaching, lecturing, and visiting; but he found 
that the opportunity to found an English Lutheran 
church here was not as good as at some other un- 
occupied places. 



Il52 THE LIFE OF 

Match 20. At Hannibal, Missouri. He foiuid 
only one English Lutheran family. 

March 21. iHaving procured a pass over the 
Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, he came to Uti- 
ca, intending to remain a day or two ; but he found 
that nearly aU the Lutheran people here were about 
to unite with other citizens' in forming a Congrega- 
tional church, and concluded to go on to St. Jo- 
seph, where he happened to meet at the depot some 
five families on their way to Highland, Missouri. 
They promised to co-operate with him in forming 
a church there. He then visited a number of per- 
sons in the town who had been reported to him as 
belonging to the Lutheran Church, but found that 
they either never had belonged or had now united 
with some other. Consequently he returned east- 
ward, and stopped at Cameron, Utica, Brookfield, 
and Mason. At the latter place he found about 
twenty German families, apparently of good class. 
Their secretary agreed to correspond with him. 

March 25. Spent the Sunday at Palmyra, 
Missouri. Preached for the Presbyterians in the 
morning and atttended German service in the 
afternoon. " I found about twenty families who 
have left the Missouri Synod church and are 
served temporally by a German Presbyterian min- 
ister. He does not expect to organize. We may 
have work here/' 
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March 27. At St. Louis, Missouri. Have pro- 
cured passes on some of the railroads. 

March 28. " Came to Jefferson City, and lodge 
with Mr. Bishop, state treasurer. Became ac- 
quainted with several persons who are Lutherans, 
and begin to think we can effect an orgatiization 
here after awhile." 

March 30. Visited Sedalia. Found but little 
encouragement. Some of the Lutheran people 
there seemed unwilling to co-operate. Met at this 
place John D. Scott, an old college classmate. 
He and his wife told a sad tale of their sufferings 
during the war. Returned to Jefferson City. 

April 1. "Sunday evening. Preached in the 
Senate chamber. Requested all who felt interested 
in the formation of an English Lutheran church to 
remain for consultation. I explained to those re- 
maining the object of my visit and the position 
of the General Synod, and then asked them to ex- 
press themselves on the subject. Some did, and 
all seemed willing to aid in such an undertaking. 
'A committee was appointed to correspond with 
me. 

April 6. "Came home, stopping on the way 
at St. Louis, Indianapolis, Richmond, Dayton, and 
Springfield, attending to missionary matters. I find 
here a host of letters — many perplexing matters. 
Oh, I feel that I can not do this work. So little 
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me^ns; so. few. men; so large a field! My heart 
sinks within me." 

After a(^usting all this perpiexmg correspond- 
ence, apd w:riting twenty-seven letters, he finaUy 
says : 

April 11. "Wednesday. At home, sick; fever 
all last night." He was detained at home by this 
sickness, eight days, but continued his constant 
letter-writing. While on this tour in the West in 
March he wrote fifty letters, preached and lectured 
thirteen times, and traveled much at night — some- 
times all night. 

April 20. " Started for the East by way of 
Wheeling. Reached Frederick, Maryland, the 
evening of the 21st." 

April 22. "K(^ with Rev. Mr. Nixdorf to 
Middletown. Presented the cause of home mis- 
sions in, I>r- Stroble's church, and spoke to the 
Si^iday-school in the afternoon; rode to Fairview 
a^d preiached, and then came on to Frederick and 
preached at nights Am weary." 

April 25. "Three days at Baltimore, in consulta- 
tion with the Executive Committee." 

April 29. Sunday. At York he presented the 
subject of home missions in Dr. Baum's church in 
the morning. " It was well and skillfully seconded 
by the pastor." In the afternoon he presented the 
same subject in Rev. Menge's church. While here 
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he was sick with fever and troubled with a cough, 
and writes: "I fear my ministry will not long 
continue." The next day, in the home of one of 
the pastors^ he says: '^It is delightful. I could 
not to-day avoid contrasting the condition of his 
children with that of my own; but the Lord Mrill 
provide/' 

May 7. He attended the meeting of a confer- 
ence at Hanover, and remained over Sabbath to 
make an efibrt for missions. He then visited Get- 
tysburgy and went back to Baltimore; had a meet- 
ing with the Executive Committee, and came on 
home» 

When Mr. Officer accepted his appointment to 
this work he deemed it one of great importance ; 
and separating himself from every other employ- 
ment, he in great earnestness gave himself up 
entirely to this. He hastened forward with all 
possible activity and energy. In a few mouths he 
had paased over the field; and with his ready in- 
sight into the nature of the case he began to see 
things as they were. He was profoundly im- 
pressed with the grand magnitude the work ought 
to assume; but the difficulties, so many and so 
peculiar, is it possible that they will ever be over- ' 
come? 

After an experience of nearly two years, oper- 
ating for the cause with individuals, congregations 



856 THE LIFB 09 

and synods in all parts of the church, East and 
West, he began to prepare his way for the next 
meeting of the General Synod. The conclusions 
to which his observations had brought him are put 
forth in an article that appeared in the Evangelical 
Reineio of April, 1866. After considering the na- 
ture of the mission-work in general, and then 
what it must be among the mixed population in 
this country, — the most important home-mission 
field in the world, — he takes a view of various or- 
ganizations among the constantly accumulating 
masses of Lutheran people, and concludes that the 
General Synod has an ecclesiastical existence of its 
own, and has its own peculiar and special work. 
Of its separate and independent existence among 
the difterent general organizations of Lutheran 
synods he says : 

"It may be objected that the General Synod, 
with its present basis, should not at all exist, and, 
consequently, that it should not presume to have a 
great mission to fulfill; that unless it can take the 
doctrinal position, and adopt the usages of some 
of the other divisions, it should dissolve, and dis- 
tribute itself among the other denominations 
around it. Nevertheless, it does exist. Nor does 
it profess to exist through mere sufierance or in- 
dulgejpce, but by right of having the truth. It 
does not beg the privilege of hanging on to some 
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other as a tolerated errorist, but boldly avows that 
it has an honest and valid claim to a place of its 
own; and there is not much evidence just now 
that it designs to abandon that claim." 

After considering at some length the things 
which give the Lutheran Church, taken in all its 
divisions, such peculiar advantages in cultivating 
the immense mission-field ^' in this country, in this 
present period, the special time for these labors,** 
he says; "But it does not follow, from this show- 
ing of the missionary opportunity and duty of the 
Lutheran Church, as a whole, that any one part or 
synodical division possesses the whole of the ad- 
vantages, nor yet that each one of them has the 
same facilities and obligations with reference to 
every particular part of the whole task. On the 
contrary, it seems that some, at least, of the sepa- 
rate ecclesiastical bodies find their respective 
specialties in the corresponding diversities of the 
people among whom the labor is to be performed. 
The joint Synod of Missouri and the German 
Synod of Iowa, — which are ecclesiastically distinct 
from all others and each other, which adhere rigid- 
ly to the symbolical position, and which are mainly 
located in those parts of the country where the 
great body of the destitute foreign Germans is 
settled, — find their specialty, indeed almost their 
entire work, among the foreign Germans of that 
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jdoctrinal cast. In like manner the Scandinaviaa 
Synod, .whiclx is located among the immigrants of 
those races and uses their language, and occupies 
the doctrinal hasis of the churches in their native 
<$ouintrie6, finds its special field among them. And 
fio ithe General Synod, which occupies a moderate 
4oQtrinal position, which uses the English language 
mainly, and which is widely spread over the coun- 
try, finds its particularity among the English- 
apeakkig population, whether nBAive x>t foreign. 
2$rot, indeed, that the synod finds in this language 
Mid among these people its exchisive sphere, for it 
fiads isome open and fruitful fields among others, 
tespeeially among the more liberal class of Gkr- 
mau0« To the population of mixed cha^racter, as 
io raee and denominational tenets, we have at 
least eommon and equal access witii other dhor^- 
«6. Perhaps, in view of the large admixture of 
«0!ar scattei^d m^aibers and people among that 
p(^mlation, we might say that we have more thaa 
equal aceess. IS'or is it to be ov^ooked that the 
Ghsoeral Synod occupies a liberal and somewhat 
medium doctrinal pooition whidi, in a peculiar 
manner, enables it to address itself to this mixed 
mad eoDseqnently mutually modified pcpula1i<m/' 
H^ eo]»es at length to aay^ ^ The work now pkin- 
ly set before the General Synod among the X^- 
gUsh-speaking population of our country is im- 
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mensdy great, the more so because of past ^neglect, 
and is increasing by the addition of Anglicised 
youths of the Germans, Swedes, and Norwegians. 
To these people we have more than common 
access." 

With this view of the ecclesiastical position and 
the special mission-work of the General Synod, he 
saw a grand opportunity for eminently successftd 
church-work. And oh, how intensified he be- 
came in his eftbrts to have " liberal things devis- 
ed," to have the whole membership come to the 
work. Surely, if he could have imparted his en- 
thusiasm to others a host Avould have been found 
to come "willing-hearted," ^* wise-hearted," and 
" whose hearts stirred them up in wisdom." 

He saw this mission-work in its relation t6 the 
futui-e Lutheran Church, and the futui'e ChristiM- 
ity of the millions thit would yet inhabit theefe 
mountain ranges and wide-spreading prairie^, Uiid 
threw himself into thi work with one imm^hse 
leffort to have the church awake to a full sehs'e o^ 
her opportunities, and the atobst sublime grandeur 
iahd glorious miaghitude of the i'esponfeiDle wort 
which Priovideiice had laid upon her. H6 s^lzisd 
at once the foundation ideis upon which the 
whole feti^ngth of the chui'ch could be develo^fe'd 
into a comprehensive systerii of missionary ojJera- 
tionS) and the whole General Synod church ihWdfe 



860 THE LIFE OF 

equal to the cneiB that was upon her in relation to 
the future millions that should be spiritually born 
within her fold. He gave his attention to two 
leading ideas — first, the awakening of a true mis- 
sionary spirit among the whole membership, and 
second, a more complete organization of the work. 
These two things he put forth continually in pri- 
vate conversations, in published articles, in his 
discourses in the congregations, in the discussions 
in synods, and everywhere. Of the latter he says 
in the article already quoted from : 

" There is a grievous defect in our home mis- 
sionary organization. We have indeed a profusion 
of organizations, and yet we are not well organ- 
ized. There is neither a system, embracing one 
central and then many auxiliaries, so as to make 
the central one large, well ordered, and effective, 
nor a general understanding that each is inde- 
pendent, so as to cause them to feel their respective 
obligations, and by agreement make a distribution 
of the work. We have a ^Home Missionary Society 
of the General Synod,* which seems to have been 
designed as the common agency of the church for 
this purpose, but several of the large district syn- 
ods have never co-operated with it. * * * Next 
we have a society in each of the district synods not 
co-operating with the general society, or else the 
synods, as such, conduct their own missions. 
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Moreover, we have local societies to cany on cer- 
tain missions in their own immediate commonities, 
and these have no connection with any others. 
And yet again we have individuals who claim to 
be mediums through which the church shall carry 
on this work ; who, though unappointed, imder- 
take missions in the name of the church. In all 
this there is no general plan; no general agree- 
ment; no systematic arrangement for either con- 
centrated eflbrt or for separate endeavors. And 
while this does not entirely defeat the work, it 
greatly hinders it. It does not admit of an intel- 
ligent survey of the whole field with reference to 
the main wants and advantages. It fails to interest 
the wealthy churches of the great cities in im- 
portant and distant fields, and directs their atten- 
tion to their own vicinities. It fails to present 
practical and encouraging views which will secure 
hearty interest and liberal support, but by con- 
fused presentation of the various claims induces 
doubt and distrust, and hence causes diminutive 
contributions. It secures neither internal order 
nor external eflBiciency." 

He deplores the want of concentrated action, 
and says : " While the General Synod olaims the 
right to * devise plans for missionary institutions,' 
it has never in its synodical capacity done so. Nor 
has it now the power either to assume this work 
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ih its own capacity and make the district synodfl 
atixiliary to it in this particular, or to institute a 
<^tttpal s6ciety and Inake all other societies auxil- 
iaty thereto, nor yet to dissolve the present central 
Bodtety and make the Several synods or their soci- 
eties distinct and independent, and assign to each 
its field of labor. If the General Synod were now 
to asisume stich authority it does not seem likely 
ttiat the district synods would recognize and obey 
ft.'* Oh this account, although he had heartily 
approved of the action of the society at its last 
m^^itag, in 18^4, when the following resolution^ 
*wkt Adopted, he is now fully convinced by his ef- 
farts to manage these interests that such a transfer 
ifr, under the state of things then existing, alto- 
gether impracticable : 

"^^Eesdvedy That inasmuch as the General Synod 
4s the pro'per representative of the church, the Ex- 
ecutive Oommitte'6 of the home missionary interest 
be transferred to th6 General Synod at the next 
meeting of that body.** 

Adhering, however, to his former opinion, he 
says: "The most simple, most scriptural, most 
orderiy, and most effective missionary organization 
for the churches of the General Synod would be the 
Greneral Synod itself, if all its parts were prepared 
to make it so and practically and heartily to co- 
opei^te Witi^ and throii]^ it; for it is certainly 
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proper in every view of the matter that the church 
have charge of ite own missions ; and the General 
Synod being made up of representatives is virtual- 
ly, by delegation, the church. But for so great a 
step as this the several synods are manifestly not 
just now prepared." 

Nevertheless, "something, surely, should be 
done, and can be done in this direction. But what- 
ever is attained will have to be a matter of growth 
rather than immediate creation. Hence, in our 
endeavors thereto, we must bear in mind the con- 
dition of things existing among us as well as that 
lio which We aspire. Our immediate measures 
must have reference to what is now practicable as 
•well as to what is in itself desirable. We must 
tieither overlook existing obstacles nor abandon 
just principles. The plan of improvement must 
be a progressive one, recognizing those imperfect- 
steps first to be taken, and yet reaching forth to 
Uie final end to be attained." 

Entertaining these views, he directed his efforts 
to amending the constitution of the society under 
which he was then operating. As he did not 
deem the preferences of the different parties in 
itself sinful, he writes, **Let those synods that 
prefer separate action continue thus to act without 
hinderance on the part of others, until they see fit 
to unite with the general organization; and let 
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those synods that prefer a union with each other 
he allowed a like privilege. Let them continue in 
the present Home Missionary Society of the Gren- 
eral Synod, and from time to time modify its pro- 
visions to suit their purposes, and let those who do 
not co-operate abstain from interference. Let it 
be understood that the basis of membership in the 
society is the representation of synods that, as 
such, co-operate with the society." 

This basis of membership in the society is the 
particular to which he refers by "interference," 
and in which he seeks to amend the constitution. 
For every individual that paid one dollar annually 
into its treasury became a member, and ten dollars 
paid at one time made him a life member; hence 
it was not a representative body that could act for 
or demand the co-operation of the church, but a 
society composed of individuals who secured tho 
right of membership. And as it held its meetings 
at the time and place of the meeting of the Gen- 
eral Synod, many persons would obtain their mem- 
bership, make their speeches, cast their votes, and 
consider themselves and the society even. They 
were not bound to give their personal support be 
yond the dollar for this temporary membership. 
In this way there was created an irresponsible 
membership who for the most part were unao* 
quainted with the difficulties of the work, and yet 
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growing temporally ardent for the cause would 
urge upon the society large undertakings and en- 
join upon the Executive Committee things impos- 
sible, under the circumstances, thus necessitating 
failure, and giving occasion for complaint. Thus a 
large number of persons connected with synods 
that did not co-operate with the society would par- 
ticipate in its meetings, and when afterward visited 
by the superintendent would utterly refuse to sup- 
port the measures they had voted for. " It is also 
a significant fact that afterward, with one excep- 
tion, those synods that did not co-operate were the 
ones that withdrew from the General Synod, show- 
ing that there were other reasons than mere difter- 
ence of opinion as to missionary measures for 
their not uniting with the society." 

In preparing his biennial report, to be presented 
at the approaching meeting in Ft. Wayne, Mr. 
Officer went to Baltimore, and called on the mem- 
bers of the committee to consult about home mis- 
sionary aiiairs. A meeting was called, and after 
a lengthy session they adjourned to meet in the 
evening. 

" Met again this evening, and after much delib- 
eration we decided to recommend to the society, 
first, that it disband, and that the missions now in 
progress and the territory to . be occupied be dis- 
tributed among the several district Synods, But, 



Mcondly, if the soeietj will not sgree to dissofai- 
tion, then we recommend that the constitation be 
80 changed as to limit the membership thereof to 
those who actnally co-operate with it.'' 

Accordingly^ at Hie meeting of liie General 
Synod in 1866, when it was not prepared to take 
charge of missions, according to the resolution 
passed at the last meeting transferring them to 
it, then these recommendations came before the 
society. The first one was rejected, and the alter- 
native adopted. By this action the basis of mem- 
bership was changed, and amendments were made 
to the efiect that henceforth the membership 
should consist, ^^ First, of all delegates to the Gen- 
eral Synod from synods co-operating with the 
society; second, of aU mimsterB who with their 
charges co-operate; and, third, of all persons duly 
constituted life members." 

^^Thus the irresponsible membership was shaken 
ofi^, and a great advance made toward centraliza- 
tion on a proper basis. And though the society 
was still continued as an organization distinct 
from the General Synod, yet there was at the same 
time provision made for it to be merged into the 
General Synod as soon as it and the district synods 
were prepared for such additional advance. The 
provision for an advisory committee in each Synod 
was retained/'* Under this amended constitution 
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the society and its saperintendent set forth jxpoa 
its work after the meeting in 1866. 

The biennial report of the committee at this 
meeting, notwithstanding all the difficulties in the 
way, shows considerable progress. They say: 
** We were fortunate in securing as general super- 
intendent of missions, Rev. M. Officer, who entered 
upon its duties JS'ovember 1, 1864." It was shown 
that some of the synods which had withdrawn 
from the society had again reunited, and still of 
the seventeen synods connected with the General 
Synod only ten were yet co-operating with the 
society. And while these ten embraced only about 
one third of the entire membership of all the dis- 
trict synods, it was still an increase over the last 
biennial report, which showed that less, perhaps, 
than one fourth of the membership was connected 
with the society. The number of missionaries on 
the funds of the society had increased from sixteen 
to twenty-on^. The treasurer's report showed that 
the disbursements were $6,832.74, while for last 
year they were $1,842.32. They further report 
that " the difficulties attending the work are, want 
of suitable men to supply all the the important 
points presenting themselves, and want of co-oper- 
ation with the society J' . 

Of this "want" he says, "It would seem that 
the real want is not so much that of plan as of 
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hearty interest in the cause. Indeed, an earnest 
missionary will, in time, eftect an organization. 
The life principle everywhere seeks to clothe itself 
m proper forms. From the diminutive plant to 
the towering oak, each seed-germ produces its own 
form after its kind. So, in the animal kingdom, 
the life-power of each variety takes its own or- 
ganic body. The spirit of war gathers, drills, and 
leads forth its hosts to battle. The spirit of tyran- 
ny forms its great compacts. The spirit of learn- 
ing erects colleges, gathers endowments, forms 
faculties, and collects its eager disciples. The 
spirit of Christianity creates, maintains, and em- 
ploys the agencies that pertain to the church in its 
being and doing; and so the spirit of each depart- 
ment makes its operations effective. Wherefore 
the inefficiency so much complained of is itself an 
indication that there is some lack of the mission- 
ary spirit, Bome lack of the aggressive character- 
istics of the gospel, some want of that phase of 
piety which manifests itself in Christian enter- 
prises." 

He is not, however, prepared to say that nothing 
has been done, — to deal in wholesale denunciation, 
— for he says : " In how far the Q eneral Synod is 
meeting the obligations providentially imposed it 
would be by no means easy to exactly determine; 
for there is no absolute and authoritative standard 
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by which to judge of its labors even if an aconrate 
summary of them were rendered, since it is not 
certain that the doings of other churches by which 
they might be compared are up to the full measure 
of duty. But if we were to accept this as a stand- 
ard of duty it would still be difficult to make a just 
comparison, on account of the fact that no full 
report of our operations is furnished. These op- 
erations are reached through so many separate 
organizations and agencies, and in such a variety 
of methods, that no complete aggregate of them 
could with any tolerable degree of effort be at- 
tained. * * * Doubtless the comparisons made 
are sometimes greatly at fault in not making due 
allowance for the difference in the numerical 
strength of the General Synod and the body with 
which it is compared. * * * it may be that 
some of our individual churches, or even some of 
our synods, have attained to equal efficiency with 
those of like numbers in any other church; but 
taken as a whole the General Synod certainly has 
not. The time is here; the opportunity ia here; 
but the efficiency is not here." 

May 25. "The General Synod adjourned last 
night, closing with devotional exercises of an hour. 
This morning most of the brethren are gone. I 
remain to write some letters and arrange mission- 
ary accounts and papers. Feel languid and lonely* 

24 
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To-morrow I go to Wabash on missionary busi- 
ness. This meeting of the synod was an important 
one. Perhaps more weighty consequences were 
involved than at any meeting held before. Wrote 
to-day to Rev. H. Heigerd, Rev. Mr. Smith, Mr, 
Burrows, Hon. B. V. R. James, of Liberia, Africa, 
and to my wife." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

AGENCT UNDEB THE AMENDED GONSTITUTIOK. 

May 26, 1866. " Came to Wabash to ascertain 
the prospect of locating a pastor at this place. 
Went to Emanuel's, four miles west, and preached; 
returned to town and visited." 

May 27. "Sunday. Addressed the Sabbath- 
school in the Presbyterian church, and preached 
in the evening. Next day came to Logansport. 
Visited some; no prospect of immediate organiza- 
tion." 

June 3. " Sunday. Preached at Bucyrus, Ohio, 
and solicited aid for home missions. 

June 10. Several days at Cincinnati in con- 
sultation with Dr. Harrison, and leading members 
of his church, concerning the propriety of under- 
taking a mission in the city. He leaves the mat- 
ter with the church council, who finally wrote him 
that those desiring a second English church were 
taking no steps toward it. 

June 14. " Came to Lancaster, Ohio. Procured 
a conveyance, and, accompanied by Rev. Mr. Hel- 
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wig, visited the vacant misBionary charge at Lo- 
gan, Ohio." 

June 17. "Sunday. Preached in Lancaster, 
and at the State Reform School — inmates, about 
two hundred and fifty boys." 

Jujie 18. "Came to Zanesville, Ohio, to revive 
the English congregation here. Only some of the 
members desire preaching. No prospect at pres- 
ent, but think there may be in the future." 

June 25. " Go to the commeacement exercises 
of Wittenberg College to consult mth ministers 
about the missions in their synods, and concerning 
the publication of a ' missionary paper ; ' also, to 
see some candidates for the ministry about their 
taking missions. I realize the difficulties of each 
part of my errand and of the whole work. May 
God, in whose cause I labor, help me, as I now 
feel so much the need of his divine aid ! " 

June 29. "Came home. A dozen letters to 
answer. Some perplexities." 

July 17. In Executive Committee meeting at 
Baltimore. Among other items of business the 
following action was taken : 

JResolvedy 1. That we hereby authorize thie 
publication of a monthly missionary journal by 
our superintendent. Rev. M. Officer, to be styled 
the Lutheran Evangdisty the first number to be 
dated October 1, 1866. 
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2. That one thousand copies be printed as the 
first issue, to be by him distributed. 

3. That the committee in the publication of, 
this paper assume no pecuniary risks, but depend 
upon the benefactions of individuals in the church, 
in part already promised. 

^'This is, perhaps, all the committee can well 
do ; but it puts the whole responsibility upon me. 
I must find the money, obtain the subscriptions, 
and do the work. I therefore fear to undertake it/' 

After attending some synods and yisiting va- 
rious churches in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indi- 
ana, to make collections and take subscriptions 
for home missions, he set out for the distant 
West. 

August 23. ^' Came to the meeting of the Olive 
Branch Synod at Pecksburg, Indiana. Attended 
to mission business, and agreed to the appointment 
of J. B. Hyman to St. Paul's mission-charge in 
l^elson County, [Kentucky, on condition that he 
be approved and liceiifled by the synod." 

August 24. ^^ Beached Litchfield, Illinois, at 
daylight this morning and was met by brethren 
from Rising Sun, where the Illinois Synod is in 
session. Had a pleasant ride of nine miles, and 
arrived at noon. Pound the whole synod at din- 
ner in the old church-building that stands beside 
the niew one in which the meetings^ are held*^' 
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This synod postponed action on the question oF 
its relation to the Home Missionary Society for 
one year on account of the probability that it 
might unite with a new General Synod proposed 
by the Pennsylvania Synod. As this synod had 
received a large amount of aid from the society, 
its present action was very unsatisfactory to Mr. 
Officer. It, however, remained in the General 
Synod. 

August 26. " Sunday morning. Attended serv- 
ice at the Presbyterian church in Pana. Lect- 
ured to the Sunday-school in the afternoon, and 
preached in the evening. Found, by visiting, 
twenty Lutheran members. Had a meeting 
with them on Monday, and appointed a provis- 
ional committee to prosecute the work prepara- 
tory to organizing, and to correspond with the so- 
ciety.'' 

August 29. <<Came to St. Louis. Found the 
wharf almost deserted on account of the cholera." 

August 31. "Reached Tipton, Missouri. Vis- 
ited a little about town, then walked to Bro. 
Spad's and others. Came back to town and visit- 
ed some more. Found about sixteen members, — 
some of whom are rather spurious I fear, — ^but 
will delay action here a little and go on farther to- 
night." 

September 1. " Beached Kansas City early this 
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morning. Found several members during the 
day." 

September 2. "Sunday morning. Attended 
services at the Presbyterian church, and preached 
at the same place in the evening." 

He then passed over into £ansas and visited 
Topeka, Grasshopper Falls, Atchison, Lawrence, 
and other places, spending some time in each of 
these, gathering information and making arrange- 
ments to organize as soon as possible. The op- 
portunity and importance of at once occupying 
these promising cities so exercised his earnest soul 
that he could not rest. He would betake himself 
to prayer and letter-writing until, exhausted, he 
would break down, and complain of being weary 
and disheartened. He wrote letters to all the syn- 
ods that were in session during his tour, to leading 
men in the church, and to such pastors as he 
deemed eminently qualified to occupy these im- 
portant centers of growing wealth and power — 
power to be wielded for or against Christianity. 
He had all along felt the necessity of having good 
and suitable men in the missionary charges. But 
now more than ever was there an imperative de- 
mand for men of experience and large influence. 
These would be the men who would be equal to 
the work in such important fields ; and these were 
the men for whom support could be procured. 
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He came home on the 6th of October all alive 
in his work. Its magnitude had opened anew to 
his mind, and baptized him with fresh zeal. He 
plied himself earnestly to secure the services of 
men who had been successful pastors and were 
known in the church at large, and consequently 
would carry with them assurance of success and 
the sympathies of the old and wealthy churches, 
and hence give such character to the whole work 
as would inspire confidence and encourage liberal 
giving to the cause. But when he failed, and was 
compelled at last to go to the theological seminary 
and make choice of young men — ^good and prom- 
ising, but untried, unknown, and inexperienced — 
his heart sunk in him. He knew and felt that the 
most important missions in western cities would 
after all be regarded as experiments, and though 
the missionary and the mission might be well 
enough, the contributions would be too small to 
carry on the work in any way equal to the de- 
mands. The long list of excellent pastors whom 
he asked to take missions are indeed flattered by 
his opinion of their influence and fitness for im- 
portant and difficult positions, but if they should 
read his journal they could hardly fail to feel re- 
proved for their want of courage and self-denial. 
They declined, as their people refused to let them 
go, and still it was the very man to whom the 
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people held on that the miBsion most needed — ^not 
the man whom a whole congregation wanted to 
go. One brother writes him : 

Dear Brother Officer : — * * * I don't 
remember whether I informed yon that we collect- 
ed in my church last fall $143 for one of the mis- 
sions you spoke of when you were here. The 
money is in the treasurer's hands waiting your 
disposal. And now the difficulty you have in get- 
ting a suitable man for one of those stations in 
Missouri and Kansas has been weighing on my 
mind. It seems to me that the only solution of 
the problem is that some of us young men in the 
East cut loose and go there. I feel, as concerns 
myself in this way, if I am fit for this kind of 
work, — a point I sometimes question, — and you 
think I would do, I am ready to go. There are 
. plenty of men who would jump at the chance of 
my church here. They pay me $1,800, and the 
pew-rent covers that. And the pew-holders are 
almost without a single exception communicant 
members and regular in attendance. The church 
is strong, only $4,000 in debt, and in a fair way to 
pay that off. Take these things into consideration 
and write me candidly whether you think I could 
justly leave to go into the western mission-work. 
I can preach and do pastoral work. My only fear 
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is that I am not rough and enterprising enough 
for your western people. If no one eke will go 
into the breach, why then some of us easy-berthed 
fellows must lead the forlorn hope. I am ready to 
go. Do not imagine from this that I am dissatis- 
fied. My people are kind and liberal. The 
church is growing,— getting more spiritual I 
think, — and I am very happy in my work, but the 
qiiestion is : Could not some one who is unwilling 
to go West take ray place and let me go ? ^' * * 

Tours in Christ, 

Well, in this connection the question may arise. 
Does the cause of Christianity require many of its 
ministers to have that entire self-consecration to 
its interests which influenced Mr. Officer to go to 
Africa and to work in these traveling agencies 
when he might have " settled in some quiet coun- 
try charge ? " 

Having reached home, he found letters awaiting 
him, but writes, " [NTone affording encouragment, 
some quite discouraging from sources in the East 
whence I had hoped to get aid in the support of 
our missionaries." 

October 11. He came to the meeting of the 
Maryland Synod. The high waters prevented the 
attendance of most of the. members, and the few 
predent resolved themselves into a conference. 
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This was a great disappointment, as he had hoped 
that the synod would undertake to support at 
least one missionary in the West. He had also 
expected to meet the Executive Committee. 

He hastened on to Baltimpre, had a meeting of 
the committee, arranged for paying at once the 
sums due the missionaries, and then commenced 
visiting the churches and presenting the condition 
and prospects of the western missionary field. In 
soliciting aid he asked for subscription and cash 
everywhere and of anybody. His pleadings were 
"not without effect. The people responded, and 
while the largest liberality was not fully equal to 
the vastness of the work, still he was able after- 
ward to go West and encourage the people there 
to organize, and to make them fair promises of aid 
from the East. At the close of his appeal in the 
First English Lutheran Church, in Baltimore, one 
member pledged himself in the sum of six hun- 
dred dollars for the support of a missionary for 
one year in Kansas City. 

He sought to adapt his measures to the condi- 
tion of the churches. In some places he sought 
to have a congregation undertake the support of 
a mission. In a number of places he arranged to 
have the teachers and officers of the Sunday-schools 
made life members of the society. He also en- 
deavored to have each synod support a mission in 
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one of the more important cities of the West. He 
taxed his ingenuity to devise "ways and means/' 
He was so wrought up and inteHsified in this work 
that he became as sensitive as an electrotype^ 
buoyant or depressed as each successive efibrt was 
successful or unsuccessful. At one time he writes, 
" The want of hearty co-operation, together with 
the difficulties out in the missionary fields, have 
greatly disheartened me." At another time, 
" Thank God that some of the people and pastors 
at least are heartily, in this work." His incessant 
labor of body and mind brought on prostration, at- 
tended at times with great despondency, and he 
would think of obtaining relief by giving up the 
work. 

October 26. He came to Baltimore and wrote, 
" I have now been reflecting on our entire mission- 
work and prospects, with a view to determine 
whether I shall actually refuse to go on in this 
superintendency, so-called, — though it is only 
the doing myself the drudgery of the work in the 
field West and in the church East, — or whether I 
shall continue and try to cultivate in myself a 
more hearty interest in the cause, and then in 
others. I had almost resolved to decline contin- 
uance and offer myself as missionary to one of 
the places now under consideration. I have 
longed for release from this labor and Fesponaibil- 
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itj. And then my desire to be more at home with 
my family has inclined me to settle down at some 
one place. I have thought much over this whole 
question, and only feel more and more perplexed. 
I have been able to decide nothing, but will try to 
pray more and more earnestly to God for direction 
and aid, and for him to move the hearts of our 
people to engage in this needful work. I retire 
to-night with a sorrowful and burdened heart." 

He continued his efforts [in the East until the 
8th of November, and then came home. Found 
miany letters, as usual. His correspondence seem- 
ed to be continually increasing. The letters were 
not left to accumulate at home during his long 
absence, but were, from time to time, forwarded 
to him at places which he would designate. He 
continued constantly going about, writing letters, 
and asking for money and men to promote the 
work. After arranging missionary business at 
Bryan, Urbana, Orrville, and Alliance, — towns in 
Ohio, — he came to Springfield and Dayton to 
solicit money for the purchase of a church-lot in 
Des Moines. He found the people of Dayton 
overtaxed, and went on to Cincinnati. He finally 
succeeded by "hard work." 

January 17, 1867. He commenced a series of 
meetings in Massilon, Ohio, hoping to awaken an 
interest there that might be added to the support 
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of Alliance^ but the unexpected removal of Bev. 
Mr. Bown discouraged the efiort. He closed the 
meeting, and coming home found among his let 
ters a cherished hope crushed by a brother declin- 
ing, finally, to go to Atchison, Kansas. "No en- 
couragement in the work," is the short but signifi- 
cant entry. 

February 8. " Started on another tour to the far 
West. Stopped at TJrbana, Springfield, Dayton, 
Cincinnati, and other points, to arrange for mis- 
sionary work and to solicit aid. Keached St. 
Louis on the 13th, and spent two days there look- 
ing after members of the Lutheran Church." He 
attained wonderful skill in finding these people in 
any place he visited. By pursuing the method of 
a regular canvasser he would have beforehand all 
the information that could be obtained from ac- 
quaintances and former pastors. He always heard 
all that was said concerning any one who had re- 
moved to some western town. 

February 15. "Came to Jefferson City, Mis- 
souri. Found no encouragement to organize, and 
came on to Tipton. Walked, late in the evening, 
two and a half miles through the mud and dark 
to a lodging-place at Bro. Stems'. Pound a warm 
reception, and talked until late at night. 

February 16. " Saturday. Made appointments 
for preaching at Tipton one week from next Sun- 
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day, and took the back for Versailles, eighteen 
miles distant. Keached there in the evening, and 
was most warmly greeted by the Stovers/' Here 
he spent some days preaching in the court-house. 
"A blessed work." On Thursday, the 21st, he 
organized a church here, and received members, 
four by letter, two by profession of faith, and two 
by confirmation. They adopted a constitution, 
and elected church officers. 

February 22. " Came back to Tipton. Visited 
and preached. Organized with twenty members 
by letter and two by confirmation. 

February 28. Came back to St. Louis. Here, 
after operating six days, he called a meeting of 
the members he had found in the parlor of Mr. H. 
Crenling, 1425 Lucas Place. In consequence of a 
violent snow-storm only a few were present. 
They, however, decided to proceed with the busi- 
ness and submit their acts to the absent members. 
They resolved to undertake the founding of a 
church, and appointed John A. Shultz chairman 
of a committee to circulate a subscription for a 
church-lot, and William D. Gouzhom chairman 
of a committee to make inquiry for members in 
the city. Mr. Officer proposed to aid them in pro- 
curing a pastor, to have the society appropriate 
$600 toward his support the first year, and to 
secure them $1,000 toward the erection of a chap- 
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el after they should purchase a lot and commence 
the work of building. 

March 10. Kansas City. Preached Sunday 
morning in the Congregational church, and in the 
evening lectured on Africa, in the Presbyterian 
church. 

* 

After spending some five days here in prepara- 
tory work, he organized a congregation and had 
committees appointed to carry forward the work. 

When last in the East he had arranged with one 
of the synods, which refused to co-operate with 
the society, to furnish the funds to found two mis- 
sions in Missouri. He was to recommend the 
stations, and the synod'a missionary committee 
was to designate the missionaries. He came on, 
selected a field, and reported; but there was some 
misunderstanding, and he was informed that the 
synod would not sustain the action of their own 
committee. He writes : 

"This refusal to co-operate is the ruin of our 
cause. When they were not able to procure a 
second man for a place in Missouri, I proposed 
that they take the Des Moines Mission instead. 
To this their committee agreed, and our' commit- 
tee acquiei3ced. On this I ceased to raise means 
for Des Moines, and came out here to do other 
parts of the work; and now while busy here, and 
unable to return at once, I get the intelligence that 
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a whole conference repudiates the action of their 
committee, and the mission is unprovided for. I 
have felt like retiring to some lonely spot and 
weeping over our miserable policy and miserable 
condition as a church. God have mercy upon us !" 

March 18. " Visited among the Scandinavians 
at Lawrence, Kansas. Arranged for a meeting of 
consultation with them on Sunday afternoon in 
the Presbyterian church, where I preached morn- 
ing and evening. There were eighteen present at 
the meeting. I stated that if they saw fit to un- 
dertake the founding of an English Lutheran 
church the society would aid in procuring a min- 
ister and supporting him here and at Topeka. 
After some deliberation they resolved to undertake 
the work, and meet to-morrow evening to organize. 
In the meantime I procured some additional names, 
and on Monday evening we organized with twenty- 
seven members, adopted a constitution, and elected 
officers. I recorded the proceedings. May the 
Lord bless this infant church ! " 

March 19. " Came to Topeka, and operated 
until the 7th of April, when on Sunday afternoon, 
in the governor's room, Bro. McAfee having 
charge of it, we organized a church, adopted a 
constitution, elected officers, and resolved to pur- 
chase a church-lot. I agreed to give one fourth 
of its cost, and paid to Bro. McAfee, trustee elect, 

26 
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one hundred dollars for that purpose." During 
these eighteen days the weather was exceedingly 
bad, even for that climate, yet he prosecuted the 
work at Topeka, and made a visit to Lawrence and 
Kansas City to encourage the people and preach 
for them. He also wrote forty-four letters, and an 
appeal to two church-papers for aid in behalf of 
Des Moines. 

April 12. "Came home, and remained seven 
days writing letters, making reports, and arranging 
papers." 

April 20. "Came to Alliance and found the 
mission much distracted and discouraged. * * 
Indeed, the condition of things is worse than be- 
fore we organized. My very soul is sick; and now 
as I retire, near midnight, I can only cast the bur- 
den — ^the heavy burden of care — on the Lord." 

After operating four days he called a meeting 
for consultation. At this meeting it was resolved 
to go on with the undertaking; also to take steps 
preparatory to erecting a house of worship, and 
invite Rev. Mr. Crouse to become pastor. 

May 8. "Wednesday. At St. Louis, Missouri. 
Am sick with cold taken two days ago, having 
been out most of two nights. Find the members 
here still in pretty good spirits. Visited until 
Sunday morning, when I preached to the English 
Lutherans, in the Methodist Episcopal church on 
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Fifteenth Street The number present was en- 
couraging. Preached in the evening in the Ger- 
man Evangelical church on Fifteenth and Car 
Streets." 

" Tuesday evening we met at the house of Bro. 
A. J. Shultz, on Twentieth Street, and organized 
tj adopting a constitution and electing officers; 
also resolved to solicit subscriptions for the pur- 
chase of a church-lot." 

Friday. " Still visiting. Am weary to-night 
with labor and care — care concerning the whole 
work here and elsewhere. The Lord help me!" 

Saturday. "We now have seven hundred dol- 
lars subscribed for a church-lot. I am much per- 
plexed by letters received to-day." 

Sunday. At 9:00 a. m. visited a candidate 
for confirmation, who is sick, and gave instruction 
to two others. At 12:30 p. M. had preparatory 
services, and received two by confirmation. At 
8:00 p. M. had communion services. " Every 
member, except one family in the country, was 
present. The little band now numbers twenty- 
two. Thou great Head of the Church, preserve, 
edify, guard, and enlarge this little church ! I am 
sick to-night; prostrated, and depressed in spirit." 

Tie remained here until Thursday, visiting and 
writing letters, and then came home. 

May 25. The mission at Mt, Vernon having 
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failed to make the last payment on the church 
property, he visited Aat place to arrange for liq- 
uidating the debt. 

May 30. On his way East he stopped at Wash- 
ingtonville, Ohio, to see some brethren assembled 
at a conference. He preached for them in the 
evening, and reached Philadelphia City the next 
day at noon. Here he had a consultation with 
the editors of the Observer, and called on Dr. Hut- 
ter, secretary of the Church-Extension Society, to 
solicit a loan for Kansas City. 

June 6. Presented the condition and wants of 
our missions in the West to the New Jersey Synod, 
in session at German Valley, New Jersey. "The 
synod appropriated $50 from its treasury, and sev- 
eral pastors invited me to visit their churches in 
behalf of missions." 

June 10. Presented the mission-work to the 
Synod of Central Pennsylvania, in session at Lew- 
istown. The synod agreed to give $1,500 to the 
erection of a chapel at Kansas City. 

He remained in the East until the 24th of June. 
Visited many churches and individuals in an effort 
to obtain money and men for the mission-work. 
Had an iiiiportant business meeting with the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, and came home. 

June 26. Sick. Prom this imtil the 1st of 
August he was disabled by rheumatism from trav- 
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eling. Part of the time he wae very much pros- 
trated, and suftered intense pain. One day his 
wife came to his hed and found a pleasant smile 
on his countenance, and he said, ^^ Susan, do you 
know the pain has all left me? I asked God that 
it might not be greater than I could bear without 
crying out, and that instant it all, all left me, and 
I am now perfectly free from pain." During all 
this time he conducted his correspondence as us- 
ual; arranging for the location of missionaries and 
their support, for incorporating some of the 
churches that were asking for loans from the 
Church-Extension Society, sending communica- 
tions to some of the church papers, and corre- 
sponding with a synodical committee on the 
subject of a female seminary. Part of this work 
was done when he was unable to be out of bed, he 
using a pencil to write with. Sometimes he at- 
tempted to write letters in pencil when he was too 
weak, and had to defer it. 

August 3. He attends to missionary business in 
the Miami Synod, at Xenia, Ohio. There was a 
long but friendly discussion. The synod agreed 
to give $1,000 for the building of a chapel at Des 
Moines. 

August 4. " Sunday. Not able to go out. Most 
of the day in bed, reading Stephenson's History of 
Methodism — a really inspiring book.' 
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August 10. Attended a meeting of the joint 
council of the missionary charge at Van Wert, 
Ohio. 

August 11. Attending the meeting of the East 
Ohio Synod. 

August 17. Brought the claims of the Topeka 
mission before the West Pennsylvania Synod, at 
Chambersburg. "The brethren met the case 
nobly by raising the means for the missionary's 
support, and pledging to raise by the 1st of March, 
1868, $2,000 for the erection of a chapel." 

October 4. Addressed the East Pennsylvania 
Synod at Pottsville on the subject of home mis- 
sions. The synod agreed to give $2,000 for the 
erection of a chapel at Wheeling, Virginia, and 
$300 to the support of the missionary. 

October 10. He came to the meeting of the 
Maryland Synod at Washington City, and here 
received some discouraging letters from missiona- 
ries. "These letters," he writes, "together with 
some evidences of lack of interest in our missions, 
on the part of some of the members of the synod, 
have filled me with sorrow, and I retire to-night 
sad at heart indeed. May the Lord direct me in 
my duties and efforts at this synod." 

October 12. "Addressed the synod on the subject 
of home missions. The synod agreed to give the 
society $600 for the support of missionaries, and 
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$4,000 toward the purchase of church property. 
The Lord be praised for this result. It may yet 
require much effort on our part to carry these 
promises into effect, but the action was so har- 
monious that it is a great gain." 

October 19. Addressed the New York Synod, 
at Red Hook, New York, on home missions. 

While attending these synods he visited many 
churches and individuals at York, Harrisburg, 
Reading, Baltimore, and New York City, parcel- 
ing out the work and soliciting special aid for par- 
ticular objects. 

November 2. " I find some of the members at 
Van Wert, Ohio, much disheartened. * * * 
They seem unwilling to make another effort. I 
sympathise with these dear brethren. Only twen- 
ty here and a few in the country, and they promise 
me $500 toward my support if I will become pas- 
tor. I feel inclined to do so." 

December 25. He came to Van Wert and re- 
mained twelve days. At the request of the breth- 
ren he circulated a subscription among the mem- 
bers of the congregation to determine how much 
could be raised for building a church. In two 
days he obtained $2,625, and handed over the 
book to the council to be circulated in the com- 
munity. 

January 1, 1868. " The Lord be praised for his 
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great goodness to me. The Lord keep me through 
this year, and make me more useful to men and 
more acceptable to himself. My earnest desire is 
that I may be more devout, more circumspect, and 
more efficient in doing godd. Ihope, by the bless- 
ing of God, to attain to greater heights in the di- 
vine life during this year. 

" I still remain at Yan Wert, and may soon de- 
termine to remove here. The people have been 
requesting it, and have made fair proposals. It is 
with this hope that they are now making such 
great exertion to build. I have been reflecting 
upon the matter for weeks, and have earnestly 
prayed for direction, and now feel much inclined 
to come. The opportunity for usefulness seems to 
be good. It seems to me that I can now retire 
from the general work without much iiyury to it; 
and therefore, upon the whole, I am almost ready 
to decide in favor of coming here. If this would 
be wrong, may the Lord in his goodness show it 
unto me." 

January 27. "Returned to Van Wert. Re- 
ceived notice from the secretary of the council 
here that I was formally and unanimously elected 
pastor of the mission-church on yesterday." 

January 28. " Have resolved to resign the su- 
perintendency, and accept the mission here." 

February 19. He sold his house in Mansfield, 
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and on the 28th rented one in Van Wert, and re- 
moved on the 19th of March. 

During the winter, except the time spent at Van 
Wert, he traveled constantly in Ohio, visiting the 
churches and soliciting aid for home missions. He 
continued the correspondence and general super- 
vision of the work after going to Van Wert until 
the meeting of the General Synod. 

April 24. Secured the co-operation of the Sus- 
quehanna Synod, with the society, and solicited in 
the churches of this synod until the meeting at 
Harrisburg. 

May 6. "Came to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania* 
Attended a jubilee meeting in the Lutheran 
church, and spoke briefly." 

At the meeting of the General Synod in Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania, in May, 1868, the society, 
having now operated two years under its amended 
constitution, reports, through Rev. C. A. Stork, 
corresponding secretary, that "there are sixteen 
of the twenty- one synods, which are in connection 
with the General Synod, now connected with the 
Home Missionary Society. The majority of these 
the general superintendent visited and induced to 
become responsible for the support of particular 
mission-fields, thus giving a new reliability to the 
operations of the society. 

"Immediately after the last session of the 
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society the nine missionaries of the Minnesota 
Synod, formerly supported by the society, were 
transferred to the funds of the old Pennsylvania 
Synod. The number supported during the past 
two years has been twenty-one. Of these, ten 
have withdrawn, being supported entirely by their 
own people or else have taken other charges. 
The missionaries now on the funds are eleven. 
The number is small, but the fields they occupy 
are of greater relative importance than any equal 
number that have ever been filled by the society's 
exertions before. 

" The disbursements, $10,042.78, were J3,210,04 
more than during the past term of two years, thus 
showing that the lamentable schism in the church, 
which took place at Ft. Wayne, has not resulted 
in any diminution, but rather an increase of activ- 
ity in the missionary operations of the General 
Synod. 

"A twofold work has been imposed upon the 
committee: first, the founding of missions; sec- 
ond, the completing and sustaining of the organ- 
ization of the society itself. In this work the 
general superintendent. Rev. M. Officer, has been 
eminently diligent and successful. He has ex- 
plored the field in person, selected the sites of the 
various missions, and secured the missionaries. In 
many cases he efte(ded in pei^on the first organiza- 
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ttons, and visited the synods to persuade them to 
co-operate and to secure their respective pledges to 
the several fields. The work of the committee, in 
conjunction with their faithful superintendent, has 
been almost entirely merely advisory." 

"On the 10th of February, 1868, the peculiar 
work for which he had been appointed, namely, 
the exploring of mission-fields, securing mission- 
aries, and obtaining the active co-operation of the 
dynods, being, in his own judgment and that of 
the committee, for the time completed, his resig- 
nation was tendered and accepted, and his ap- 
pointment made out as a missionary to Van Wert, 
Ohio." 

The report contains many interesting and en- 
couraging details, and concludes by recommending 
the removal of the Executive Committee from 
Baltimore to some point west of the AUeghanies. 
By the action of the society it was removed to 
York, Pennsylvania. 

May 12. " This session of the synod has been a 
most important, harmonious, and spiritual one — 
the best by far that I have ever attended." 

May 15. "At Baltimore, settling with the 
former treasurer and getting books, papers, etc." 

May 16. " Came to York. Met the new Ex- 
ecutive Committee on Home Missions, and handed 
over books, etc. The missionaries are all paid up 
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to the present time, and there is on hand the sum 
of $2,000. The new committee enter upon the 
work with money in hand, and the missions in a 
prosperous condition. May the Lord bless them 
and their work! I retire to-night with a feeling 
of relief, and hope soon to join my family and 
abide with them/* 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

MINISTRY AT VAN WERT, OHIO. 

May 26, 1868. " To-day, in company with the 
Building Committee, we staked off the site for the 
church edifice. Am not at all well." 

May 31. " Sunday. Preached in the morning 
in Melodeon Hall, and in the afternoon at Grove 
Church, six miles out." 

June 7. "Preached in Van Wert, and in the 
afternoon at the center of Liherty Township." 

July 25. " Saturday. This week I have been 
almost constantly employed in directing and 
working at the church edifice. We employed a 
builder here to prepare a draft and specifications 
for the workmen ; but he failed to furnish them, 
and I found it necessary to remain about the 
building almost the whole time and give direction 
and assistance. Indeed, I had to do this most of 
last week also, and I am, as a consequence, much 
fatigued and prostrated by the heat, which has 
been excessive for the last two weeks. My neck 
IB burned to blisters, and my face and hands are 
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blackened with the sun. Yet I enjoy this work 
It delights me to be among a brisk set of work- 
men, such as we have." 

October 25. " This has been a joyous day. At 
9 o'clock the Sunday-school met in the base- 
ment of our new church, and at lOJ o'clock Bro. 
Criley preached, after which I pronounced the 
dedication services, and then appealed to the peo- 
ple for funds to buy a bell. About $330 were sub- 
scribed in a little time." 

The death of Alice occurred March 1. She was 
an active child, and usually enjoyed good health. 
Under the excellent Christian nurture which she 
always received the power of divine grace man- 
ifested itself very early in life. At ten years of age 
flhe gave very decided evidences of piety, and 
united with the church. At this important crisis 
in her religious life her father most earnestly and 
carefully sought to give her correct views of Chris- 
tian experience and godly living. From Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania, he wrote : 

"My Dear Alice: — I was sorry to leave home 
on yesterday morning without talking to you 
specially about your religious state. There is 
nothing in all the world so important as our obe- 
dience to God and our firm faith in him. And as 
you have been led to think seriously about this, 
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and to resolve to live a Christian life, it is ueces- 
sary for you every day to reflect deeply on your 
duty to God and to pray for help to do right. You 
will often find yourself disinclined to do what you 
have purposed, and then will be led to doubt 
whether there ever has been anything good and 
true in your feelings and desires. At such times 
it will require much firmness of purpose and 
watchfulness, as well as prayer to avoid the wrong 
and persevere in the right. You must therefore 
keep your purpose fully set on what is proper, and 
often and earnestly pray for help to keep you 
faithful in Christ as a Savior from sin. Cast away 
at once every sinful and bad thought, and ask aid 
to banish it from your mind. Try to be patient, 
and control yourself whenever any temptation or 
trial occurs. Every time you succeed in doing 
this you will gain strength, and will also find holy 
comfort. Religion does not forbid us to be cheer- 
ful and happy, but only not to be foolish and sin- 
ful. The highest happiness is obeying God, who 
knows what is best for us in everything, and will 
not leave us without comfort if we are only faith- 
ful. I have not been well since I left home, and 
have had but little rest at night, and now am 
hardly fit to write a letter; but I feel so deep a 
concern for your state that I could not think of 
sending a note to mother without adding some- 
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thing to you. I want you to write to me when 
mother writes the next time. Oh, may God lead 
you, and keep you always in the right! 

"Your Father/' 

At another time he wrote : 

"My Dear Alice : — I had not made up my mind 
fully to leave home last night till after you had 
gone to rest, or I would have spoken further to 
you on the subject of your uniting with the 
church. You are, indeed, young to take such a 
step; but if you are — as I think you are — earnest 
and sincere in your efforts to live a Christian life, 
and to continue faithful as long as you live, it 
is right then to join the church. You yet have 
much to learn of the doctrines and truths of the 
Bible, and also much yet to attain in Christian 
life and right feeling and inclination; but these 
you can best learn and attain in the church if you 
only sincerely desire to do so. I think you know 
enough of the weighty obligations of church mem- 
bership to unite with the church. And then after 
you have united, as you know more of duty and 
understand more of the sacredness of the privileges 
you enjoy, you can still become more faithful 
in these duties and can enjoy more peace of mind. 
Be very earnest and sincere in this holy work. 
Pray much and think much on the high duties 
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you undertake. All our fitness and strength 
must at last come from God, who is always ready 
to aid us. Your Father." 

Early in November, 1868, Kittie, and afterward 
Maria, and then in January Alice, were all taken 
sick with typhoid fever. They lingered for weeks, 
at times quite sick, and then apparently improv- 
ing. But on the 19th of February Mr. Officer 
returned from Columbia, Indiana, where he had 
been for one week preaching each night, and 
found Alice not so well as when he left home. 
The disease had taken a new turn in her case. 
After some days counsel was called, and the doc- 
tors agreeing as to the nature of the disease and 
the treatment, were hopeful of her recovery. She 
continued, however, to decline. Her father gave 
tier the closest attention. He took great pains to 
ascertain her spiritual condition, and derived great 
satisfaction from it. She died at 1:30 p. m., Mon- 
day, March 1. "The night previous she grew 
weaker, and for a few hours, in the middle of the 
night, she stiffered very much, but grew more easy 
toward morning, when she fell into sleep, as she 
did at times. She talked deliriously, mostly about 
the Sunday-school, but on awakening was per- 
fectly rational. I at times talked with her and 
once prayed aloud with and for her. To my petir 

28 
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tions for an increase of her faith and spiritual com- 
fort, she most heartily responded. She afterward 
seemed to be greatly blessed, and an almost celes- 
tial smile dwelt upon her countenance, and her 
face seemed to be radiant with joy. This contin- 
ued more and more so till the last. During the 
forenoon of Monday she talked a great deal, and 
her conversation was truly heavenly. About an 
hour and a half before she expired she called Liz- 
zie and Maria to her bed and for about ten minutes 
spoke with a degree of wisdom, affection, and 
beauty that I have never heard excelled. It was 
a wonder to all that heard it. Next she called 
little Kittie, and for a few minutes spoke to her, 
giving the best advice and showing the deepest 
love. She afterward spoke of various matters to 
her mother and myself, and also to the doctor, 
who came in and remained till she died. Her 
countenance was, for the last few hours, lighted 
up with heavenly joy, and her death was the 
most easy and peaceful I have evel* beheld. Oh, 
how I thank God that it was so. We at once 
made arrangements for her funeral — for taking 
her body to Springfield to lay it beside her deceas- 
ed brother in the beautiful cemetery there." 

Her funeral was preached by Rev. Mr. Wells, in 
the basement of the Lutheran church, to a large 
audience, at eight o'clock in the evening, and at 
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midnight the whole family started with the corpse 
for Springfield, Ohio. " There Dr. Sprecher spoke 
to a considerable company of our friends assem- 
bled at Mrs. Rogers'^ and we then repaired to the 
cemetery." 

March 13. " Returned with the family to Van 
"Wert last evening. This evening as I sat for a 
while in our house I became almost overwhelmed 
with the thought that Alice is gone — never to re- 
turn to us here on earth. Oh, how this awful fact 
oppressed me ! Oh, how I wished to see her and 
speak to her again I But it can not be on earth. 
1 will hence strive the more to gain that heavenly 
world to which she has gone. May the God of 
grace and mercy help me ! " 

March 14. "After the morning services to-day 
I requested the members of the church to remain, 
and announced to them that as the climate here is 
so hostile to our children, as I have invitations to 
other work, and as we can now obtain the services 
of a good man to take my place, I have determined 
to resign, and leave by the 1st of April next." 

"There seems to be much regret among the 
members of our church and citizens of the place 
at my leaving. I too regret to leave so many 
warm friends, but think it my duty to my family 
and other departments of labor in the church." 

He came to this congregation when they had 
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eighteen members, and no church property. He 
left them twelve months after with a fine church 
edifice, all paid for so far as completed, and forty- 
two members. The audience-room was finished 
during the early part of the following summer, 
and there was a small indebtedness at the time of 
the dedication. 

April 1. "To-day wrote my fourth quarterly 
report as missionary at this place. And having 
been solicited by the Executive Committee of 
home missions to resume the superintendency, I 
have agreed to act in that capacity till the meeting 
of the General Synod, but can not see my way 
clear to return to that work permanently." 

April 2. " The Findlay church being vacant I 
promised to spend a Sunday here to advise. They 
propose to make a contribution to home mis- 
sions." 

After making arrangements to leave his family 
a few weeks at Van Wert, and visiting, some 
churches in Ohio, he set out to examine some 
places in the south-west, with a view to founding 
missions. 

On the 2l8t of April he had a consultation with 
the principal men in Murfreesboro, Illinois, and 
found the prospects pretty good. 

On the 23d of April he procured at St. Louis a 
f* free pass " on the Kansas Pacific Eailroad, and 
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aUo visited the pastor, tr«asurer, and some of the 
principal members of the mission at that place. 

He spent Sunday, April 25, at Topeka, Kansas, 
and found the mission-church prospering. 

On the 26th of April he came as far as Fort 
Harker in company with Dr. Sternberger. Thence 
lie came alone to Ogallah, and says, " This place is 
within the * plains/ or the * great American desert/ 
three hundred and eighteen miles from the eastern 
line of Kansas/' He went on to Sheridan, the 
terminus at that time of the railroad, and said to 
he two hundred miles from Denver City. "The 
country is truly a desert. Nothing but the short 
*buftalo grass' — not a tree nor a shrub to be seen," 

On returning, he came to Salina, but failed to 
see Mr. Johnson, the leading man among the Scan- 
dinavian Lutherans, and obtained very little in- 
formation. He then left the railroad, and came 
to Lindsay in company with Mr. Tucker, riding 
his horse half the way. "This/' he says, "is 
indeed a beautiful country. I obtained of Mr. 
Lambert a written agreement to deed to the 
church two lots opposite the square reserved for 
the court-house, if we build on them within two 
years. Came back to Salina in a wagon. Visited 
a number of families, — most of them Germans, — 
and some appear to be anxious to have a church. 
There are many Scandinavians here, but not many 
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of them can speak or understand English; more- 
over, they are suspicious of the men of the Gener- 
al Synod. I had a meeting for consultation, but 
they did not come. We appointed one Swede and 
one German as a committee of correspondence." 

April 30. "Called on some Germans and 
Swedes at Junction City, and arranged for cor- 
respondence." 

3Iay 1. "Spent the Sunday at Lawrence. 
Preached in the morning to a very good audience. 
The Sunday-school is prosperous. I am not well. 
My right lung is quite painful." 

This is the first record of any difficulty in his 
right lung J which afterward became seriously dis- 
eased and occasioned him so much sufifering. He 
then visited the missions at Kansas City, Tipton, 
and St. Louis, and on the 7th arrived at home, 
after an absence of twenty-three days and a jour- 
ney of 2,600 miles at an expense of only $35. He 
traveled with free passes. 

May 10. Brought the family to Fredericksburg, 
Ohio, to remain until after the meeting of the 
General Synod at Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia. 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

f 

AGENOY UNDER THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS. 

During the first two years of Mr. Officer's 
connection with the home mission-work he had 
experienced great difficulties, growing out of the 
very defective organization of the work as related 
to the General Synod's society. Hence, as already 
noticed, through his exertions and the co-opera- 
tion of the committee, important amendments 
were made in the society's constitution at the 
meeting in 1866. Under this amended constitu- 
tion very encouraging results were obtained, as is 
shown by the report in 1868. But there were still 
serious hinderances to the general work, growing 
out of the want of a permanent compact or union 
between the synods and a central agency. The 
society was not the General Synod; it was not 
created by it, and consequently was not its direct 
agent. Hencie the synods were not required to 
co-operate with the society ; or, if they did, could 
do so in whole or in part, and withdraw entirely 
at the close of any year. This " loose " organiza- 
tion gave rise to intricate and perplexing opera- 
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tions, attended occasionally by very unpleasant 
misunderstandings. Some synods appointed their 
own missionaries, selected their spheres of labor, 
paid part of the expenses out of their own treasur- 
ies, and by exchanging receipts left the society to 
carry on the work. And even this partial co- 
operation depended upon the annual renewal of it. 
Hence it was necessary for the society to have an 
agent present at each annual meeting of these 
synods ; and even then the union was not always 
maintained. Thus great expenses were incurred, 
intricate complications were continually to be ad- 
justed by an immense and difficult correspondence, 
and, after all, great uncertainty was ever embar- 
rassing the operations of the society, " as in under- 
taking a new enterprise they could never know 
what certainty there would be of continuing it.'^ 
It was therefore evident that, to the success of a 
central agency y the union of the synods with that 
agency must be made permanent and the co-oper- 
ation entire. 

In 1866, when the society's constitution was 
amended, the General Synod also appointed a 
committee to revise its constitution, with a view to 
centralization in general. The revision was pre- 
sented and adopted in 1868, and sent down to the 
district synods for ratification. It was now known 
by the action of these synpds that the new or 
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revised constitution would be declared in force at 
the approaching meeting; and, consequently, un- 
der its provisions there would be a general organi- 
zation of some of the most important spheres of 
church- work — especially of missionary work. 
Looking forward to the importance of wisely re- 
constructing the management of such great inter- 
est in Christ's kingdom, Mr. Officer writes : 

" I leave for the General Synod with anxiety. I 
do not feel that I am prepared for the duties 
before us there. Our present defective organiza- 
tion promises little efficiency in any department 
of labor committed to the general body. There is 
some efficiency of effi)rt in the district synods, but 
as a General Synod we are lamentably at fault. 
Practically, the great general interests of the 
church are not committed to the General Synod; 
and when they are, the district synods do not 
co-operate with each other through it. Men rep- 
resenting their respective synods come up to the 
conventions and talk and vote for immediate eftect, 
and then retire and go with their synods in iso- 
lated action. 

" I am urged on all sides to return to the super- 
intendency of home missions, but this persistent 
individualism and separatism almost disheartens 
me. I will, however, consider the proposition, 
and may return to the work." 
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The General Synod met in Washington, District 
of Columbia, on the 18th of May, 1869, and on 
the 14th the Home Missionary Society had its 
meeting, at which the Executive Committee re- 
ported. Their report contains full details, among 
which are these statements : 

" The work assigned us was to your committee 
one altogether new, * * and the interests in- 
volved of such vast importance that we entered 
UDon our work with much fear and self-distrust. 

"At our first meetings the Rev. Mr. OflEicer was 
present, and gave us a general view of the field 
occupied, and indicated other prominent points 
which we might with fair prospects of success oc- 
cupy. 

' '."The resignation of Rev. Mr. Officer, as general 
missionary superintendent, occasioned your newly- 
appointed committee great difficulties, as they had 
to rely solely upon the representations of others, 
both as to the places to be occupied and the mis- 
sionaries who were to be sent. 

" The former committee transferred to our care 
eleven missionaries. We have commissioned elev- 
en more. Six have withdrawn. There are now 
sixteen on the funds of the society. 

" The receipts of the past year exceeded those 
of former years. 
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"We were much embarrassed by not having a 
superintendent, both as to the points at which we 
could best employ our missionary efforts and the 
men suitable for those points. * * We, how- 
ever, rejoice to be able to report that we have 
recently secured the services of pur former efficient 
superintendent. Rev'. Morris Officer. 

" The good done calls upon us to thank the 
Lord for the past, and to take courage for the 
future." 

At the close of the meeting the following reso- 
lutions were adopted : 

" Hesolvedy That in the judgment of this society 
the time has come when it is 'expedient' for the 
General Synod to take charge of home mission- 
ary operations, as provided for in its constitution; 
* * and that so soon as it shall do so, this so- 
ciety shall be dissolved ; * * in the meantime 
our Executive Committee be instructed to continue 
the work as heretofore." 

This action was subsequently brought before 
the General Synod ; and it was 

''Resolved^ That the proposition of the Home 
Missionary Society, to transfer our home-mission 
interest and operations to the care of the General 
Synod, be accepted." 
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Eevs. Titus, Officer, and Buehler, Esq., were ap- 
pointed a committee to nominate a board of home 
missions. 

They reported the names of Revs. Lochman, 
D. D., Baum, D. D., Lilly, Officer, Menges, and 
Messrs. Smyser and Kraber, as members of said 
Board. And they further reported that the Board 
shall always consist of seven members, who shall 
be elected at each meeting of the General Synod 
by ballot. This report was adopted ; and the old 
society disbanded, and the board of home missions 
organized and took charge of the effiBcts of the 
society. 

This was the culmination of Mr. Officer's cher- 
ished "plan," so far as the general organization 
wad^oncerned. This board was created by the 
church through its delegates, and was directly 
under the authority and direction of the church ; 
and as the General Synod's new constitution re- 
quired that " as the representative body of all the 
synods, connected therewith shall make provision 
for the general missionary operations of the 
church," it now became the duty of the district 
synods to transact all their missionary work di- 
rectly through this central agency; and thus 
secure unity and harmony, and confidence, as well 
as greater strength and efficiency to the whole 
work. 



f 
I 

r 



SBY. M0BRI8 OFFICBB. 418 

From the time of his first acceptance of the 
superintendency in 1864, Mr. Officer had taken a 
conspicuous part in every movement of the church 
that looked to greater concentration of eiibrts, 
and had labored persistently to place the home 
imssion-work upon the comprehensive basis ob- 
tained in the organization of the present Board. 
In bringing about this result, he showed his organ- 
izing abilities more than in any work he ever did. 
Only those who were his immediate co-laborers 
will ever understand the difficulties that were 
overcome, and the immense labor performed in 
securing our present excellent system of home- 
mission operations. Earnestly, however, as he 
had contended for this plan, and enthusiastic as 
he was in regard to the final results, he still main- 
tained that "if by reason of any hinderance 
whatever it could not be made to subserve the 
end for which it was designed it should be dis- 
solved by the same authority that had created it/* 
He did not deem centralization in this matter an 
absolute necessity, nor separate synodical action 
in itself wrong. He only asked for this plan a 
"trial." 

The organization of this work in the General 
Synod was by no means the most difficult part. 
To induce the synods and the churches generally 
to conform their work to this central plan was 
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attended by immense labor and the tedious adjust* 
ing of many perplexing details. 

The Board in entering upon its work requested 
that the synods each appoint an advisory commit- 
tee, with which it could communicate, and transfer 
their missions and missionary work to it. 

After the adjournment of the General Synod, 
Mr. Officer spent some time at York in assisting 
to organize the Board and prepare for carrying 
forward the work under the new regimen. 

On the 5th of June he secured the co-operation 
of the Susquehanah Synod. 

On the 10th of June he requested the Synod of 
Central Pennsylvania to transfer their missions to 
our Board and co-operate with us. 

After a lengthy and friendly discussion, the 
request was granted almost unanimously. 

"These synods have transferred their missions 
to us, but it will require a great deal of labor and 
management to put the plan into operation, and 
get the missions into proper working order. My 
heart desponds at the difficulties besetting the 
Board, — difficulties arising from lack of proper 
organization, lack of means, and lack of order in 
the missions." 

After spending considerable time in the East 
arranging missionary business, especially in trans- 
ferring this work from synodical committees to 
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the Board, and soliciting aid, he came to his family 
at Fredericksburg, and after a short stay, set out 
on the twelfth of July for the north-west. 

At Galesburg, Illinois, he arranged to secure for 
the Swedish Lutheran Church a loan of $500 
from the Church-Extension Society, and had the 
pastor, Rev. Mr, Anderson, commissioned at $26 
per quarter. 

At Polo he found about thirty members willing 
to organize, provided Rev. Mr. Lipe would be- 
come their pastor; but the call was not accepted. 

He then visited the missions at Cedar Rapids, 
IN'ewtony and Des Moines, and went to Sioux City, 
where he was greatly disappointed in n«t finding 
Lutheran people as had been reported to him. 
Returning, he explored at Missouri Valley Junc- 
tion, Council Bluffs, and spent a Sabbath at Oma- 
ha with Rev. Mr. Kuhns, the Lutheran minister. 
At the close of the day he wrote: 

" This afternoon I attended the funeral of a lit- 
tle child whose father is absent in the western 
mountains. The mother had to bear alone the 
heavy grief. Oh, how my heart felt for her! 
And how much I thought of the dreadful trials to 
which my dear wife is subjected when our dear 
children are afflicted in my absence. I thought 
of the time when my own little Samuel died in 
the arms of his mother, and I was so far away and 
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barely reached home in time for the funeral. All 
this evening my mind has dwelt upon our two de- 
parted children — our dear Alice and Samuel. 
How I have longed to see them ! How, when I 
have thought of them, I have even desired life to 
be short that I might soon be with them ! But 
then when I think of dear little ones yet alive, — 
yet exposed to error and vice in this wicked 
world, — how I have longed to be with them, and 
to live till I see them grown up and established in 
the ways of piety. When I thus think of my 
duty to these little ones I am led to doubt whether 
I -am doing right in absenting myself so much, 
even for the good cause of home missions. On 
this subject I am often greatly perplexed." 

From Omaha going south he visited the mis- 
sions at St. Joseph, Atchison, Lawrence, Topeka, 
Kansas City, and St. Louis, spending some time at 
each place counseling with the members, and seek- 
ing to promote the interest of these new organiza- 
tions, some of which were discouraged by difficul- 
ties. On the 22d of August he came East to 
attend the meeting of the Wittenberg Synod, in 
Van Wert, Ohio, but immediately after the close 
of its sessions, he returned to attend the meeting 
of the JSTorthern Illinois Synod, at Dixon. Here 
on the 30th, after considerable discussion, he pro- 
cured an action of synod favoring the Galesburg 
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church. He then came to the meeting of the 
Miami Synod, at Osborn, Ohio, secured the neces- 
sary action in regard to home missions, spent the 
Sabbath with the mission at Urbana, Ohio, and 
reached his family at Fredericksburg on the 6th 
of September, after an absence of fifty-seven days. 

September 9. . " Making preparations to remove 
to York, Pennsylvania, in which place the Board 
desire me to locate. Have hesitated; would rather 
go to some one of the stations in the West." 

September 10. " This afternoon with sore mis- 
givings I started with my dear family for the 
East." 

Leaving his family at Canton, he spent the 
Sunday at Wheeling, Virginia, and writes, " I feel 
much depressed in spirit by the fact that we have 
not the funds to go on with the building which 
has.been undertaken here, and the foundation laid. 
Otherwise the mission is prosperous." He then 
came to Pittsburgh, met his familj, and taking 
them to Lewistown, Pennsylvania, he went to the 
meeting of the Alleghany Synod, at Bedford, and 
says, " So far this synod has acted independently 
of the General Synod's society in the work of 
home missions. It has accomplished a good work 
in Nebraska, especially at Omaha. But the mis- 
sions it now has in that state are not so important, 
nor eo prosperous as hitherto ; and the degree of 

27 
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0UCC6S8 which has attended their operations will 
not follow these of the next ten years. 

On the 16th he again writes, " To-day, after a 
lengthy discussion, the synod resolved to transfer 
its missions and mission-funds to the Board but 
not with entire unanimity. Perhaps one third 
voted against it. This is unfortunate." 

On the 21st of September he rented a house at 
York, Pennsylvania, for six months from the Ist 
of October, and engaged boarding for the family. 
He then set out for the West, and, after visiting 
some churches on the way, came to Van Wert, 
where he delivered a long-promised lecture on 
West Africa. After shipping his household goods, 
which had been in store at this place since the 
10th of last May, he came to the meeting of the 
Northern Indiana Synod at Monroeville. After 
having the missionary business properly disposed 
of here, he came to the East Ohio Synod at 
Wooster. Here he writes, "Had a pleasant day 
with the brethren in the transaction of missionary 
business. They resolved to make increased efforts 
to secure funds during the coming year." 

On the 1st of October, Mr. OflScer came to the 
East Pennsylvania Synod at Lebanon. This synod 
transferred its missions and funds to the Board. 
A lengthy discussion was had in an effort to make 
up its pledge to the Wheeling mission. 
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October 5. "At home. Find numerouB letters 
here urging me to come to several places imme- 
diately. Ther^ have been some crooked proceed- 
ings by men of whom I would have expected dif- 
ferent conduct.'* 

October 6. "Moving. I am truly glad .we are 
together again in our own hired house. Having 
now fully entered upon the duties of secretary of 
home missions, I am resolved to do all in my 
power to promote the work ; and may God enable 
to be faithful and give me success." 

October 9. " Had a long session of the Board, 
but did not finish the business which has been 
accumulating for some months." 

October 10. " Sunday. Preached this morning 
after a busy week in business matters. One who 
has been occupied with other matters all the week 
should not undertake to preach on Sunday." 

October 16. " Missionary business was properly 
disposed of to-day in the Maryland Synod, at 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania." 

October 25. " After a lengthy discussion in the 
Synod of TSew York, at Brooklyn, Ifew York, 
missionary matters were disposed of in accordance 
with the request of the Board." 

November 19. "After an absence of six days at 
various places, I reached home this evening. 
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Twenty-two letters awaiting my return. What 
an amount of writing this work requires ! '* 

During the thirty days of November he wrote 
one hundred and three letters; preached ten times ; 
lectured three times; spoke to Sunday-schools four 
times ; attended two long sessions of the Board 
for which he previously prepared the business and 
made the minutes during the sessions^ and after- 
ward recorded them ; attended one meeting of 
the Church-Extension Board; spent nearly two 
days in a meeting of the committee on the revision 
of the hymn-book; wrote three communications 
for church papers; attended two conference meet- 
ings; and traveled many miles. And yet he 
writes, " I have not been able to attend to all that 
was demanded." He also complains that " this 
variety of employment causes great waste of time.'* 

December 11. "Came to Altoona, Pennsylva- 
nia, to consult with the chairman and treasurer of 
the Advisory Board of the Alleghany Synod. 
Find the synod is still in debt to its missionaries 
and its treasurer. In this condition of their mis- 
sions and funds, the Advisory Board think it not 
best to make a transfer of their missions." 

December 19.. "Came to St. Louis, Missouri, 
stopping on business at Pittsburgh and Mendota." 

Here he had some consultation with the mem- 
bers concerning their church, and made appoint- 
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ments for Rev. Mr. Corbett. The following day he 
continued his tour west. He visited Tipton, Kan- 
sas City, Lawrence, Topeka, Emporia, Abalene, 
Salina, and returned to St. Louis on the morning 
of January 1, 1870. 

January 5. "Procured passes on the various 
railroads terminating here." 

He then visited and explored Macon City, 
Bucklin, Chillicothe, and returned to St. Louis. 

January 18. " Arrived here this morning after 
a cold, disagreeable ride all night. Found Bro. 
Corbett here and in good heart. He had been 
elected pastor by the mission, and was willing to 
take charge. I gave him a commission for one 
year at $600." 

January 21. " Our church in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
having commenced a missionary Sunday-school in 
the city, can do nothing more just now for home 
missions." 

January 23. " Remained over Sunday at Day- 
ton, Ohio, and preached on home missions." 

January 27. "Came home at twelve o'clock 
last night and found all well. Thank God for his 
goodness." 

On the 12th of February he lectured on Africa 
in behalf of our mission-church at Bellefonte. 

February 14. "Had a long meeting with the 
church-council at Lock Haven, on the financial 
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condition of our mission here. They have pur- 
chased an eligible lot, and put up a beautiful and 
substantial building which is now covered. The 
mission is, however, embarrassed by debt. The 
pastor has resigned." 

He made three visits to this mission in an 
effort to promote its interests, and the last time 
returned quite dissatisfied. He says: "My trip 
was almost useless, though expensive. This use- 
less expenditure of time and money, and trouble, 
and separation from my family, sometimes so op- 
presses me that I can hardly maintain a determin- 
ation to continue in this work." 

During the following summer and winter he con- 
tinued the usual work of writing letters, transact- 
ing business with the missions and the Board, 
attending synods, visiting missions, establishing 
new ones, and soliciting aid, until, in May, 1871, he 
was prostrated with severe illness, which lasted 
for several weeks just preceding the meeting of 
the General Synod in Dayton, Ohio, in June, 1871. 

Having acted as secretary of the Board of 
Church-Extension Society, and of the Board of 
home missions during the past two years, it be- 
came his duty to prepare the biennial reports. His 
protracted sickness greatly hindered him ; but by 
having these Boards meet in his room when he 
was too sick to leave it, he forced himself through 
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the work and prepared very accurate and satisfac- 
tory reports. He cherished to the last the hope of 
being able to present them in person to the synod, 
but his sickness continued. (See proceedings of 
General Synod, 1871.) 

The following are brief extracts from the first 
biennial report of the Board of home missions : 

" The Board organized at York, Pennsylvania, 
June 3, 1869, by the election of Dr. Lochman 
president, Rev. M. Officer secretary, and E. G. 
Smyser, Esq., treasurer. 

" At subsequent meetings the Board adopted for 
their government a code of by-laws. 

" The aggregate receipts are $23,063.79, and the 
expenditures $23,018.85. 

"The missions transferred from the former 
society were sixteen^ from district synods twenty- 
one, and undertaken by the Board thirteen^ making 
in all fifty that have received support. Of these, 
eleven have attained self-support, and six have 
been suspended, or abandoned, leaving thirty-one 
now under the care of the Board. 

" It has been one of the first objects of the 
Board to have the missions under its care worthy 
of the support of the church. They have, there- 
fore, abandoned some missions transferred to 
them, as not deserving of further aid; and the 
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others they have endeavored to render as order- 
ly and eftective as possible; and though in a very 
few there are chronic troubles not yet overcome, 
yet it is only true to say that the church has 
never before sustained so large a number of im- 
portant and promising missions, nor so many 
worthy and efficient missionaries. 

" The aggregate receipts presented in this report 
do not show the entire amount of contributions of 
synods now in co-operation with the Board, for 
the accounts of several of the synods were great- 
ly in arrears at the time of the transfer of their 
missions, and the larger part, in some instances 
the entire amount, of their home missiourfands 
had to be retained to liquidate this indebtedness. 
* * This has greatly embarrassed the Board. 
But as the debts are all paid, or nearly so, the re- 
ceipts of the Board will hereafter be greater. Be- 
aides, the appropriations for the current year are 
less by two thousand dollars than the amount 
of annual receipts for the past year, so that there 
is a fair prospect that the Board — or any other 
agency that the church may employ — will be able, 
in a year from this date, to undertake a number 
of new missions, unless the synods fail to co-op- 
erate. 

"The apology for the length- and minuteness of 
this report is : First, that being the first one it was 
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necessary to present the organization of the Board; 
and secondly, that being the workings of a nbw 
PLAN it seemed right to give the results in such 
detail as would aflford information of practical 
value, and also show the circumstances under 
which the plan has been tried. 

^^In view of the fact that some synods have not 
transferred their missions to the Board, and seem 
to be of the opinion that they have a right to con- 
trol them and retain their funds, the Board re- 
spectfully recommends that the General Synod 
render a decision as to whether, under the present 
regulations, a district synod has such right/' 

After paying a merited compliment to the mem- 
bers of the Board, he adds : 

" I feel constrained yet to add that throughout 
the two years the Board have not only cheerfully 
aided me in my work whenever I requested it, but 
nave also shown me great kindness, personally. 

"Respectfully submitted. 

"M. Officer, Secretary. 

'•York, Pa., June i, 1871.** 

* The report as a whole was adopted, and also the 
following resolutions : 

"1. That the General Synod holds that independ- 
ent synodical action in the home mission-fields is 
inconsistent with the designs of establishing a cen- 
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tral Board, and that we urgently request the dis- 
trict synods in future to conduct all their home 
missionary operations through the Board. 

" 2. That the General Synod is highly gratified 
with the success of our home missionary work ; 
that it hereby expresses its sense of the disinter- 
ested services of the Board ; that the missionaries 
have our cordial sympathies, and we pledge them 
our support and prayers; that the services of a 
secretary or general agent is necessary, and that 
our confidence in the pre-eminent qualifications of 
Rev. M. Officer for the labor is hereby expressed ; 
and while we regret his inability to meet with us, 
we sympathize with him in his afflictions, and 
sincerely and earnestly desire that he may be able 
and willing to continue to serve the church in this 
most important and promising department of 
Christian activity." 

The estimate in which Mr. Officer's services were 
held is indicated by the following letter: 

"Dayton, June 13, 1871 

" Dear Bro. Officer : — Your several letters are 
received. I much — ^very much indeed — regret to 
learn in yours, by Mrs. Officer, that you are not so 
well as you have been ; but I trust by the time we 
reach home we will find you well, or comparative- 
ly so. For this will we pray, and for this the 
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prayers of many brethren have gone to the throne 
of grace. And here let me say, my dear brother, 
in reference to your plain allusion to the matter of 
abandoning the work in which you have with so 
much self-sacrifice and earnestness been laboring, 
that could you have heard all the remarks in refer- 
ence to your labors, the almost unanimous expres- 
sion of its success and of favor of the present plan 
of operations and the unanimous vote on the reso- 
lution in reference to the obligations of all the 
synods to co-operate, you would, I am sure, feel 
that it is God's will that you should continue in 
the work, if he in his good pleasure will answer 
our prayers and restore you to health. * * * 
God bless you and yours. 

"E. G. Smtskr." 

The hearty approval which this synod gave to 
the " present plan " of conducting the missionary 
interest of the church must have afforded him the 
highest satisfaction. It was for this plan he had 
labored on perseveringly for seven years; and now 
that it had been on trial, and gave such general 
satisfaction, it was some reward, — indeed to him a 
very great reward for his labor. The " unani- 
mous vote " defining the duty of all the synods to 
co-operate with the Board was the finishing stroke 
in this complete organization; and though time 
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often develops circumstances which the Board 
can not foresee, and they are humbled with the con- 
sciousness that mistakes have been made, yet the 
church, acting through the General Synod, after 
six years of " trial," has expressed no dissatisfac- 
tion with this "plan" of carrying on its missionary 
work, but on the contrary has grown more con- 
fident and hence more liberal in its support of the 
cause. 

Mr. Officer has very justly said, " No form of 
organization can be a substitute for a proper mis- 
Bionary zeal; nevertheless, right organization has 
something to do with fostering that zeal. On this 
account it is very important that the organization 
be founded on true principles ; for it is impossible 
for a church, or a m.an, to become truly great on 
false principles." 

Having overworked himself, Mr. Officer became 
sick and discouraged, resigned the secretaryship, 
and withdrew from the home missionary work of 
the Lutheran Church. 



fiBY. MORRIS oroioER. 429 



CHAPTER XIX. 

BBMOVAL TO KANSAS, AND MINISTRY IN THE CON- 
GREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

It was not till about the Ist of July, 1871, that 
Mr. Officer so far recovered from his recent illness 
as to be able to go about. He then put his house- 
hold goods in store in York, and took the feimily 
to the home of his mother, at Fredericksburg, 
Ohio. His throat and right lung were, however, 
still so diseased as to prevent his speaking in 
public ; and there was no prospect of a speedy 
recovery. 

Thus disabled from the ministry, he began to 
think of some other employment in which to ob- 
tain the means for supporting his family. Leav- 
ing them at Fredericksburg, he set out, on the 8d 
of August, for the far West to seek a new home. 
Coming to Lindsay, Kansas, he purchased a quar- 
ter-section of land, erected a temporary house, and 
sent for his family. On the 11th of October, 1871, 
his family joined him in their new home at Lind- 
say. 
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On his way "West he stopped in Springfield, 
Ohio. Here Dr. Rogers gave him encouragement 
to hope that he would again be able, after a time, 
to resume the ministry. Hence he was somewhat 
relieved by the feeling that this was only a tem- 
porary suspension of the work, and yet it was in- 
deed a eore trial. 

While at Topeka making purchases and prepar- 
ing for operating on his land, he says • 

" It has been a sad day, as it marks my practical 
entrance into some secular pursuit, though I 
hardly yet know what it will be, and may be at 
least a temporary abandonment of the ministry. 
Again and again as I walked the streets to-day, 
searching for the articles needed, and with secular 
business in view, I thought it could not be, and 
almost turned back in my course. Yet I suppose 
I am doing right ; and if not, I pray God that I 
may speedily see the wrong and turn from it. 
Though I now suspend the actual work of the 
ministry, I yet do desire to maintain the spirit of 
it, and to resume it practically, if health and cir- 
cumstances will admit. I do desire that while I 
be in secular business I may be faithful as a Chris- 
tian, and useful in the way that may be open to 
me. I now resolve, by God's help, to do what 
I can for the religious welfare of men about me; 
and I will strive to maintain o ppirit of devotion, 
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love, and obedience to God. May he now recog- 
nize this as my desire and purpose and aid me to 
fulfill it." 

Having purchased a team, wagon, and such 
things as he would need for immediate use, he 
drove to Lindsay, and writes: "Arrived here 
safely. Thank God for his protection on the way. 
And now having arrived at the place of my intend- 
ed home I renew my covenant with my God, 
whose mercies I have so long and so largely en- 
joyed." 

Mr. Officer came at length to differ with his co- 
laborers, not in doctrinal viewsy but in a mere 
matter of opinion as to the tendencies of the church 
to ritualism. That he was mistaken is the almost 
unanimous judgment of the whole body of the 
Lutheran General Synod. His views led him, 
however, to sever his connection with the Luther- 
an Church, The separation was, however, only 
nominal, for he retained the confidence and sym- 
pathy of his old associates, and lost none of his 
love and esteem for them. 

To one brother he writes (this one will indicate 
the character of all his letters on the subject): 

February 5, 1872. 
"My Dear Brother: — I received your kind let- 
ter of the 17th ultimo. * * I now take time to an- 
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Bwer, and do it with pleasure, for I reciprocate your 
continued kind feeling, notwithstanding the change 
I have 'made. I deeply regret the separation, ec- 
clesiastically, from so many dear brethren in the 
Lutheran Church. One of the hardest things con- 
nected with the change was that I could not con- 
sult with these brethren in this greatest trial of 
of my life. To consult them and give at length 
my reasons for the change, would seem like an 
eifort to unsettle them and persuade them away 
from their church, which I did not wish to do. 
At the same time, to consult them and yet act 
contrary to their advice, which I felt was almost, 
sure to be the case, might be more offensive thai 

m 

to remain silent." * * ^ * ^ 

The president of the West Pennsylvania Synod 
from whom he obtained a letter of honorable dis- 
mission to " The Congregational Association of 
Kansas," accompanied the official paper with a 
letter of personal friendship, in which he says : 

" Tour letter asking for dismission did not sur- 
prise me. * * But I must say to you that I 
feel inexpressibly sorry that you feel thus con- 
strained to sunder your connection with us. The 
reasons you assign are, in my opinion, not sufficient 
to justify the step. Holding the views you do, 
you might still, I think, have remained with us 
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eomfbrtably. And nowhere coald yon have done 
more good during the remainder of your daj» 
than in tiiat church where you have in the past 
already be^i so eminently useful. I aeeure you 
tiotat IK) ministeF in our church is so universally 
and deeply respected as you are; and nothing 
evinces this more than the expressions of regret 
which the announcement of your intentions elicit. 
^ * .Can you not still remain with us? With 
aU my heart I hope you will. But whether you 
will or notj one thing I assure you of, namely, that 
any change in your church connections shall wo^ 
change the esteem and love which I feel for you. 
Always, wherever you are, and by whatever eccle- 
siastical name you may be called, you shall still be 
to me ^Dear Brother OflScer,' and shall always 
have a wawn and loving place in my heart. * * 
Very truly your friend and brother. 

L. A. G." 

The spirit and sentiment of this letter is con- 
tained in all the communications he received from 
many of his former ministerial associates, and 
they express accurately the feeling of the whole 
church, — the laity and the ministry. 

October 23, 1871. " On account of the tendency 
[the italics are not his] to ritualism and sacrament- 
talism in the General Synod of the Lutheran 
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Church, I have for a long time felt dissatisfied, 
and thought of uniting with some other denom- 
ination; and I have now about decided to go 
to the Congregational body. With a view thereto, 
I am now on my way to Wabunsee to the conven- 
tion of the Congregational Association of this 
state." 

October 24. "Attending association. Have been 
kindly received, and have declared my purpose to 
unite with the association. I am to be a member 
as soon as I present my letter of dismission from, 
the Lutheran Church, for which I have not yet 
applied." 

December 3. "Sunday. Preached my first ser- 
mon as a Congregational minister to a few people 
in the church at Wabunsee. The weather being 
exceedingly cold and windy, but few people at- 
tended. The house was so cold that I was chUled 
through while speaking. In the evening the cold 
and -storm were so terribly severe that less than a 
dozen persons came to the church. This is rather 
a cold and dark beginning for me in Congrega- 
tionalism; but I have a firm hope that it will not 
be always thus." 

January 6, 1872. " This morning I accepted 
the call to the Congregational church at this place^ 
— ^Wabunsee, Kansas." 

January 19. "Came here with my family. Found 
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the honse well wanned, and food enough to last 
over Sunday. The people seem very kind/' 

February 7. " Studied in the forenoon and 
visited in the afternoon. In the evening attempted 
to lecture on the first two verses of Acts, but 
utterly failed. I never spoke with less interest. 
I lament the failure. I indeed feel unfit to be in 
the ministry. For several days I have prayed 
more than usual for the divine blessing upon my 
work, and have been able to feel more than an 
ordinary desire to benefit these people. Yet it 
seems to me I am utterly incapable of accom- 
plishing anything at all. I really long to be 
useful, but my hope of success seems to fail more 
and more. O my Father in heaven, help me! 
Lord, do not desert me in this time of need ! '' 

March 20. With reference to a house, he has 
here an experience somewhat similar to the one at 
Mansfield, Ohio. He says, " The weather is cold, 
and we are obliged to remove from our present 
house by the first of April ; and yet I do not know 
of a house to go to." 

March 25. "Not being able to rent a house, I 
have purchased an old one and three lots for $400, 
with the understanding that four of the brethren 
here will purchase it from me when I leave, at the 
cost of purchase and repairs, not exceeding in all 
$700." 
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April &• "Went to Manlrad^n: to at^jend the 
meeting of the association. Preached in the ev- 
«gdng^ .bot^ failed on account of lack of preparation 
and weariness from hard worfc.^' 

Het had continued laboring, oonstantly repairing 
at his house up to the time of leaving home for 
thi& meeting; 

April 12. "Lectured thiB:«vening- at SfcMarys/' 

April 29* " Have returned to*dayfeom Junction 
Gity, where I supplied the pulpit of : ReVi. Mr. JiBi- 
cobus. This afternoon I again worked^ hard at the 
house I have purchased here, and am repairing 
and improving. Owing to the difficulty of obtain- 
ing men to work I have had to do a large part of 
the labor myself, and have thus been hindered 
from study tiU I am heartily sick of the under* 
taking." 

May; 12. " Four days in attendance at the an- 
nual meeting of the association at Wt* Scott. I 
preached in the Baptist churdi on Sunday even- 
ing." 

During the summer, and until the close of the 
year 1872, his time was spent in the ordinary work 
of a pastor — studying, preaching, visiting, and 
attending various church-meetings, and to do- 
mestic duties. His health was not good, but he 
was very industrious in his work. 

December 31. "Examined my accounts f€a> tbe 



BBV. UORBIS OmOBB. 4X1 

past year. Find our ^spei^es for the year olosh]^ 
to-day have been, exclosive of taxes on land, 
9903.01, being some $97.00 less than the salary. 
In examining into my spiritual standing I oan 
hardly say that I Und it equally good. How sad 
that this, which is so much more important, should 
be comparatively neglected." 

January 1, 1878. ** All the family well. Thadk 
God that it is so ! May God help me more fully 
to serve him durmg this year than I havo done 
du3ringtbela«tr 

January 2. *^To*day had our annual meeting. 
Pretty good attendance, and harmonious me^ng." 

iEkbruary 10. ^' Started for Russell, in liie west- 
ern paiH; of the state, to attend a council there.'' 

iFAruary il, <* Attended council and partici* 
pated in the exercises of recognizing the churohl'* 

Skbruary 12. ^*^^Oame to Hays City to consider 
the matter of completing an organization of a 
Ocmgregational Church tbwe. Preached in the 
evening and participated in ithe exercises of Tccog- 
nizing a church." 

February 18, ^Game wifti Rev. B. D. Storrs to 
Ellis, to inquire into the religious condition and 
prospects of the place. In the afternoon returned 
to Hays, and came with Rev. Mr. Parker to 
Manhattan.'' 

JKby 1& '^^liasttxn^^libere was^ajmoirtHmr^^ 
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hail-Storm here. Its efiects indicate that it was 
more severe than any one I have ever witnessed." 

May 14. " Putting glass in the windows of our 
house, twenty-six panes having been broken out 
by the hail night before last. Rev. 8. D. Storrs 
called to-day and remains to-night. He desires me 
to accept a missionary appointment to Hays City 
and Ellis, Kansas, and requests me to go to the 
field at once to prospect, and if I deem it en- 
couraging to remove there soon. I feel desirous 
to engage in mission-work, but am in doubt 
whether I should leave this field at present.' 

May 15. " In much doubt, and with a sad heart 
I started for Hays City. After reaching Manhat- 
tan, I made some calls. I retired late, and spent 
a wakeful night in thinking on the subject of my 
change of fields of labor." 

May 16. " I resolved to return home this morn- 
ing and postpone my visit to Hays City." 

He did this mainly on account of the severe ill- 
ness of Father Isbell, a prominent member of the 
church at Wabunsee. 

May 18. " Preached this morning, and at the 
close of the services read to the church my resig- 
nation of the pastorship of this congregation, 
having during the past night come to the conclu- 
sion that under the circumstances this is the most 
£air and straightforward course, as my leaving to 
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see another field while continuing pastor of this 
field might be ofl:ensive. It has seemed to me that 
this is the most proper course. I have acted on it, 
, and now pray God to direct the people here in 
securing a pastor and to direct me in my future 
course." 

The mission at Ellis and Hays City was regard- 
ed as one of the very first importance, and Mr. 
Officer was on that account chosen for the place. 
The secretary and Board of home missions appro- 
priated to the support of the mission the maxi- 
mum amount that they give to any one of their 
stations. 

May 22. "Came to Hays City; visited some 
among the people. 

May 23. " Came to Ellis. Had an interview 
with the superintendent of the railroad, O. H. 
Dorrence, and Mr. Edwards of the hotel, and vis- 
ited others with a view to learn the prospects for 
organizing a Congregational church." 

May 24. "Visited at Ellis in the forenoon and 
returned to Hays in the afternoon. On arriving 
here met Eev. Mr. Hall, superintendent of Presby- 
terian home missions, and also Rev. Mr. Lee of 
the Episcopal Church, both proposing to preach 
here to-morrow and each stating a purpose to have 
here an organization of his own denomination." 

May 25. "Preached in the forenoon at Hays, 
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and in the afternoon came to Ellis and preached in 
the large dining-room.** 

May 26. " Visited to ascertain how many will 
unite in forming an organization. Secured thir- 
teen names. Evening came to Hays." 

May 27. " Visited the place at which Sir George 
Grant of Scotland has purchased a large tract of 
land and is forming a settlement." 

On the 30th of May he organized a church at 
Ellis. He visited various places in that part of the 
country; the 8th of June organized, at Ellis, a 
Sunday-school of forty persons, and the following 
day canfie home. 

He continued to pass to and firo between this new 
field of labor and his home at Wabunsee, spend- 
ing most of his time at Ellis. 

On the 20th of July, while there he received 
his commission from the society. In the evening 
he writes, " How sad I am to day, I can not ex- 
press. An indefinite feeling of depression that 
really oppresses me. I can trace it to nothing 
except a sense of the dreariness of this vast prairie, 
contemplated as a home for my family, together 
with a sense of the peculiar difficulties of this field, 
and at the same time the conviction that it is the 
duty of some one to occupy this field, and my duty 
to do so till I can find some one to come here. O 
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O'od! thou All-wise one, in mercy direct in thia 
perplexing aflair." 

In this visit to Ellis he had with him his daugh- 
ters, Lizzie and Maria, and made arrangements 
for a musical entertainment. It was given on the 
evening of the 24th of June, in the Ellis House, 
Miss Maria presiding at the organ. "It was a 
complete success." Mr. Officer had spent several 
very busy days in making preparations for the 
concert, and the day after, says, "Worked hard 
all the forenoon taking down the stage used last 
night, and in returning articles used." 

This labor he cheerfully performed, because it 
was chiefly in the interest of the young people. 
He always manifested a strong attachment to 
children, as when a pastor he became ardently 
devoted to them. He, indeed, gave heed to the 
injunction, " feed my lambs." 

During the latter years of his ministry he gave 
special prominence to the children's church, or 
"little peoples' meetings." At Wabunsee and 
Ellis he devoted every fourth Sabbath to them. 
The children occupied the pews directly in front 
of the pulpit, and did the singing, while he, with 
peculiar ability for such work, made every word 
of prayer and instruction so plain that the youngest 
gave attention and became interested. With some 
short text easily remembered, he would ask a few 
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questions, and in a most happy manner intensify 
the whole audience with sound instruction. These 
were his most efltective meetings. They are never 
forgotten. Through them "he though dead yet 
speaketh." The children still look back to them 
with tearful recollection, and adults speak of them 
as the sermons that did them so much good. At 
these meetings in Wabunsee the church was 
always crowded — gallery and all. The music was 
usually prepared on Saturday evening previous, 
the children being in attendance. In this his own 
daughters rendered such valuable assistance that 
he used to say to them, "I could not conduct a 
mission without you." He himself felt the im- 
portance of the work, and most assiduously pre- 
pared for it, that he might be a workman " that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word." The day of judgment will reveal the good 
accomplished. 

August 15. " Rented a small house at Manhat- 
tan into which to remove my family for a few 
months." 

August 18. "Returned home from Hays City 
and Ellis, and commenced packing up to remove 
to Manhattan. * * j[ leave with a sad feeling, 
as I always do. I feel that I have not accomplish- 
ed the amount of good here that I should have 
done." 
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August 22. * * « I unpacked my goods this 
ening, and lodge in tlie rented house again to- 
^ht. I am exceedingly weary." 
August 26. "At Russell. To-day we organized 
e Congregational Association of Western Kan- 
j, and in the afternoon heard reports from 
urches. There are twelve churches with an ag- 
egate membership of one hundred and fifby- 
fht. There is not a house completed. Two 
urches are in course of erection. There are six 
ktions, at most of which are members, and a 
ospect of organizing. Wrote to the Independent 
d AdvanceJ^ 

August 28. " Came with the brethren to Ellis to 
;end council called for the recognition of the 
urch here. Council met at 3 o'clock and resolv- 
to receive the church into the fellowship of the 
urches, and in the evening the services pertain- 
^ to the recognition were held. The weather is 
•pressively hot, and being unwell I have felt much 
ostrated to-day." 
September 8. ""At Ellis. Sick during the even- 

g." 

September 9. " Sick all night with fever and had 
) rest. Came home at llj o'clock at night." 
He continued to reside at Manhattan and attend 
• his pastoral duties at Hays and Ellis, in the 
meantime visiting different places, until December 
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16th, when he says, " This evening after a consulta- 
tion with the trustees at Ellis, I decided to remove 
my family to Ellis within two weeks. I Ittow feel 
relieved of much of the perplexity of this matter. 
I am persuaded that under the circumstances it' is 
my duty to continue my efforts here awhile long- 
er, and to remove my family here at once. I be- 
lieve this is God's call to me, and I obey it as such: 
and I can with confidence alk his blessing on m; 
work." 

December 16. "Reached home this morning. 
Commenced packing up to remove to Ellis." 

December 17. " Wrote to the Advance and In- 
dependentJ^ 

December 27. " Unloaded the household goods 
and removed them to the small box-house belong- 
ing to the railroad company. Thanks to God, we 
are all well and in our own hired house !" 

December 28. "Sunday. The school-house 
being yet unfinished, we had Sunday-school during 
the afternoon in the dining-room of the Ellis 
Hotel ; also preached at the same place in the 
eyening. f^reached with but little satisfaction, as 
I was not well. Have felt very sad part of the 
time to-day, far we can not be comfortable in the 
small house we have, as the country is bleak and 
windy, and the work before me is difficult." 

January 1, 1874. " Finished unpacking goods 



RBV. MGRBIB omofiR. 445 

atid < fixing up.' The weather for a few days has 
been beautiful indeed. ISow may God help me to 
be faithful to his cause during this year, if it is his 
will that I continue alive so long ! " 

January 2. "A warm, pleasant day. The 
thermometer stood during this afternoon at 60° 
above zero. Studied some to-day." 

January 3. " Read and studied most of the 
day. This morning the wind blew strong from 
the south and the weather was warm. During 
the forenoon the wind changed round to the 
north-west and grew cold and more violent, and 
in the evening came from the north-east with con- 
siderable snow. Now, at nine o'clock this even- 
ing, the storm is fearful — such as to terrify the 
traveler. It would be impossible to travel any 
considerable distance by private conveyance in any 
direction on the prairie, and one could scarcely 
face the storm for even a mile or two. The train 
will hardly pass through on which I expect to go to 
Hays City to preach to-morrow. May God have 
mercy on any poor man who may be out on the 
high prairie to-night." 

January 4. " Preached at Hays City in the ev- 
ening. The attendance was better than usual." 

January 6. "Held a meeting for the adoption 
of the constitution and election of officers. The 
business was transacted in a harmonious manner.'* 



446 THE UFB OF 

January 11. "Ellis. Preached to the children 
this forenoon. Attended Sabbath-school. Preach- 
ed again at night. Attendance the largest we 
have yet had, and attention very good." 

January 26. "Ellis. Taught Bible class in the 
forenoon. Preached at night. Good attendance 
and attention. 

February 1. "Forenoon preached at Hays, and 
in the evening at Ellis. Only a small attendance 
at each place. There is not encouragement to 
to labor here. If affairs do not improve soon I 
shall not feel bound to subject my children to the 
disadvantages of this place for all the good I can 
do here." 

February 2. "Slept less than two hours last 
night, thinking on the situation here and my duty 
to remain. The shocking vulgarity and profanity, 
the Sabbath-breaking and habitual drinking 
liquors that abound here, almost makes the place 
hopeless." 

February 21. " Came to Hays this morning to 
attend the funeral of Clara Allen. On account of 
a severe snow storm the funeral has been postponed 
till to-morrow forenoon. I remain at Hays." 

February 22. "Sunday. Preached a funeral 
sermon at eleven o'clock to a large audience for 
this western country. Late in the evening came 
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to Ellis, the train being detained by the snow- 
drifts." 

February 23. " Ellis. Spent much of the day 
in attending to small matters connected with the 
school-house, and new term of school." 

February 24. " A very cold day. Reading 
Am not well. The severe cold affects my throat." 

February 27. " Went to Hays. Visited some 
and returned in the evening. Not well. Right 
lung somewhat sore." 

February 28. " Studying some, but feel rather 
unwell." 

March 1. " Sunday. Preached at Hays in the 
forenoon, and at Ellis in the evening. Spoke with 
tolerable ease, but am uncomfortable to-night." 

March 2. " Too unwell to do any work." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

HIS SICKNESS AND DEATH. 

May 11.7* This was the first day that I could walk 
to a neighbor's house, after a long period of severe 
suffering, mingled with my Father's tender good- 
ness at every stage, and I gratefully and humbly 
here record that I saw and heard something of the 
spirit land. Happy and happifying sounds of 
human voices, — yet other than ours, — ^greeted my 
ears. A vast, unbounded world of life and light 
greeted my eyes. It seemed that place and limit 
faded away. So time seemed nothing any more. 
I had a full recollection of wife and children, and 
loved them with a depth of affection never expe- 
rienced, yet felt no concern for them if I were 
called to pass over the shadowy line, for they 
seemed so immediately under the Father's tender 
care. ITor was I the least unwilling, if God saw 
best, to return to them and toil for them and the 
cause of truth with increased integrity. And 
when it seemed I was to return I rejoiced, and 
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henceforth I folly and unwaveringly believed I 
'would recover. 

"O Lord God, my Father, thou who hast brought 
me back from the spirit land, as I think, who at 
least, as men tell it, hast drawn me from the "bor- 
der of the grave," help me to live to thee. 

M. Ofpicbr." 

During this extraordinary sickness of some ten 
weeks' continuance, his life was for weeks despaired 
of, and his sufferings were most intense and ex- 
cruciating. The disease was complicated, but 
caused mainly by hepatization of the lungs and 
rheumatism attended by extreme pain in the back. 
To give him the very best medical attendance 
that could be procured, the railroad company gave 
freely the use of their road, and also the tele- 
graph, without charge to the family and Dr. Rob- 
ison of Manhattan. Though at a distance of two 
hundred miles, the doctor attended regularly and 
promptly, and our dear brother was cared for by 
the almost superhuman vigilance of his wife, as- 
sisted by two competent and faithful nurses, 
Messrs. Biverly and Johnson. These, directed by 
the doctor, who communicated with them by tel- 
egraph when not present in person, did all that 
effort and wisdom could do to relieve his suffer- 
ings and restore his health. 

29 
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His dear family and their nnmerons friends 
cherish unfeigned thankfuhiess to many who so 
t^iderly sympathized and assisted them in this 
time of need. The superintendent of the railroad, 
O. H. Dorrance, and his wife, were especially at- 
tentive, anticipating and supplying every want of 
the sick man and his family 

His recovery, however, was but partial. During 
the summer he attended to some business, but was 
in very bad health. 

May 17. "Sunday. To-day walked to the 
school-house. Attended the opening exercises of 
the Sunday-school, taught the Bible-class, and 
walked back without harm, as I think. Thank 
Ood for this great privilegie." 

May 18. " Worked some about the house. 
Visited a young man severely wounded by an en- 
gine; prayed with him and his mother, and lent 
them a book to read. They seemed much delight- 
ed and affected." 

May 24. " Sunday. Conducted Sunday-school 
and taught my class. In the evening rode a short 
distance in the country to see a sick m^nber.^* 

May 27. "A very windy day. Not so well as I 
have been. Have decided to go to Manhattan to- 
night to consult Dr. Robison." 

May 81. "A slight rain; still, I ventured to go 
to Sunday-school ; took a slight cold and su^etred 
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much to-night in my lung. It was an error 
to go." 

June 1. " Kot so well to-day as uaual. Lung 
sore.'* 

June 5. " Making preparations to pack up in 
view of the prohahility of our removal in a short 
time. Am still improving, I think/' 

June 8. " Took some cold last night. Not so 
well to-day. Preparing to go to the meeting of 
the State Association, at Topeka.'' 

June 12. "Attending sessions of the associa- 
tion part of the day. Not so well. Atmosphere 
too cool and damp for me-" 

June 26. ''Went to Hays and visited among 
the people. The day very warm. Thermometer 
109 V' 

July 12. " Sunday. Preached at Hays in the 
morning, and at Ellis in the evening." 

He continued to attend to business, and preached 
occasionally until August 7th, when he came to 
Carhondale, Illinois. 

Just before leaving Ellis he wrote to his sister in 
Ohio. * * "My health continues to improve 
somewhat, though it seems to me rather more 
slowly since the extremely hot weather com- 
menced. The heat has been so severe as to greatly 
aftect even well people. I have never before felt 
such hot weather in any country, not even in 
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Africa. I have preached a few times since my 
sickness without any considerable injuiy, but do 
not feel able to undertake regular work. Do not 
yet know what I shall do, or where I shall g-o, 
though We intend to remove somewhere so as to 
secure better educational advantages for the girls. 
Have thought some of Emporia. I have been 
there and like the place very much, and it is likely 
that I could have preaching to do there, if I becanae 
able to do it. I have also thought of Carbondale, 
Illinois, where the normal school for southern 
Illinois is located. I will perhaps go there the last 
of this week, as I wish to sell the land I have 
there, if I can. * * The family will remain 
here two weeks yet at least. They are all well 
now, though the extreme heat has very much pros- 
trated them at times. Little Harry is how quite 
hearty, and, though small, is a rugged boy. He 
seems, in many ways, different from any one of the 
rest of his age. Susan's health is truly remarkable 
after all she has had to endure during the winter 
and spring ; she is now able to work as much as 
ever before. * * If money had not become so 
scarce, and if I had more prospect of being able to 
earn something during the winter, I would have 
decided to go on from Illinois to make you and 
Thomas a visit ; but as it is, I can hardly hope to 
see any of you during the approaching fall. * * 



RBV. MORRIS OFFICER. 463 

As soon as we have decided anything for the 
future I will write to you again. I have just asked 
little Harry to throw a kiss to grandmother, and 
he most gracefully kissed his little hand, and flung 
it oft' toward me. He is so intelligent for one of 
his age. He has as little viciousness in his nature 
as any child I ever saw; no disposition at all to 
fight or quarrel with any other child, while to- 
ward U8 all he has the most tender attection. In 
addition, he is a beautiful child in form and feat- 
ure. May God preserve his innocent nature froin 
the inroads of vice. Please write as often as you 
can. As ever yours. M. Officbr.'* 

August 21. "Makanda, Illinois. At Mr. Hag- 
ler's canning some peaches. I found it a tedious 
task, as I did not understand it. How much diffi- 
cult labor women have generally to do. How 
much of labor, care, and anxiety my dear wife 
has borne, and what skill, patience, and endurance 
she has manifested ! " 

August 27. "Came to Carbondale and found 
Susan and little Harry here, they having arrived 
yesterday. ]N'either of them is well. This has 
been a rainy day, and the atmosphere rather op- 
pressive to me." 

August 29. " Little Harry is sick." 
i August 30, "We are firtill at the Handlay Houses 
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flit Carbondale. Harry is very sick with bealing 
on Ms liinb. I am sick with fever. Susan id 
worn out with care and trouble With Harry." 

August 81. " The healing on Harry's limb broke 
this morning, and he is much easier/' 

September 5. "I am quite unwell. Harry is 
still sick. I am as miserable as I can well be. 
There is no prospect of regaining my health. My 
m^ans ar^ rapidly failing. I am in constant mis- 
ery almost day and night. I have never been so 
disheartened before. May Q-od have inercy oil 
me.** 

September 6. "We are still at Carbondale* 
I am too sick to go out at all." 

September 8. "Started for Kansas. Game as 
fet as Holden. I am in mtteh distres&i. Both lit- 
tle Harry and myself &te suftering very mueh. 
Vr& lodge to-night at Holden." 

September 9. " Caine io Top^ka, and stdpped at 
Brd. McAfee's. Harry Jind myself are sick. I 
have determined to bring the rest of the famUy 
heriEf tod sfehd the winter, as I atii unabte to do 
tthj work. I have been looking about for a 
hotlsd." 

Mr. Officer atriv^^d at Ellis ofi the 11th, and 
commenced packing goods the next day, at the 
same time feeling w^ary and inexpressibly siad. 
Afi^t MiisMtkg paekkig hki goods axid dripping 



BJQV. MORRIS OFVIOBR. 455 

them to Topeka, on the 16th he went to Wabnn- 
eee to get the children and go on to Topeka, at 
which place he arrived on the following day. The 
household goods were on hand, and at once put ia 
the house. The people were very kind to Mr. 
Officer's family. This was a sad removal. 

September 18. " Unpacking and arranging goods 
in the house. Harry not so well. Myself suffer- 
ing much." This is the twenty-sixth time that he 
packed his household goods and moved with hift 
family in twenty two-years. 

September 19. " Last night Harry grew worse. 
He suffered very much, and is still very sick thitf 
evening." 

September 20. " Dear littie Harry is still sinking 
with membranous croup. No hope of his recovery 
since yesterday morning Lord God, how hard 
this trial! Added to all that has preceded it^it 
seems more than I can bear. I am almost driven 
to despair. God seems to have cast me off." 

September 21. " Last night at half-pdst twelve, 
dear little Harry departed. At first I tras so over- 
joyed at his release from suffering that I even re- 
joiced that he was gon^s. But this nsotning, as I 
miss his sweet voice and smiling little feice, my 
very soul sickens and I can hardly feel reconciled 
to the loss. How sorely I am tried ! Has God in- 
deed cast me off'! Oh|how sad and drearj^ is lifeT' 
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September 22. " To-day at noon — a beautiful, 
calm, clear day, thank God! — we laid the body of 
our dear Harry in the grave. During the services 
at our house, conducted by Dr. McCabe and Pro- 
fessor Slie, I felt strengthened of God, and more 
reconciled to our great loss than before." 

" ToPEKA, Kansas, September 22, 1874. 

" My Vert Dear Mother : — When I wrote to 
you from Carbondale, Illinois, I hoped soon to see 
you, or to write you from that region. But sick- 
ness of myself and dear little Harry prevented. 
And now, dear mother, our lovely little boy has 
left us. He "departed Sunday night at half past 
twelve, and we laid his body in the grave to-day 
at noon. 

" Dear Harry took cold at Ellis some four weeks 
ago, just before Susan started with him to meet me 
at Carbondale, Illinois. His lungs became some- 
what affected at once, and the affection was 
aggravated by slight colds afterward, while trav- 
eling in Illinois, and after returning here; and 
finally the disease took the form of membranous 
croup, which the doctor failed to remedy. The 
dear little boy suffered much for twenty-four 
hours, but departed lying in his mother's arms, 
without a struggle. 

" As I have told you before, he was one of the 
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loveliest children I ever saw. So affectionate, so 
beautiful, so intelligent, and winning in all his 
ways. He always attracted attention, and caused 
all about him to love him. All our children loved 
him very dearly, and he received from them th6 
kindest attention; all delighted to have Harry 
with them, and do acts of kindness for him. And 
he seemed to fully appreciate their goodness, for 
he manifested the strongest affection to them all. 
When with us in Illinois, he would daily talk of 
them all, naming them over one by one as he 
would speak of going back to see them. I 
left Susan and him here on our return from DU- 
nois, and went up for the rest of the family. On 
the day of our return, he often asked for Albert, 
^ Brother Albert ' to play with him. It chanced 
that Albert came over from the depot a half hour 
in advance of the rest. On seeing him he seemed 
overjoyed, and showed him something his mother 
had bought for him. But soon he missed the 
rest, and at once cried to see them, mentioning 
each one of them ; nor could he rest satisfied at all 
till he saw them, and then his happiness seemed 
complete. It has been a great comfort to us, that 
all of us were here with him in his last hours, and 
that he was rational and conscious of our pres- 
ence, and our efforts to relieve him, to the very 
last. For tha last twenty-four hours some of us 
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bad him in oxir arms all the time, and this seemed 
a great pleasure to him. So, dear mother^ and all 
you dear ones, our bright little Harry has joined 
dear Sammy and Alicfe in the good world above ! 
There nearly half of our dear ones have gone, to 
that better land, and we feel strongly drawn 
thitherward by th^oa. 

" My object in going to Illinois was to sell the 
small piece of land I have there. Failing in this, 
and finding that I might exchange the land I have 
in Kansas for a small improved place in Illinois^ I 
sent for Susan to come and see the country with 
a view to our settling there. She was delighted 
with the country, and we were about to try to se- 
cure a littliB house there ; but I became sick with 
a slight fever, and we received a letter from ray 
physician utterly protesting against my attempt- 
ifag to live in that climate, and Susan at once re- 
solved she would not remain, and so we hastened 
back to gather up the family and settle in the 
more eststern part of the state. As I Was still un- 
able to undertake any kind of work, we made the 
selection of the place without reference to a field 
of labor, and concluded to settle here for the win- 
ter on account of the educational advantages for 
the girls. We shall, perhaps, not remain longer 
than till spring, as we have not sufficient means to 
admit of our remaining here longer, unless I caa 
do some sort of work. 
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" If I had succeeded in selling the land ih Illi- 
nois, I would then have gone on to Ohio, and spent 
a few weeks with you and Thomas ; but as it turned 
out, I had neither the time nor the means to go. 
I do, indeed, long to see you all, and feel sorely 
the disappointment to which I have been subjected, 

"My health is hardly so good as it was six 
weeks ago, mainly owing to my having undertaken 
too tnuch, and having been overcome by undue 
exertions. A large portion of my left lung is hep- 
atized. Indeed I have no use at all of the lower 
lobe. The action of the heart is feeble, because of 
its having been long forced from its place during my 
sickness, and as the lung and pleura have grown 
fast to the side I am much crippled in the left side. 
I hope, however, to be able to preach again in a 
iew months. All the rest are now pretty well, and 
all unite in much love. 

" Write soon. As ever yours. 

M. Officer." 

September 25. "Making paling for our dear 
little Harry's grave.'* 

September 26. "Not so well as ^usual. I have 
been confined to my bed part of the day.'* 

September 27. "I attended the Presbyterian 
church to-day with my whole family, and heard 
Dr. McKalb preach a good sermom" 
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September 80. " Put paling about our dear lit- 
tle Harry^s grave.'* 

October 1. " Repairing broken furniture." 
October 4. " Heard Bro. Meline preach two ex- 
cellent sermons, and taught a Sabbath-school 
class." 

October 5. " Wrote to Bro. Imhoftl" 
October 6. " Wrote to Rev. H. Baker." 
October 7. " Wrote to Dr. Robison and Bro. 
Burt." 

October 11. "Wrote to James Tolin about sec- 
tion thirty-four." 

Here the journal ceases. On the fly-leaf of this 
volume of the journal, kept during the last two 
years of his life, is found pasted the following 
lines : 

MY PRAYER. 

* * Let me not die before Fye done for Thee 
My earthly work, ivhaterer it may be ; 
Call me not hence with mission unfulfilled ; 
Let me not leaye my space of ground untilled. 
Impress this truth upon me, that not one 
Can do my portion that I leave undone ; 
For each one in thy vineyard hath a spot 
To labor in for life, and weary not. 
Then give me strength, all faithfully to toil. 
Converting barren earth to fruitful soil. 
I long to be an instrument of thine 
To gather worshipers unto thy shrine ; 
To be the means one human soul to save 
From the dark terrors of a hopeless grave. 
Yet most I want a spirit of content 
To work where'er thou' It wish my labors spent. 
Whether at home, or in a stranger olime* 
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In days of joy, or sorrow's sterner time. 

I want a spirit passiye, to lie still. 

And by thy power to do thy holy will. 

And when the prayer unto my lips doth rise. 

Before a new home doth my soul surprise. 

Let me accomplish some great work for thee,' 

Subdue it. Lord, let my petition be : 

Oh, make me useful in this world of thine. 

In ways according to thy will, not mine. 

Let me not leave my space of ground untilled; 

Call me not hence with mission unfulfilled ; 

Let me not die before I've done for thee 

My earthly work, whatever it may be. —iiaetdonian." 

LAST HOURS. 

His health continued to decline, and after five 
weeks' residence in Topeka it became evident that 
he could not live long. Though the dark cloud 
of Providence which enveloped him for some 
months had made him feel, during the sickness 
and death of Harry, that God had forsaken him, 
yet as he began to realize that " his earthly work 
was done," "that his space of ground was tilled," 
"that his mission was fulfilled," "his spirit be- 
came more content," and he again fully confided 
in God. He suffered from such intense nausea 
and terrible pain at the heart and in the spine as 
prevented him from conversing on any subject. 
It is sad and much to be regretted that he was not 
aT^le to give any dying counsel to his family or 
friends, or to express more fully his views of Christ 
in the moment of death. The last scripture he 
requested to be read to him was his favored four- 
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teenth chapter of the Gospel of John. Some of 
his college associates will remember how much he 
loved this chapter in his youth. He had asked 
Albert, only eight and a half years old, to read, 
and at the seventeenth verse he said, " That will 
do." At one time reference was made to the un- 
certainty of his recovery, when his wife said, 
" Why, Morris, I can not live without you." He 
replied solemnly, " God will be your all in all." 

As the disease continued to destroy the tenement 
of clay, his mind began to wander. Just at this 
stage of his sickness Dr. McCabe of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, being present, oftered prayer; and 
though he had been talking incoherently, he folded 
his hands and remained quiet to the close, when 
he said, in a firm and most impressive manner, 
" Amen and Amen ! " 

The most intense interest was awakened in the 
community, especially in the Congregational 
Church. They felt that a good man of eminent 
services in the Christian cause was dying in their 
midst and yet among strangers. 

The pastor, Rev. Mr. BUkesly, and the choris- 
ter, Eev. Prpf. Slie, were present on Satebatia morn- 
ing while he was breathing bis last, and goi^g* to 
the church, as the bell was toljling for the morning 
service, Mr. Slie executed on the organ a voluntary 
into which he breathed the sadness of his heart in 
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a most wonderfal manner, just at the moment that 
the spirit of our dear Brother Officer departed. 

When he was dead, the question was, Who from 
present acquaintance can bear testimony to his 
worth ; who can hold up to view the great work 
of his life, which other states and foreign lands 
have witnessed ? 

Most unexpectedly, on Monday, Bev. J. W. 
G oodlin, for many years an intimate friend and co-» 
laborer in the Lutheran Church, came. He stated 
that in the morning, while standing on the plat- 
form of a station in western Kansas, hesitating as 
to what point he should direct his journey, and just 
as tJie eastern-bound tmin moved away, he sudden- 
ly became impressed that it was his duty to go to 
Topeka, and obeying the impulse he stepped on 
board. All felt that this was, indeed, the hand of 
Providence, and he was urged to take the lead in 
the services. He insisted, however, that the pastor 
should preach the sermon, and he would make 
statements after the preaching. 

On Tuesday morning the corpse was taken to the 
church. The choir chanted, " Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord," &c. The hymn, "Asleep 
in Jesus/' was sung to the tune "Rest," a favorite 
tune with the deceased. The pastor, assisted by 
Dr. McCabe, conducted the services, and Mr. Good- 
lin gave a brief account of the early life and 
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future labors of Mr. Officer. The remains wer.^ 
then buried in the cemetery near the city of To- 
peka, where they were left until the 20th of De- 
cember, 1875, when they, together with those of 
little Harry, were removed to Springfield, Ohio, 
and laid along-side those of Sammy and Alice. 
Harry is in the same grave with his father. 
Buried in hope of the resurrection of the dead ! 

He lived on earth fifty-one years, three months, 
and ten days, and now lives in heaven where there 
are no years, — all is one eternal day ; there he en- 
joys the treasures laid up in heaven. May God 
bless the story of his life to the good of all who 
shall ever read it. Amen. 
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